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Instructor: 

Thomas Heyd, Ph.D.


Tel:  

250 – 853 3767

Class meetings:
Mon/Thur: 11:30-12:50

e-mail: 
heydt@uvic.ca
Classroom: 

HHB 110



Office: 

Clearihue B309

Office Hours:

TBA or by appt.

Course description 

This course explores the evolving and interconnected cultural dialogues of European societies as they relate to one other and the world at large. The particular experiences and cultural innovations of each European society contributes a piece to a puzzle, which considered together paints a narrative of at times contrasting and at times complementary identities. 
We will consider, for instance, how Ancient Greek ideas of democracy were enriched by Roman notions of cosmopolitanism, how Mediaeval European societies were enriched by interactions with Jewish, Muslim and Christian cultures on the Iberian Peninsula, and how European sciences arose in conjunction with artistic developments in Renaissance Italy. Throughout the course, issues such as religious intolerance, imperialism and colonialism are critically examined, as well as the collaborative endeavours that are at the root of the relative prosperity of Europe today.

Approach
Normally, each week guest speakers from the humanities, social sciences, arts, or natural sciences in provide in-depth understanding about particular topics in the first lecture period, while in the subsequent lecture the course instructor addresses those same topics in their wider context. Students are requested to prepare for lectures and discussion periods by writing up short answers to guiding questions regarding weekly assigned readings.
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