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Che h/ZSCORy oF CDiddle-carch

is che UFedme work of JRR. Colkien. A product of his deep academic dackground and his imaginacive genius,
ic scands as & Remarkadle and unique achievement. lc is Remarkaodle decause ofF ics sheer size and Range, RUN-
ning co chousands of princed pages, concaining a myriad of decails over & huge range ofF subjeccs, and unique
because ic is a crue history in ics Form and concent, and is no {ess hiscory simply decause ic is creaced.

Co some excent, all hiscory is creaced,
even che assumed real hiscory of univer-
sicy deparcmencs and professional hisco-
rRians, For everyching chac is of the human
incellect is N parRT & creadon, as Racional
processes are applied co copics and is-
sues and prodlems. Che escadlishmenc of
Fact, thac chimerical and unreliadle pseu-
do-ching so ofcen thought o be che
scufF oF real hiscory, is cerzainly co be
Found chroughouc Colkien's Discory. Buc
ic is the true and proper purpose of his-
cory chac Colkien managed co make che
scufF of his work. Ic is the underscanding
oF why and how peoples have underscood
cheir worlds, developed ideas and ideads,
comprehended che nacural and  super-
nacural, and cried co acc and react o
che circumscances in which chey Find
chemselves, all che while amidsc change
and scriving co recain condnuicy and un-

derscanding ofF chemselves and cheir soci-
ccies. Ic is For chis reason chac Colkien's J
work is besc underscood as hiscory, Ra-
ther cthan Gceracure. OF course, among
che many sources For che hiscorian is lic-
cracure, so Colkiens (iccrary oucpuc is

de Facco worchy of hiscorical scudy.

Buc Colkien creaced much more chan simple liceracure, iF he creaced liceracure ac all. Scarcing wich a
Foundadion oF new and complece languages — chemselves che Foundacion of knowing - he builc around chem
che hiscory oF & world of unrivalled depch and complexicy. And ic is no coincidence thac che mass oF mace-
rRials he produced (ooks o che hiscorian jusc (ike the records ofF crue hiscory: they are Full oF complexicy,
exiscing in various versions and replece wich concradiccions and edicorial puzzles; chere are gaps and (osses,
usually in che very places we would mosc (ke co have claricy; There are VARIOUS sudjecT areas thac wie can-
not explore, because chere is noching wich which co work. Diiscorians (ve here, wich Criol and Ramil, QDeril
and GilFanon, Galadriel and Clrond, Bitvo and [rodo. (e will live here chis Term.



