
POST-GRADUATION WORK PERMIT
INFORMATION SESSION

This presentation is current as of July 20, 2023.

Presenter: Mayah Stratton
Moderator: Olivia Zhao



AGENDA

• What is a Post-Graduation Work Permit (PGWP)?

• Who is eligible for a PGWP?

• UVic Definitions & PGWP Eligibility

• PGWP Validity

• COVID-19 Considerations

• Making an online PGWP application

• IRCC and employment resources

• FAQs



INTERNATIONAL CENTRE FOR STUDENTS

International Student Advising

We provide information and answer questions about non-
academic issues related to living in Canada:

• Canadian immigration documents

• Work authorization

• Health insurance

• Identification cards

• Banking

• Mobile phones



DISCLAIMER

• This session provides general information.

• Information shared in this session is current as we 
speak and may be subject to change without notice.

• Please do not cite any of this information in an 
application. 

• Refer to Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship 
Canada's (IRCC) website for the most up-to-date 
information at the time of applying. 

*This session is not intended for students from Continuing Studies. 
Email uvcsimmigration@uvic.ca for help.*

https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/work/after-graduation.html
mailto:uvcsimmigration@uvic.ca


CASE SPECIFIC QUESTIONS?

You can email us after the session:

• Non-Business students can contact International 
Centre for Students by phone (+1 250 721 6361) or 
email (icsinfo@uvic.ca).

• Business students should consult the International 
Team in the Gustavson School of Business 
(gsbimmigration@uvic.ca). 

mailto:icsinfo@uvic.ca
mailto:gsbimmigration@uvic.ca


ACRONYMS

Immigration, Refugees and 
Citizenship Canada (IRCC)

Post-Graduation Work 
Permit (PGWP)



WHAT IS A PGWP?

• An open work permit 

• Allows you to gain Canadian work experience after 
graduation (e.g., full-time, part-time, self-employment)

• Possible occupational restrictions [R185(b)]

• Can only be issued once per lifetime

https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/regulations/sor-2002-227/section-185.html


SAMPLE PGWP



WHO IS ELIGIBLE FOR A PGWP?

Some PGWP Criteria:
 Complete an eligible program in Canada that’s at least 

8 months in length 
 Continuous full-time enrolment in your regular 

academic sessions except for authorized Leave of 
Absence or final term

 If distance learning is allowed, it must not exceed 50% 
of your program

If applying from inside Canada, please ensure you have a 
valid study permit at the time you apply. 

See full eligibility details

https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/study-permit/prepare-arrival/study-permit-conditions.html#s01.1
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/work/after-graduation/eligibility.html


UVIC DEFINITIONS & PGWP ELIGIBILITY

• Full-time Definitions at UVic
 Undergraduate Calendar 
 Graduate Calendar

• Regular Academic Sessions 
 Winter sessions (September to April)
 Summer session (May to August)

• Summer Scheduled Breaks
• Graduate students: Summer is not a scheduled break as you are 

required to maintain continuous enrollment. 
• Undergraduate students: Check with your Academic Adviser to 

confirm if your program includes a scheduled break in             
summer.

https://www.uvic.ca/calendar/future/undergrad/index.php#/content/5eaafdbc62250e001ae938cf
https://www.uvic.ca/calendar/future/grad/index.php#/policy/HyM9gizON?bc=true&bcCurrent=01%20-%20Registration&bcGroup=Registration&bcItemType=policies


POST-GRADUATION WORK PERMIT VALIDITY

A PGWP can be granted for a minimum of 8 months to a 
maximum of 3 years.

 8 month long program = 8 months
 8 months to <2 years = the length of the program 

completed (*Exceptions for Grad students may apply)

 2 years or longer = 3 years

Prior to COVID-19 and after August 31, 2023, the time you 
spent studying overseas is not counted when calculating 
your PGWP length. 

Refer to the IRCC website for processing guidelines.

https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/corporate/publications-manuals/operational-bulletins-manuals/temporary-residents/study-permits/post-graduation-work-permit-program/permit.html#determining


COVID-19 SPECIAL MEASURES



COVID CONSIDERATIONS – OUTSIDE CANADA

If you can’t travel to Canada and you are or have been taking your classes online, 
you’re still eligible for a PGWP. 

To be eligible, you must:
• meet all the other PGWP requirements and
• have been enrolled in a program that was in progress in March 2020, or
• have started a program between spring 2020 and summer 2022, and

• have a study permit, or
• have been approved for a study permit, or
• applied for a study permit before starting your program
• your study permit must eventually be approved

For students who started or will start a program of study between September 1, 
2022, and August 31, 2023 - At least 50% of credits must be earned from        
within Canada.

https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/work/after-graduation/eligibility.html#criteria


COVID CONSIDERATIONS

PGWP Eligibility and Validity

• You’re still eligible for the PGWP if your in-person classes 
in Canada have been moved to an online-only format and 
you are taking your classes online because of COVID-
19, or

• You had to put your studies on hold, or study part-time, 
during the spring or summer 2020 semesters because of 
COVID-19. 

(Note: As of the fall 2020 term, you must be studying full-
time to be eligible.)

https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/work/after-graduation/eligibility.html#criteria


OTHER COVID CONSIDERATIONS

Programs in progress in Spring 2020, or started between 
Spring 2020 to August 31, 2022:

• Students may complete 100% of studies online from outside 
Canada if course delivery was moved online due to COVID-19.

• Time spent studying online outside Canada counts toward the 
length of a PGWP provided other PGWP conditions are met. 

• Any time spent studying outside of Canada after August 31, 2023 
won’t count towards the length of a PGWP

• Any time spent studying outside Canada before applying for a 
study permit also won't count towards the length of a PGWP



OTHER COVID CONSIDERATIONS

For students who started or will be starting a program of study between 
September 1, 2022, and August 31, 2023:

• At least 50% of your program must be completed inside Canada

• The time spent studying outside of Canada before August 31, 2023, 
won’t be deducted from the length of your PGWP as long as it 
constitutes less than 50% of your program of study

• Any time spent studying outside of Canada after August 31, 2023 
will not be counted towards the length of your PGWP, regardless of     
when you started or will start your program of study.

• Any time spent studying outside Canada before applying for a 
study permit also won't count towards the length of a PGWP



OTHER COVID CONSIDERATIONS

For students who started or will be starting a program of study on or 
after September 1, 2023:

• At least 50% of your program must be completed in person inside 
Canada

• Any time spent studying outside of Canada will not be counted 
towards the length of your PGWP



OTHER COVID CONSIDERATIONS

• Stay current with IRCC policy updates

• If you could not maintain full-time enrollment due to 
COVID:

 Your transcript may have a “Disruption of studies due 
to COVID” notation.

 You may request a support letter from UVic Office of 
the Registrar for Spring 2020 – Spring 2022 terms. 
Visit ICS COVID-19 page for letter request process

https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/corporate/publications-manuals/operational-bulletins-manuals/temporary-residents/study-permits/post-graduation-work-permit-program/temporary-policy.html
https://www.uvic.ca/international-experiences/covid-19-updates/index.php#ipn-official-uvic-letter-regarding-covid-19-for-your-ircc-application


HOW TO APPLY FOR A PGWP

• Apply online

• In Canada: apply within 90 
days after you receive your final grade 
AND have a valid study permit at the 
time of application

• Outside Canada, you can apply within 
180 days after you receive your final 
grade.

Refer to the IRCC website for full 
information

https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/work/after-graduation/apply.html


WHAT DO YOU NEED TO MAKE AN 
APPLICATION

 A degree completion letter

 An official transcript or an administrative transcript from      
UVic Online tools.

 A valid passport 

 Digital photo

 A credit or debit card to pay your fees online

 A medical exam (if applicable)

 Biometrics (if applicable)

https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/application/medical-police/medical-exams/requirements-temporary-residents.html
https://www.cic.gc.ca/english/information/where-to-give-biometrics.asp


PGWP APPLICATION TIPS

• Apply for graduation in your final term

• Only request for a degree completion letter when your 
final grade is available on your UVic Online tools.

• Only submit your PGWP application when you receive 
UVic documents (a degree completion letter AND final 
transcript). 

• Consult Instruction Guide [IMM 5580] as needed.

• Read the questions carefully and answer them honestly.

https://www.uvic.ca/current-students/home/graduating/index.php
http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/information/applications/guides/5580ETOC.asp


PGWP APPLICATION TIPS

• Online applications are saved in your account for up to 60 
days only. 

• Keep paper or electronic copies of your application form 
and supporting documents.

• Take screenshots at different stages.

• Monitor your application status online.

• Consult us before you submit the application if you have 
questions.

• Use IRCC Web Form to raise questions if needed.

https://www.cic.gc.ca/english/contacts/web-form.asp


YOUR IRCC ACCOUNT

Sign in to your IRCC secure account

https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/application/account.html


YOUR IRCC ACCOUNT



YOUR IRCC ACCOUNT



ELIGIBILITY QUESTIONNAIRE



IN THE QUESTIONNAIRE



ELIGIBILITY QUESTIONNAIRE



ELIGIBILITY QUESTIONNAIRE



ELIGIBILITY QUESTIONNAIRE



ELIGIBILITY QUESTIONNAIRE



ELIGIBILITY QUESTIONNAIRE



REVIEW YOUR ANSWERS



DOCUMENT CHECKLIST



IF BIOMETRICS REQUIRED



FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQS)

• How early can I submit a PGWP application?

• How long does it take to process my application?
• Estimated processing times (subject to change)

• Can I work after my final exam and before my final grade 
comes out on my Online transcript? (IRCC – working while 
studying / temporary policy change) 

• Can I work while my PGWP application is being processed?
 Check Working while we process your application on 

the IRCC website

http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/information/times/index.asp
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/work.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/work/work-off-campus.html#off-campus
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/work/after-graduation/after-you-apply.html


FAQS CONTINUED…

• Can I travel outside Canada while I have a PGWP application being 
processed in Canada?

• Do I need to have a job in order to keep the PGWP valid?

• Can I renew a PGWP?

• How can I prove to a potential employer that I am eligible to work 
while I await processing of my application? (IRCC)

• Can I apply to extend my family members’ status while I apply for a 
PGWP
• Open Spousal Work Permit eligibility
• Changes to open work permit eligibility for family members of 

foreign workers

https://www.cic.gc.ca/english/helpcentre/answer.asp?qnum=1507&top=15
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/corporate/publications-manuals/operational-bulletins-manuals/temporary-residents/foreign-workers/public-policy-competitiveness-economy/c41-c46.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/work-canada/permit/temporary/open-work-permit-spouses-dependent-children.html


FAQS CONTINUED…

• How long does it take to receive a degree completion 
letter?

• How can I update my mailing address after submitting my 
PGWP application?
Use IRCC Web Form

• Can I apply for PGWP while on maintained status?

https://www.cic.gc.ca/english/contacts/web-form.asp


FAQS CONTINUED…

• What if my study permit expires after applying for PGWP 
and before approval?

• If I don’t meet the PGWP eligibility requirements, what can 
I do?

• Can I submit my PGWP application upon completion of all 
my course work, but before completing my co-op terms?



IRCC PGWP RESOURCES

• IRCC
 www.canada.ca/immigration
 Call Centre: +1 888 242 2100
 IRCC Web Form

• Determine your eligibility

• Instruction Guide [IMM 5580]

http://www.canada.ca/immigration
https://www.cic.gc.ca/english/contacts/web-form.asp
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/work/after-graduation/eligibility.html
http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/information/applications/guides/5580ETOC.asp


CAREER RESOURCES AT UVIC

• Refer to the following UVic website for their upcoming 
virtual events:

• Career Services events

https://www.uvic.ca/coopandcareer/events/student/index.php


IMMIGRATION ADVISING

International Centre for Students (ICS)

Hours: 9:00am to 4:30pm (PT) during weekdays
Phone: +1 250 721 6361 Email: icsinfo@uvic.ca

Website: https://www.uvic.ca/international-
experiences/contacts/index.php

Gustavson International
gsbimmigration@uvic.ca

Continuing Studies
uvcsimmigration@uvic.ca

mailto:icsinfo@uvic.ca
https://www.uvic.ca/international-experiences/contacts/index.php
mailto:gsbimmigration@uvic.ca
mailto:uvcsimmigration@uvic.ca

