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 “The best way to bridge the gap is to try more, experience more and talk more. ”

M y name is Yang 

He. I am a 2+2 

dual degree 

graduate from University 

of Victoria and East China 

Normal University with 

major in accounting. I am 

currently working at Grant 

Thornton LLP (Vancouver 

office) in a group mainly 

serving private enterprises. 



Why did you want to study 
abroad and how you decided to 
come to UVIC?

I always wanted to have a master’s 
degree abroad not only for degree 
purposes, but also to experience 
different culture, master another 
language and gain different 
perspectives to look at things. 
When this 2+2 opportunity coming 
up, I discussed with my parents and 
consulted my cousin who was 
working in US and finally decided to 
take this chance to move my pre-
planned agenda up two years.
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In business classes, we often talk 
about how to best deal with cultural 
differences and how to integrate 
people with international 
backgrounds into cohesive teams. 
During the BCom program, did you 
find that you sometimes had to 
“bridge the gap” between cultures? If 
so, do you have any examples of this?

In my experience, it is usually the life 
experience that makes the difference. 
When one party is unfamiliar with the 
topic, there will be a gap between the 
conversation in terms of understanding 
each other. The best way to bridge the 
gap is to try more, experience more and 
talk more. 
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Can you describe your co-op 
experience, what is the biggest 
challenge you faced during the co-
op term and what is the most 
important take away you learned 
from it? And what advice would 
you give to a younger BCom dual 
degree student preparing for their 
co-op term?

The related co-op I had with my 
current job is my second and third 
co-op when I had seven -month full-
time work experience in a small-size 
accounting firm in Vancouver. To me, 
the biggest challenge during work is 
how to have conversation with 
clients in English confidently. 
Eventually my way to address this 
was to practice before I give the call, 
ask collogues for advice and of 
course, having the strong support 
from my lovely co-workers and 
supervisors. As for how to prepare for 
the co-op term, my suggestion in 
general would be to use your time 
wisely and be proactive. Work hard, 
play hard.  More importantly, always 
believe in yourself.

How you become a professional 
accountant after graduate? 
Does the co-op experience 
benefit you to get this job 
offer? 

Everything seems to be in order 
becoming a professional 
accountant with me having an 
accounting major and two co-op 
terms in public practice 
accounting industry. The co-op 
definitely helped me land the job 
with experience in this industry 
and relatively deeper 
understanding at an early career 
stage. 
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What is a typical day in the office like for you? And what do you 
like best about your job?

Typically, I go to the office around 9am, sort out the file I will work 
on for the day and then quickly get into the work status. Around 
1pm, I usually have my lunch break. Sometimes, our group out for 
lunch together. During the day, there are usually meetings 
scheduled for different purposes (training, planning etc.) I really 
enjoy the exposure to different industries, fast-paced work 
environment and the learning curve I have at work.

What was the most beneficial thing you learned and experience 
you had while in Business School? How do you use this in your 
current role?

The most beneficial thing 
would be the experience 
interacting with people from 
different background. Be 
curious, be hardworking and 
be interesting are the three 
things I learned from business 
school and still the best status 
at every role in my opinion
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“Be curious, 
be hardworking 

and 
be interesting !”

What are your top three tips for recent dual degree grads looking to 
land their first job?

1. Be proactive. No matter what you want, action is always the best solution.
2. Use the time wisely and efficiently. Time is limited and use it on the things

that you want to spend on most.
3. Be confident in yourself.
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