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Abstract 
 
In this thesis, I reflect on the ethical and theoretical foundations of researching (and re-

searching) sexualized violence with Indigenous girls in remote communities in northern British 

Columbia, Canada, through a project called Sisters Rising, an Indigenous-led, community-

based research study focused on centering Indigenous teachings related to sovereignty and 

gender well-being. Through an emergent methodology drawing from witnessing and borderland 

feminisms to conduct arts- and land-based workshops with girls and community members, I 

sought to unsettle my relationships as a diasporic frontline worker to the communities and lands 

I work with. To disrupt traditional hegemonic discourses of settler colonialism, I look to arts-

based and collective witnessing, reflecting on how alternative, safer spaces for Indigenous girls 

can be created for resistance and (re)storying connections to land and relationships. 


