PAAS 488 - Japanese Fantasy

Instructor: Timothy lles
Email: timiles@uvic.ca
Phone: 721-6237
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Course description:

All works of art are political; all works of art question, critique, and play with their
contexts—historical, ideological, aesthetic, and so on. Few works of art are so overtly
political as works of fantasy, in that few works so openly speculate on the possibilities of
different worlds: different social organisations, different interpersonal relations, different
environmental or technological realities. How have Japanese artists (writers, filmmakers,
etc) utilised the power of fantasy to imagine transforming their contexts into “better”
worlds? What kinds of worlds have they imagined, and what are the consequences of these?
Come and find out!




Proposed assignments:

Midterm Exam: 15%
Final Exam: 15%
Annotated Bibliography and outline 20%
Midterm Essay: 20%
Term Essay: 30%
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