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Thanking our 2018 Gustavson Alumni Donors
Our heartfelt thanks to all our donors for making innovative business education a reality for our students.  

And a special shout-out to our alumni donors, both those listed here and those who prefer 
to remain anonymous, for their contributions to UVic in 2018. Your generosity helps ensure today’s students  

have an experience every bit as meaningful as your own.

www.uvic.ca/gustavson/giving   |   bizalum@uvic.ca

♥ Glen Allen, BA ‘89, Dipl ‘91, MBA ‘01
♥ Dylan Amirault, BCom ‘16
♥ Stephen Anderson-Macdonald,  

BCom ‘01
♥ Abubakr Asif, MBA ‘06
♥ Laura Authier, MBA ‘12
♥ John Baytaluke, BCom ‘13
♥ Janet Bonaguro, MBA ‘05
♥ Lindsay Brookes, BCom ‘15, MPH ‘18
♥ Jill Carruthers, BSc ‘08, MBA ‘16
♥ Hao Chang, MBA ‘10
♥ Jenny Chen, MBA ‘02
♥ Marilyn Copes, MBA ‘99
♥ Adam Cox, BCom ‘98
♥ James Derpak, BCom ‘04
♥ Yishan Dong, BCom ‘13
♥ Sihong Fu, MBA ‘14

♥ Richard Fyfe, MBA ‘99
♥ Sibi George, MBA ‘17
♥ Joey Glazer, BCom ‘15 
♥ Mike Glover, BCom ‘11
♥ Salona Gounden, BCom ‘13
♥ Mike Hurrell, BCom ‘05
♥ Brent Kokoskin, MBA ‘99  

& Veronica Winkler, BCom ‘98
♥ Robert Kuhr, BCom ‘16
♥ Amrit Lalli, BCom ‘99
♥ Maria Lauridsen, BEd ’88, MBA ‘01
♥ Kelly Loudoun, MBA ‘15
♥ Isobel Mackenzie, BA ‘87, MBA ‘97
♥ Lindsay MacNeil, BCom ‘00, MSc ‘07
♥ Linda Mah, BCom ‘01
♥ Raymond Maung, MBA ‘99
♥ Brittany Million, BCom ‘11

♥ Susanne Murphy, BCom ‘12
♥ Matthew Ness, BCom ‘00
♥ Siong Ng, MBA ‘04
♥ My Phung, BCom ‘00
♥ Howard Plato, MBA ‘02
♥ Adam Pressacco, BCom ‘09
♥ Matthuw Ronald-Jones, BCom ‘99
♥ Gabriel Rose, BCom ‘05
♥ Alicia Roske, BCom ‘12
♥ Mike Sandhu, BCom ‘08, JD ‘13
♥ Grant Shapka, BCom ‘17
♥ Bryce Shoemaker, BCom ‘11
♥ Zabin Somani, BCom ‘95  

& Marc Hoelscher, BCom ‘95
♥ Rolf Warburton, BCom ‘97, LLB ‘04
♥ Luke Williams, MBA ‘96
♥ Amanda Wright, BSc ‘01, MBA ‘07

♥ Qiusheng Zhang, MGB ‘14

Leadership Giving Donors
♥ Evelyn Adu-Febiri, BCom ‘04
♥ Joanna Bateson, BCom ‘01
♥ Tina Belcourt, MBA ‘09
♥ Scott Butler, BCom ‘98
♥ Anatolijus Fouracre, BCom ‘00
♥ Phil Graham, MBA ‘05
♥ Jeff Harris, MBA ‘95  

& Lisa Harris, BA ‘91
♥ David Jiang, MBA ‘04
♥ Darius Naigamwalla, MBA ‘01
♥ Kirti Shetty, MBA ‘08
♥ Michaela Tokarski, MBA ‘01
♥ Sybil Verch, BCom ‘97
♥ Jane Zhu, MBA ‘06

G I V I N G  B A C KG I V I N G  B A C K

by Mackenzie Ford

IT’S A BRISK Friday morning in January, and dozens of 
third-year BCom students flock to the UVic campus with 
coffee and calculators in hand. Separating into teams 

and chatting nervously among themselves, the anticipation 
is tangible as they prepare for three hours of rapid financial 
calculations, creative marketing analyses and detailed 
expansion strategies. Once they’ve been ushered into a 
classroom with no computers, cell phones or external help, 
an officiator announces, “You have three hours.” The annual 
RBC Case Competition has begun.

Spearheaded in 2003 by Gustavson professors Chris 
Graham and David McCutcheon, the competition was 
created to provide a platform for all third-year BCom 
students to present a case analysis to a panel of judges 
composed of faculty, staff and community members. 

“The RBC case competition was created in order to give 
every student the experience of competing in a business case 
competition,” says Graham. Although the model in most 
schools is to open case competitions only to a few selected 
students, the Gustavson approach is different. “We believe 
in making hands-on learning a part of the program for all 
our students, not just those few that get chosen for a special 
activity like a case competition.”

Although the logistics of hosting the competition are 
formidable — just imagine what it takes to coordinate 50 
judges and 260 students for six days of competition over 

two months — the RBC Case Competition has stood the test 
of time. As the first real exposure to a case competition for 
Gustavson BCom students, the experience it provides is 
undeniably valuable.

“In classroom presentations, [the students] have had 
weeks to prepare, which they don’t for a case competition,” 
says Graham. “This forces them to get comfortable with 
group decision-making under pressure.” 

The inaugural competition was a success; however, 
it seemed like there was something missing. Graham 
wondered, was there a way to further connect the students 
to the “real world” of business? The answer was yes, and the 
solution to elevate the initiative was a partnership with RBC.

In the 2004/2005 academic year, the competition 
transformed into its current name and shape: the RBC 
Case Competition. With this newfound support, the 
judging panel expanded to include staff from the bank, and 
additional funding was provided to broaden the scope of the 
competition. For the first time there was a cash prize on the 
line, and students could receive invaluable feedback from 
industry professionals.

Now, 15 years later, “The RBC Case Competition has 
become a BCom rite of passage that every student must pass 
through on their way to becoming a business professional,” 
explains Kate Donovan, director of administration, 
undergraduate programs at Gustavson. “Without RBC’s 
contribution to our internal case competition, we simply 
wouldn’t be able to run this highly valued event for the 

MAKING THE CASE
FOR 15 YEARS 
RBC enables student learning through case competition

students. From purchasing a large number of cases, to providing their staff 
as judges in every round, RBC’s support is integral to running a competition 
of this scale.”

RBC’s support for the competition over the years is what Frank Low, 
community manager at RBC and long-time competition judge, calls a “win-
win-win for the students, UVic and RBC. It gives [RBC’s staff] a feeling of 
pride, knowing that RBC is assisting in the academic lives of UVic students. 
It also gives staff the opportunity to participate directly by volunteering to 
be a judge and it gives RBC an opportunity to get a preview glimpse at top 
talent for the future.”

The perspective that comes with years in the work force doesn’t seem to 
lessen the value of the competition for participants. Alumni often say that 
the competition is one of their most memorable experiences from their time 
in the BCom program.

“What you learn in this competition is a real life skill,” says 
Tara Hack, BCom ’06, one of the winners of the competition 
in 2005. “Pitching and selling ideas is a big part of what I do 
today and getting exposure to that at university is so important. 
I can still remember the feeling of ‘we totally nailed it,’ and 
doing it as a team was so exciting. It’s still one of my top five 
accomplishments.”

For 15 years, the RBC Case Competition has been a 
cornerstone of the Gustavson BCom program. In order to thrive 
over time, an undertaking of this scope must have champions 
from the business community, as well as stalwart internal 
supporters. Simply put, “RBC’s support is the thing that makes it 
all possible,” says Graham. n
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Students from the winning 2019 team (left) and judges from Gustavson, RBC and local businesses.

Top: Chris Graham. Middle and bottom: 2019 RBC Case Competition winning team.


