
THE WORLD LOOKS DIFFERENT FROM HERE



DISCOVER A CANADIAN EDUCATION
Canada is an amazing country in which to live and learn. Your Canadian degree 
will be a perfect start for whatever career you want to pursue—wherever in 
the world you want to take it (including right here in Canada, if you choose). 
Our high quality, public and affordable education system offers practical life 
skills you won’t find outside our borders. Recognized worldwide, a University 
of Victoria degree will open doors to wherever you want to go.

About the University of Victoria (UVic)
An active and diverse community of more than 20,000, we are small enough 
that you’ll see friends on campus, and large enough to make an impact on 
the world. 

UVic is a special place you have to feel to understand. It’s an environment 
of open and curious exchange—of ideas and stories, laughter and 
encouragement. It’s a community of thinkers and leaders driven by their 
imaginations who will shape the world for years to come. It truly is a one-of 
a-kind place where you will be challenged in ways you have yet to imagine.

About Victoria
Welcome to Victoria, a vibrant city at the southern tip of Vancouver Island 
on Canada’s spectacular West Coast. Perched above the beach between 
rainforests and snowcapped mountains, we’re a green city of quaint, tree-lined 
neighborhoods rich in character for you to discover and—most important of 
all—filled with warm and friendly people. In fact, we’re consistently rated as 
one of the most livable, safe and welcoming cities in the world. 

Hike the Juan de Fuca Trail, spend an evening at a poetry reading in Fernwood 
or kite-surf in the waves off Dallas Road—you’ll never run out of things to do. 
Our relaxed island lifestyle makes this the perfect place to live and learn.

 • Greater Victoria population—more than 360,000

 •  The second sunniest city in British Columbia, with an average high summer 
temperature of 22°C and an average high winter temperature of 6.9°C

 •  Voted Canada’s smartest, fittest and most walked city—we’re also the 
cycling capital of the country and one of the best cold water diving 
destinations in the world

 •  One of the best cities to live in Canada—Vancouver Island is also ranked as 
the “top island” in continental North America and one of the top ten islands 
in the world
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THE GUSTAVSON SCHOOL OF BUSINESS
The Gustavson business education and approach is founded 
on our vision and the four value pillars that underpin 
everything we do: international, integrative, innovative and 
sustainable/socially responsible. These values are incorporated 
throughout the program in course content, in teaching style, 
in developing our students’ global mindset and 

in our areas of specialization. The quality of our program is 
reflected in the thought leadership our professors bring to the 
classroom and in the accreditations we have earned from the 
Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business (AACSB) 
and the European Quality Improvement System (EQUIS). 
Among the 12,000 business schools worldwide, only the top 
0.5% schools hold both accreditations. We are also an inaugural 
member of the UN Global Compact Principles for Responsible 
Management Education (PRME) initiative whose mission is to 
inspire and champion responsible management education, 
research and thought leadership globally. 

We’re a relatively small business school, with about 
1,100 students, faculty and staff members. We get to know 
our students personally to help them excel and explore 
the exciting world of business management. 

List of Programs at Gustavson:
 Bachelor of Commerce (BCOM)

 Master of Global Business (MGB)

 MBA in Sustainable Innovation (MBA)

 Master of Management (MM)

 PhD in International Management and Organization

  Executive Programs

COHORT CLASS STRUCTURE AND LEARNING STYLE
Small class size
Gustavson highly values each student and is dedicated to 
providing the most effective learning experiences; this is 
achieved by designing our classes to be small enough for each 
student to participate during class. During the Year 3 business 
core courses, each class is fixed at approximately 30 students.

Experiential learning philosophy
Our professors try to create an active learning environment, 
encouraging students to participate during the lecture as 
much as possible to create a collaborative and cooperative 
classroom. This type of learning style makes the student an 
active participant and encourages discussion among peers.

Outside lecture assistance
Outside the classroom, professors will set aside office hours 
of 2-3 hours per week to allow students to ask questions on 
a one-on-one basis. This gives the student an opportunity to 
forge a meaningful relationship with their professors as well as 
a chance to receive guidance on certain topics/assignments.

Team projects
In your Year 3 business core classes, you will be assigned to 
a project team with whom you will complete all group work 
with during the given semester. These teams are meticulously 
assigned by the program and generally consist of four 
Canadian students and one international student. This type of 
group work reflects the reality of the working environment, 
encouraging students to look at each problem from different 
perspectives and to learn from each other.

YEAR FALL SPRING SUMMER

YEAR 1 Microecon • Math • Stats • 2 English
+  Non-Business Electives

Free

YEAR 2 Work Term 1

YEAR 3
BCom Core  

Business Courses
BCom Core  

Business Courses
Work Term 2

YEAR 4
International  

Exchange
Work Term 3

Bcom  
Specialization

PROGRAM SEQUENCING 2+2



INTERNATIONAL  
EXCHANGE PROGRAM
During the fourth year of your BCom studies, you will have the 
opportunity to participate in an international exchange with one of our 
80+ partner institutions in 44 different countries. Through this one term 
study, you will gain additional international experience on top of your 
Canadian education, and further expand your professional network 
beyond our borders. During your exchange term, all courses taken on 
exchange will transfer back as credit towards your UVic degree and you 
will only need to pay your regular UVic tuition rate. 

If you want to embark on another cultural adventure and deepen your 
global perspective—our International Exchange Program is surely an 
option you want to consider.
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Among finishing papers, preparing 
presentations, and racing to find a co-op 
it is easy to get caught up in the fast-
paced life we are subject to back home. 
Having been in Asia for nearly 4 months 
now I have realized that I was caught 
up in this way of living and never had a 
chance to step back and reflect on my life. 
This picture of me was taken at the Ubud 
rice terraces in Bali, Indonesia where the 
calm demeanor of the locals and quiet 
trickling of the irrigation seemed to slow 
everything around me and contrast just 
how rushed things can be back home.

—Dane Broere, BCom 2018

During my 4 month exchange term in 
Sweden, I completed an entrepreneurial 
project with teammates, attended a trade 
show, learned the Swedish language, 
travelled extensively and left my footprint 
all over Europe! The biggest impact exchange 
had on me was not how much academic 
knowledge I acquired in class but learning 
to discard preconceived notions about other countries and to critically 
think about culture. My exchange term gave me the opportunity 
to understand the world more objectively. Because of these new 
life experiences, I now have a better understanding of the world.

—Susan Liang, BCom 2017



As part of the graduation requirement, all Gustavson BCom students 
must complete three paid Co-op work terms. During your paid co-op 
terms, you will gain relevant work experience between your academic 
sessions and will have an opportunity to apply the theoretical knowledge 
gained in your classroom into real-life practice. Co-op work terms can 
either be done in Canada or overseas, depending on your interest. Upon 
graduating, the professional development you have built during your 
co-op terms will provide you with a competitive advantage and a head 
start in your career path.

Co-op Program Office
The University of Victoria’s Co-op program is the third largest in Canada 
and is dedicated to helping you succeed throughout your co-op terms. As 
a Gustavson student, you will be assigned a dedicated co-op coordinator 
that will help you plan your professional career goals, assist you with 
writing a professional resume and cover letter, practice your interview skills, 
etc. The Co-op Program office also hosts alumni forums, mock interviews 
with real companies and facilitate professional networking events. 

List of sample employers who have hired 
internationals students before:

• KPMG, Victoria
• Swatch, Shanghai, China
• Royal Bank of Canada (RBC), Victoria
• Four Seasons Hotels and Resorts, Whistler
•  BC Investment & Management Corporation 

(BCIMC), Victoria
•  Canadian Agricultural Commodities Trading 

Company, Ottawa
•  Shanghai Economic Development Research 

Center, Shanghai, China
• China Unicom, Sichuan, China
• Talisman Energy, Calgary
• Hydro One, Toronto
• Aga Khan University, Kenya
• Airbus, France, UK and Germany
•  Canadian Chamber of Commerce, Shanghai 

and Hong Kong
•  Touchdown! Education Consulting, Beijing
• Western Digital, Thailand

CO-OPERATIVE EDUCATION PROGRAM (CO-OP) 

909•484
909 CO-OP PLACEMENTS WITH 484 EMPLOYERS

EXECUTIVE MENTORS
350 “

”

The Gustavson Co-op program helped me learn how to be a 
successful business professional and prepared me for life after 
graduation. In fact, I was able to secure a full-time position 
post-graduation with one of the companies I completed a 
co-op with. The program provided real-world experience and 
allowed me to try different jobs in order to decide what career  
path was best for me.

—Laurier LaMarche (USA), BCom 2017



STUDENTS AND ALUMNI

Shusuke Takamizawa
BCom ‘19, 

After majoring in Business Administration 
at Meiji University in Japan, Shusuke 
joined the dual degree program in 2017. 
Shusuke’s advice to current students is to 
participate as much as possible in class and 
take advantage of the amazing support systems available to 
students, not only from BCom staff and faculty, but from other 
students as well. Shusuke completed all three of his coops in 
Japan, and was very happy to complete his final coop position 
at BlackRock Japan Co. Ltd., a well-known global financial 
investment company in Tokyo where he has been offered a job 
post graduation. 

Cheryl (Miaoxin) Cui  
BCom ‘18, Financial Planning Associate – 
BMO Financial Group

During her time at Gustavson, Cheryl 
developed an extensive professional 
network of students, professors and 
employers. She also landed a co-op 
position with China Everbright Bank in Beijing, where she was 
able to explore the financial industry. Cheryl remarks, “Having 
the privilege to work in different industries as part of the 
BCom co-op program provided me with so many networking 
opportunities. These experiences have guided me towards 
a clearer career path.” Immediately after graduation, Cheryl 
landed a position with BMO Financial Group.

Catherine Musgrave 
BCom ‘19

During her BCom journey, Catherine 
gained valuable work experience in 
international marketing and trade policy. 
In addition to working for a CRM company 
in Munich, she also completed an 
International Marketing internship with Hartmann Group in 
Germany and an exchange semester in Denmark. For her final 
co-op work term, Catherine worked as a Trade Policy Analyst 
for Global Affairs Canada to support the ratification and 
implementation of the modernized NAFTA. 

QUESTIONS? CONTACT US: 
Sheri Love, Global Engagement and Business Development 
250-472-5107 • gsbglobal@uvic.ca
uvic.ca/gustavson/international/international/dual-degree-program/

Peter B. Gustavson School of Business

gustavsonuvic sheriloveyasue 

UVicBusinessSchool
ID: sheriloveuvic

Xiaoli Wang 
BCom ‘19, Graduate School at University 
of Tokyo

Xiaoli is a dual degree student from East 
China Normal University, China. She has 
always been passionate about taking 
her career to the international stage. 
During her BCom, she selected the International Business 
specialization and went on exchange to Waseda University in 
Japan. She was able to secure co-op positions in both Victoria 
and in China, the latter at Fudan University in the Center for 
China Relations. Xiaoli is currently undertaking a master’s 
degree at the University of Tokyo focusing on research in 
society and economics in Asian countries. 

Lennart Luke-Sieger
BCom ’19 

Lennart joined our dual degree program 
in 2017 from Witten Herdecke University 
in Germany. Lennart applied for a 
coop challenge upon entering BCom 
and completed his second work term 
at Luft & Sieger GmbH in Germany working as an Office 
Administrator. He completed his third work term at Nokia 
Canada in the Ontario Office as Co-op Projects and Operations 
Coordinator. Lennart was also able to go on exchange to IE 
Business School. He returns to Germany to continue working 
and plans to start a master’s program in the near future. 

Liam Grigg
BCom ‘18, Project Manager – BC Association  
of Aboriginal Friendship Centres

During his time in the BCom program, 
Liam gained valuable experience with 
international business, sustainable 
development and poverty reduction. Liam’s 
passion for environmental preservation led him to a co-op 
work term in Southern Province, Zambia, where he focused on 
business education and community development. Liam now 
manages a province-wide Youth Entrepreneur Program for 
indigenous youth. The experiences and knowledge obtained 
through his degree allow Liam to bring awareness and 
opportunity to indigenous youth developing their business 
skills and exploring their entrepreneurial spirit.
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