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Contact info: 
Instructor:       Dr. Sikata Banerjee 
Email:   sikatab@uvic.ca  
 
 
Course Description:  
This course uses a gendered lens to analyze the manner in which both the British colonial gaze 
and Indian nationalists imagined India. Indeed notions of masculinities and femininities were an 
important component of these imaginings and often shaped the lives of women in both the 
colonial and postcolonial nation. Theoretical readings, biographies, and Bollywood films will 
emphasize issues such as the implication of race and gender in European imperialism, the 
relational dynamic between white and Indian women in empire, and the 
continuities/discontinuities of this gendered legacy in contemporary nationalist images of India 
as well as political ideas shaping women’s role in the post-colonial state. 
 
Texts for Course: This will include some combination of a textbook, popular non-fiction, 
journal articles and films. 
 
Evaluation: This will include a combination of online forum engagement and essays.  
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