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ore become hiscory.



Che narracive of Che ZORO’ oF che Kings covers (ess chan cwo decades and marks che end
of che Chird Age of (iddle Carch. Che chree cales and che Fitms dased on chem, along wich Che
Doésic, have a unique qualicy of richness, depeh, culcure and chronology decause JRR. Colkien over his
GFecime builc & comprehensive hiscory From which chey grew. Che 3,000 years of che Chird Age, 3,300
of che Second and 600 years ofF che [irst, che 14,300 Jears of che Crees, the 34,000 Jears of che
Valar and the creacion oF the universe by llivacar represent a complex, somecimes concradictory, usual-
ly Fragmencary, ofcen diFficule, muld-Fold, 55,000-year accountc oF che hiscory oF chis world. Ic is a his-
cory oF Aman, the Sea and (Diddle-earch, wriccen in che Form of annals, scories, epic cales, songs and
poccry. Che hiscory he creaced was duilc (argely on whac he knew as a medieval scholar: in ics Forms,
preoccupacions, supposicions and visualizacions, Colkien conscrucced & hiscory chac iNCORpoRAcTes an en-
compassing and unified world view, ardiculaces hierarchies, jurisdiccions and obligacions, presencs ideals
and realicies in conscanc cension, and delivers chrilling, epic narradive scories ofF love and deach, oF war
and achievemenc and decrayal and subversion.

Che world is changed, and a changing world is che province ofF che hiscorian. [Pecer Jackson's Galadriel
cells us chac chings have been Forgoccen and are chus lost. Colkien's hiscory has decome legend: wacch-
ers, even readers, have only some sense ic is chere. And as legend diFfuses, what remaing is a vague,
mychic sense chac the (Uar oF the Ring is only the most recent act in a very, very old world.

['rRom Ainciindalé co che (War of che Ring: chis is che hiscory of Colkien's world.

Che course is builc For everyone who has an inceresc in Colkien's world and is
willing co do the work necessary co explore ics sources as & real historical rRecord. As an upper-level
medieval hiSCORg course, our Focus is on primary source macerial, the record of chis hiscory oF Arda and
iddie-carch. Jou are expecced co read che assigned macerial careFully and, while che leccures will
cover much oF whac you have read, expanding, commencing and drawing conclusions From ic, 1 will ex-
pecc thac you are already Familiar wich ic.

In che unlikely evenc chac you have noc scen Pecer Jackson's chree The Lord of che Rings Fitms you
should do so as soon as possidle. Chis will provide a dasic grounding. IF you have noc read Cotkien's Che
Lord oF che Rings dooks, chis will noc de a hindrance. Indeed, you will gec so much more From chem once
gou have done che course chac | suggesc you waic o read chem undil we are done. Jackson's The Noo-
oic: An Unexpeceed Journey, Che Oesolacion of Smaug and Che Bacele of che [ive Armies will these
Figure liccle in our undercakings, buc che Flm has some imporcant momencs.



