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Why UVic?
At the University of Victoria, you’ll have access to world-class research 
facilities, expert faculty and a supportive academic community. 

Our rankings demonstrate our strong reputation for research and 
academics. We’re well-known for our welcoming and inclusive community. 
And our commitment to diversity, equity and inclusion is reflected in our 
policies, programs and services.

Victoria is home to a thriving research community with many 
opportunities for you to collaborate on interdisciplinary projects. UVic has 
strong ties with local businesses and organizations, providing you with 
opportunities to gain real-world experience during your degree.

Victoria is also consistently ranked as one of the most liveable cities in the 
world thanks to its mild climate, beautiful scenery and high quality of life. 
As a graduate student, you’ll appreciate the city’s walkability, bike lanes 
and easy access to outdoor activities year-round.

Aaron Hoyle is a climate policy researcher and PhD candidate in 
the School of Public Administration. His doctoral research involves 
assessing the effectiveness of alternative climate policy pathways 
that are likely to meet Canada’s greenhouse gas emissions targets.

We acknowledge and respect the Lək̓ʷəŋən peoples on 
whose territory the university stands and the Songhees, 
Esquimalt and W̱SÁNEĆ peoples whose historical 
relationships with the land continue to this day.



Graduate programs  
at UVic 
Choose from over 160 graduate programs across many disciplines to align with your unique 
academic, research and professional interests.  

As a graduate student at UVic, you’ll belong to a department or faculty—a community 
of scholars similarly dedicated to advancing knowledge in your field of study. Graduate 
programs are intense and challenging, and you’ll receive personalized support, guidance 
and resources to ensure your success. 

Master’s programs 
Deepen your knowledge and skills in a field of study beyond those obtained in your 
bachelor’s degree. Some master’s programs are professionally oriented and offer learning 
outcomes aimed at professional or career-related skills. Others are research-based and 
provide a stepping-stone into doctoral programs.  

Doctoral programs 
A broad range of doctoral programs is available, leading to the Doctor of Philosophy (PhD), 
the most advanced academic credential. When you obtain a PhD, you will be recognized as 
having a command of a specific field of study.  

Your doctoral dissertation will embody original work and constitute a significant 
contribution to knowledge in your field. It will contain evidence of broad familiarity of the 
relevant literature and will demonstrate a critical understanding of the works of scholars 
closely related to the subject of your dissertation. Material embodied in your dissertation 
should, in the opinion of scholars in the field, merit publication. 

Certificate and diploma programs 
We offer several graduate certificate and diploma programs, which are shorter in duration 
than degree programs and offer specialized advanced training in a particular discipline. 

Customize your own interdisciplinary program 
If you want to combine more than one field of study, and tailor an academic program to 
your unique interests, consider an individual interdisciplinary graduate program. You’ll work 
with co-supervisors and faculty members (your supervisory committee) from at least two 
different units to develop an individual program tailored to your interests. Contact them at 
intdadv@uvic.ca before you start applying for an interdisciplinary graduate program. 

Find the graduate program that’s right for you. uvic.ca/graduate
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Tuition and 
financial support 
Tuition
In general, the tuition rates for international students do not differ greatly from those  
for Canadian citizens/permanent residents. Use our tuition estimator to get a basic estimate 
of tuition for graduate students enrolled in full-time studies at UVic.

uvic.ca/graduate/finances/tuition-costs

Funding your graduate studies
Funding for your graduate studies may come in the form of a UVic fellowship, teaching 
assistantship, research assistantship or a combination of all three. You may also be eligible 
for a wide range of needs-based bursaries, merit-based fellowships, and internally and 
externally funded awards. Certain research projects may also be eligible for federal research 
council funding. See your range of options at uvic.ca/graduatestudies/finances and be 
sure to identify any additional funding opportunities available from your academic unit.

For more information about funding, contact the graduate secretary for your program.

uvic.ca/graduate/contacts/admissions-assistance

Teaching assistantships and research assistantships
You can apply through your academic unit for several forms of paid employment that 
will provide valuable professional development opportunities throughout your degree. 
These opportunities include working as a teaching assistant (TA), research assistant (RA), 
scientific assistant or laboratory instructor. Applicants should speak with their prospective 
supervisor about the availability of these opportunities. These opportunities are not 
available in all programs.

Graduate fellowships, awards and scholarships
UVic provides a variety of scholarships to graduate students:

	• University of Victoria Doctoral Fellowship – $10,000 to $20,000

	• University of Victoria Master’s Fellowship – $10,000 to $17,500 

	• University of Victoria Graduate Award – Doctoral or Master’s – Up to $10,000

	• University of Victoria President’s Research Scholarship for federal council scholarship 
holders – $5,000

	• University of Victoria Graduate Entrance Award for new first-class graduate students – 
$5,000

	• A variety of donor-sponsored graduate scholarships – $1,000 to $30,000
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Admission 
requirements
Admission to a master’s program

	• Completion of a four-year bachelor’s degree (or equivalent) from 
an institution recognized by UVic

	• Equivalent of a minimum “B” average over the last two years of 
your degree

	• Must meet UVic’s English Language Proficiency Requirement

	• Must meet any requirements specific to your program of study

Admission to a doctoral program
	• Completion of an acceptable master’s degree (or equivalent) from 
an institution recognized by UVic

	• Must meet UVic’s English Language Proficiency Requirement

	• Must meet any requirements specific to your program of study

or

	• If you have a first-class average in the last two years of a bachelor’s 
degree, you may also be considered

	• Must meet UVic’s English Language Proficiency Requirement

	• Must meet any requirements specific to your program of study

English language proficiency requirements
You must demonstrate English language proficiency to attend UVic. 
You have met this requirement if:

	• English is your primary language

	• you’ve spent the last three years before coming to UVic in an 
English-speaking country

	• you have a degree from a designated English-speaking country

	• you have a degree from a recognized institution at which the 
language of instruction is English

We accept three language tests as proof of language proficiency: 
TOEFL, IELTS or MET. Official test score reports must be sent directly  
to UVic by the testing agency.

We cannot accept test scores more than two years old.

#1 
Canadian comprehensive 
university for promoting 
Indigenous visibility 

Maclean’s 2022

#1 
Canadian comprehensive 
university for the number  
of NSERC and CIHR medical 

and science grants per  
faculty member 

Maclean’s 2022

Geography master’s student Lauren Man studies kelp 
forest resilience in the Broughton Archipelago.

#3
in the world and #1 in 

Canada for climate action 
2023 Times Higher Education  

Impact Rankings

In the top 10
universities globally  
for working towards  
UN Sustainable 

Development Goals 
2023 Times Higher Education  

Impact Rankings
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Preparing you 
for your career
Graduate co-op opportunities
Earn while you learn, gain valuable experience and develop career 
networks. Participate in co-op during your graduate program.

uvic.ca/coop/grad-students

A third of co-op students find permanent positions with their 
former co-op employers after graduation, making co-op a smart 
choice to launch your career.

Three Minute Thesis competition
Improve your communication and presentation skills in the Three 
Minute Thesis competition.

uvic.ca/3minutethesis

Graduate Certificate in Learning and Teaching 
in Higher Education
Earn a Graduate Certificate in Learning and Teaching in Higher 
Education to help you move into a teaching career in higher 
education. For UVic doctoral students only. 

uvic.ca/lathe

Support for your entrepreneurial ideas
UVic’s on-campus venture incubator helps entrepreneurs get 
fundamental support and mentorship to take business concepts 
from idea to investor-ready. We provide tools, expertise and 
space on campus to help entrepreneurs develop their ideas, and 
we partner clients with advisors and mentors from outside the 
university who provide valuable input and connections. 

uvic.ca/innovation

Master’s student in Theatre, Francis Matheu, directs 
plays that address relevant issues facing society. 

Home to one of the  
largest graduate co-op 
programs in Canada

#1
comprehensive university  
in Canada for preparing  
career-ready students

2022 Times Higher Education Global  
University Employability Rankings

Electrical and Computer Engineering PhD student 
Parinaz Moazzezi is researching cleaner materials  
for producing solar power. 

Scan to learn more about programs, 
admission and research at UVic  

or visit uvic.ca/graduate.
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How to apply
1. Before you apply
Admission to UVic Graduate Studies is competitive. It’s never too early to contact your 
academic unit and start planning your application to make yourself as attractive a 
candidate as possible. Our website lists all the important steps you need to take before 
you apply, such as reviewing admission requirements, required documents and English 
language proficiency requirements. uvic.ca/grad/admissions

Most graduate programs require students to have a supervisor. A great supervisor oversees 
your academic work, is passionate about your subject area and is invested in your success. 
There is some variation when it comes to academic supervision at UVic, so be sure to 
confirm the specific details with your academic unit. You may be assigned a supervisor or 
be expected to find your own. In some instances, you must identify an available supervisor 
before you begin your studies. 

Learning as much as you can about the faculty members who you will be working with 
increases your chances for success. Faculty members may be more open to acting as your 
supervisor if you

	• make contact well in advance of your desired academic entry point,

	• develop a statement of your research interests and preferred areas of focus,

	• spend time exploring their research, publications, funding sources and CVs, and

	• consider the mutual time investment required.

If you’re responsible for identifying a supervisor, we recommend you talk to several 
professors before asking one to oversee your work. Where possible, connect with those 
on your short list to discuss your research goals and their availabilities for your desired 
study period.

2. Apply for admission
Apply online at uvic.ca/application. You will be asked to pay your application fee by  
credit card.

3. Application status
Shortly after you’ve applied, you’ll receive your UVic student ID number by email. This 
will include instructions for checking your status online. You’ll be contacted by email 
once an admission decision has been made, and you’ll be notified if anything further is 
required. Make sure to add @uvic.ca to your safe-senders list.

4. Once you are accepted
Review our resources for newly accepted students. uvic.ca/grad/new
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University of Victoria @UniversityOfVictoria University of Victoria 

UNIVERSITY OF VICTORIA, CANADA     

GRADUATE ADMISSIONS & RECORDS:   P: 250-472-4657  |  garo@uvic.ca

FACULTY OF GRADUATE STUDIES:  P: 250-721-7970  |  F: 250-721-8957  |  fgs@uvic.ca

STUDENT RECRUITMENT:  P: 250-721-8949  |  recruitment@uvic.ca

RESIDENCE SERVICES – GRADUATE HOUSING:  P: 250-721-8395  |  F: 250-721-8930  |  housing@uvic.ca

If there are any discrepancies between this publication and the University of Victoria Graduate Calendar, 
the calendar will take precedence.
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