GIVING BACK

“TO KNOW OUR UVIC
COMMUNITY SUPPORTS
US STUDENTS WHEN WE
REALLY NEED IT HAS ME
LOST FOR WORDS.”
- BCOM STUDENT
SOPHIA SEEMANN

extraordinary support

Thank you, Gustavson alumni donors,
for helping our students when they needed it most
by Andrea Felix de la Rosa
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The economic effects of the
lockdown were immediate and farranging, and some of the first to feel
these effects were students who rely
on part-time and co-op jobs. As nonessential businesses closed their doors
and made difficult staffing choices
during the spring, many students found
themselves without paycheques. The
bursary offered assistance with basic
living needs like food and shelter.
“I could not secure a co-op position
that would meet both BCom co-op
requirements and my expectations,
so I switched to an academic term
for summer,” says Mizuki Ode, an
international BCom student from
Tokyo, Japan. “Thanks to the financial

support provided by Gustavson alumni
and other UVic advocates, I could
complete an international business
specialization this summer and meet
wonderful peers and professors.”
Navleen Bassi had a similar
experience. “Following the hit of
COVID-19, many of the positions I had
applied for emailed me back saying the
position was cancelled or no longer
available.”
Initiatives to bolster co-op
opportunities have since been put
in motion, including a partnership
between Gustavson Co-op and the
research non-profit Mitacs, to support
co-op terms that help small-to-medium
businesses adapt to COVID-19.
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n the wake of a quickly advancing
COVID-19 pandemic, the UVic
community came together in early
2020 to help the university meet the
overwhelming demand for student
support.
Close to 2,000 UVic students
received assistance from the COVID-19
Support Bursary, helping to alleviate
some of the financial challenges they
were facing because of the pandemic.
All in all, the contributions of
hundreds of alumni, staff, faculty and
community members, augmented by
government and university funding,
added up to more than $1.4 million
in disbursements between March and
June 2020.

BCom student recipients of the COVID-19 Support Bursary, L-R: Angelica Largo, Sophia Seemann, Behzad Valizadeh.

Cancelled co-ops were not the only
challenge students faced. The bursary
fund also helped international students
safely return home to their families, and
make the transition to online learning.
BCom Carl Haynes said the bursary
enabled him to purchase equipment
to study remotely “without growing
debt or delaying a semester, making
quarantine a whole lot easier.”
Despite COVID-19 affecting
individuals as well as companies, there
was an outpouring of response from
Gustavson alumni as they responded
to the urgent call for student support.
“As much as I had to adjust to
working from home and sheltering in
place, I thought about students and

how their adjustments were probably
much more drastic than mine,” says
James Toy, MGB ’16, from his home
in New Jersey. “I was particularly
thinking about students with
significant financial responsibilities
who are also navigating a new
environment—university—that is
now even more complicated due to
COVID-19. However I can, I want to
remove obstacles that prevent students
from making the most of their time at
UVic.”
With lockdown, cancelled co-ops
and adapting to online learning, 2020
is probably not what most students
had imagined. However, in true
Gustavson fashion, students managed

to pull together and find a little good in
the midst of uncertainty.
“Despite the challenges faced, I
found my classmates inspiring at
many times—they would fundraise for
people in need, and constantly share
their advice on how to cope with the
uncertainty of it all,” says fourth-year
Behzad Valizadeh. “The school did
a wonderful job adapting the BCom
program to an online focus and made
it a seamless transition. I am very
grateful for my colleagues and school
during this time.”
While it’s safe to say there are
unusual times still to come, financial
support from the university continues
to evolve alongside student needs.
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Remembering Ali Dastmalchian
Gustavson mourns the passing of a beloved leader and friend
by Dr. A.R. (Elango) Elangovan and Dr.Saul Klein

W

A new COVID-19 Student Support Fund was established to widen streams of assistance in areas such as housing, food, mental
health services, child care, mentoring and online learning. But the outpouring of support that came in immediate response to
this emergency only reinforces the strength of the UVic and Gustavson community.

More from Gustavson student
bursary recipients:

“I am very grateful to Gustavson
alumni for their support. In such an
unstable environment; they gave us great
encouragement.”
Ke Xing, BCom student from
Nantung, China
“Thank you very much to all the
alumni who donated! It’s a great thing
to be able to give back to students,
especially during a pandemic. I hope
that one day I will be able to support
fellow students as well.”
Lilly Rowe, BCom student
from North Vancouver, BC
“I would like to thank the alumni
who were able to donate this money, as
they ensured that I didn’t have to choose
between my education or pay for daily
necessities.”
Alam Rajabali, BCom student
from Victoria, BC
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“It has been amazing how much a
sense of community has helped in these
tough times. Thanks to the bursary, the
hard work from the Commerce Student
Society and the extra work faculty have
been putting in, a lot of my stress around
COVID-19 was alleviated.”
Cayra Tansey, BCom student
from Nanaimo, BC
“Although the future is still
uncertain, with your help, I believe many
students will be able to overcome the
difficulties that come with uncertainty.”
Yahan Jiang, BCom student
from Kunming, China
“Thank you for the donation! I’m
super appreciative to have been able
to pay my rent and keep my home in
Victoria.”
Pauneez Tourgostar, BCom student
from Vancouver, BC
“I am so thankful for the generosity of
our business school alumni. I felt proud
to be part of the Gustavson community.”
Chenyun Wang, BCom student
from Suzhou, China

“I would like to thank the
business school alumni greatly for
their generosity. To know our UVic
community supports us students
when we really need it has me lost for
words.”
Sophia Seemann, BCom student
from Sooke, BC

More from Gustavson alumni
donors to the bursary:
“When the pandemic hit, I
couldn’t imagine how difficult it
would have been for students to have
their support networks temporarily
taken away from them, let alone the
financial hardship from not being
able to earn an income. When UVic
launched the COVID-19 Student
Support Bursary, a donation felt like
the least I could do to help.”
April Gagnon, BCom ’07,
from London, UK
“The collaboration, teamwork,
sharing and support among the
cohorts I experienced during my
MBA program inspired me to give
back to those who truly need it.”
Hui-Siong Ng, MBA ’04,
from Surrey, BC
“Our professors drilled into our
minds the concept of adapting
to change. The program that the
students are currently taking is
uniquely designed to support
them and help them weather this
challenging time.”
Xiaozhi Fan (Steven), BCom ’19,
from Anshan, China. n
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“I am incredibly thankful for the
support that the business alumni
community provided me. As a first
generation immigrant in Canada, I am
thrilled to see how encouraged we are
to pursue a post-secondary education. I
hope to one day be able to offer financial
support to students in need.”
Angelica Largo, BCom student
from Tsawwassen, BC

“The most challenging part was to
take online classes in a different time
zone (14 hours difference), meaning
all my classes and BCom events were
to be at midnight. My instructors and
BCom peers were very understanding
and accommodating in terms of support
at different hours, deadline extensions,
etc. They said I was doing great almost
on a daily basis, which I found very
encouraging.”
Lan Phuong Bui, BCom student
from Hanoi, Vietnam
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“Having access to the bursary allowed
me the opportunity to complete summer
courses while becoming a temporary
healthcare worker and providing home
care to one of my close friends who is
quadriplegic. My summer courses and
healthcare work both proved to be very
rewarding experiences.”
Eddie May, BCom student from
Calgary, AB

ith the passing
of Dr. Ali
Dastmalchian in
August 2020, the University
of Victoria lost an inspiring,
dedicated and beloved
former leader. Best known
to all as simply “Ali,” he
was the much-acclaimed
dean of three business
schools in Canada over the
last 20 years and touched
the lives of thousands of
students, colleagues and
community members across
Canada and the world in
deeply positive ways. Most
of his career was spent at
the Gustavson School of
Business, where he was one of the
founding faculty members in 1990.
He served as dean between 2002 and
2012 and transformed the school
into a pioneering centre for business
education and research, shaping its
evolution as a key player on the global
scene.
Under Ali’s leadership, we
launched PhD and Master of Global
Business degree programs, sharpened
our focus on sustainability and
social responsibility, earned the
prestigious AACSB and EQUIS
accreditations, significantly expanded
our international operations, designed
unique double degrees with partner
schools and doubled the size of our
student body.
He created the school’s board of
advisers to establish a critical link
with the local business community,
and initiated the widely recognized
Distinguished Entrepreneur of
the Year Award (DEYA). Ali was
instrumental in designing our MBA
program in the early 1990s, and

facilitated the naming of the Peter B.
Gustavson School of Business and the
Sardul S. Gill Graduate School.
Throughout his tenure, Ali
remained an active researcher, leading
the GLOBE project and inspiring
countless others. He taught in
MBA, PhD and executive programs
throughout the world, with a passion
that ignited students, alumni and
business leaders alike.
While these accomplishments by
themselves are enough to mark and
celebrate a lifetime of achievement, it
was his impact on our school’s culture
and us (his colleagues) that was truly
remarkable.
Ali had a unique ability to inspire
others to dream with him, motivate
and empower each person to tap
into their undiscovered potential
and dare to step out of their comfort
zone to achieve that dream. He
helped us collaborate with each
other even when we had radically
different world views, celebrate our

togetherness and aspire to the
next summit. With patience,
active listening, trust, caring
and respect, he modelled the
way for us to relate to each
other at Gustavson, and earned
the enthusiastic support and
commitment of the business
community. Ali fostered the
collaborative, positive and
innovative culture that still
thrives at Gustavson today.
We were truly fortunate
to have had Ali as a leader,
colleague and friend. He was
a personification of warmth
and affection with a generosity
of spirit that drew people to
him. His authenticity and
humility, infused with a sense of
adventure, goodwill and humour,
made him an anchor and a compass
for our own wellbeing and growth.
We were amazed by his seemingly
unlimited energy and his capacity for
work, and moved by his kindness and
thoughtfulness. He had time for every
one of us and we were guaranteed
wise counsel and morale-boosting
support any time we needed it. He
lifted all of us who walked with him—
we became more than we ourselves
thought possible.
His impact continues to be seen
throughout the school in ways large
and small, across our programs and
people. We are inexpressibly grateful
for the genuine servant leadership,
ambitious vision and innovative
perspectives that Ali epitomized.
We mourn his loss and celebrate his
leadership and friendship—at the
university, within Gustavson and
in the community. We are richer for
having known him and poorer for
having lost him. n
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