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Student Information
Faculty at UVic
Major/Minor
Host University
Host Country
Dates of Exchange

Engineering
Computer Science
Utrecht University

Netherlands

Feb-June 2019

Overall Exchange Experience
1
☐

Please Rate your Overall Exchange
Experience

2
☐

3
☐

4
☐

What was the most rewarding part of your exchange experience? Please outline any highlights.

Living in a different country
experiencing a different schooling system

What was the greatest challenge during your exchange?

Dealing with the municipality paperwork
finding a place to live

Travel
Cost of air travel

€200 round trip

Cost of ground transportation (ex.
monthly bus pass)

approx €40 per month

Did host university representatives
meet you at the airport?

no

5
✔
☐

Is there easy transportation between
no
the airport and university?

Orientation
Is there an organized orientation session upon arrival?

yes

How easy was it to find the info you needed to know upon arrival?

pretty easy

What assistance did you receive from your host institution upon arrival?
esn intro week was really helpful
provided information about where to go when you need help with class registration, medical questions, etc

Accommodation

Is on-campus accommodation available?

some

If yes, did you live on campus?

no

Would you recommend this to future
students?
If you lived off-campus, how did you find housing?

facebook- kramers of utrecht- but it was very difficult and nearly impossible to find a
place over the internet. Most require an in-person meeting

Approximately how much money would you budget per month for living, including accommodation and
meals?

€600
Language Programs

Is there a language program available
either before or during the semester?

yes

Is there an additional cost for the
language training?

I'm not sure

Academics
Was it possible for you to get all
the courses that you wanted?

yes

Please describe the course registration process
submit an online form stating which classes you would like to take. The university then enrolls you in these classes, assuming there is space available. I was able to get into all of the classes I wanted to take

Describe the manner and quality of instruction at your host university

weekly lecture and tutorial. Two classes for two months, and then another two classes
for the last two months. I thought the quality of instruction was really good
What do you feel is the greatest academic benefit you have gained personally from your exchange?

I got to experience a different way of learning, one that I feel actually worked better for how I
learn. The classes I took were really interesting, engaging, and will help me in both my future
career and in life in general

Personal and Cultural Connections

How easy was it to adjust to the local culture? What (if any) cultural differences did you find particularly
challenging? What parts of the culture did you most appreciate?

Pretty easy! I struggled to pick up Dutch but everyone speaks English really well. Fairly
similar culture to Canada, and I lucked out by having three Dutch roommates who helped
me with any questions I had about Utrecht and the Netherlands. Dutch people tend to be a
bit more direct than Canadians. I loved the efficiency, the bicycles and the night life.

What kinds of cultural, athletic and social activities were available for students at your host institution?
The esn organization put on a lot of fun events both locally and abroad throughout the semester.
Utrecht is very much a student town so there was always something fun going on most evenings.
Bars, museums, sports games, bowling, beautiful parks, etc.

