
In the summer of 2021, I moved from one 
island at the very eastern reaches of Canada—
Newfoundland—to another island across our 
vast country—Vancouver Island—to start my 
new position as director of CSSI. I arrived amidst 
raging wildfires and suffocating heat waves, and 
later experienced relentless rain as atmospheric 
rivers descended throughout the fall. These 
weather events serve as a stark reminder that 
we are living through an unprecedented era of 
sustainability crises with profound human and 
environmental costs. 

Despite these crises, I feel hopeful. More 
than ever, all sectors are rallying to address 

these challenges, and business is increasingly 
looking for creative solutions to address them. 
Companies are focusing on the needs of their 
various stakeholders, not just their 
shareholders. We are also seeing a growing 
number of alternative organizational forms, 
such as social enterprises, that use business as 
a tool to serve their communities and broader 
society. 

These shifts are driven in part by business 
schools that are questioning the role of 
business in society, and reimagining what 
and how they teach, conduct research and 
contribute to their communities. As a 
sustainability-oriented business school, 

Gustavson has been at the forefront of this 
movement, and this is thanks in large part to 
CSSI’s work. Over the past 10 years, CSSI has 
catalyzed cutting-edge sustainability research, 
inspired our students to become change agents 
in their organizations and communities, and 
cultivated a strong sustainability ethos within 
Gustavson and beyond.

At CSSI, we are ready to take our sustainability 
efforts to the next level by advancing a vision of 
regenerative sustainability—that means aiming 
for net-positive environmental, social and 
economic outcomes. Doing less harm and 
achieving net zero impact is no longer enough. 

Our life-supporting ecosystems and communities 
need to be restored and revitalized. We need to 
give more to the world than we take. Together 
with our CSSI fellows and partners, we feel well 
positioned to lead this transformational change 
in the years ahead. We hope you will join us.

Sincerely,

Dr. Natalie Slawinski
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