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Dear Alumni,

I am pleased to introduce the first Faculty of Engineering 
newsletter to accompany The Torch. As engineering and 
computer science alumni, you are part of a community 
of people numbering over 5,000 who continue to make 
significant and distinctive contributions to our profession 
and to many related fields. Your successes strengthen the 
reputations of both the Faculty of Engineering and the 
University of Victoria. In return, that reputation enhances 
the value of all our degrees. It is my pleasure to reconnect 
with you. 

Having started in 1983, we are proud of what has 
been accomplished as we enter our twenty-fifth 
year and we are particularly proud of the students 
who have studied in our faculty. We are excited 
about the prospects that lie before us. One of 
the great strengths of our faculty is the balance 
we have established between undergraduate 
education, graduate programs, and research; 
a balance we intend to maintain as the faculty 
moves forward.

The new Engineering / Computer Science (ECS) 
building was completed in May 2006 and now 
houses the Computer Science Department offices, 

teaching lab and research facilities. The Engineering and 
Computer Science/MATH Cooperative Education offices are 
also located in ECS. ECS is a “green” building representing 
a new standard in environmentally conscious construction 
on campus, and we applaud the University for this 
significant step.

The Faculty of Engineering would not be the amazing 
place it is without you, our alumni, and we’re committed 
to finding new and creative ways to strengthen our bonds 
with you. As always, I would love to hear your thoughts and 
suggestions about things we can do better—along with 
what we’re doing well. Please feel free to drop me a line at 
dean@engr.uvic.ca.  

On behalf of everyone in the faculty, I offer our best wishes 
for your continued success. I hope that the near future 
brings you back to the University of Victoria - and back to the 
Faculty of Engineering. 

I invite you to keep up with faculty developments by 
checking our web pages at http://www.engr.uvic.ca/.  

Yours sincerely, 
D. Michael Miller, PhD, PEng 
Dean of Engineering
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Moving Forward    
News from the Dean’s Office

Working in collaboration with Fran Hunt-
Jinnouchi, Director of UVic’s Office of Indigenous 
Affairs, and Ed Lowe, Chair of the Aboriginal 
Peoples Networking Group for IBM, a team of 
UVic Computer Scientists are working to create a 
sustainable infrastructure for computer literacy 
and education in BC’s aboriginal communities. By 
invitation from educators in both local (Tsawout, 
Tseycum, Esquimalt and the Saanich Indian School 
Board) and remote (Gwa’sala-’Nakwaxda’xw, 
Quatsino, Kwakiutl, Kingcome Inlet and Bella Bella) 
communities, Anthony Estey, a UVic BSeng student, 
will be working in these communities, integrating 
Computer Science concepts into existing afterschool 
programs using a unique combination of graphical 
programming languages, robotics, and soccer! 

This past summer, Celina Gibbs, a UVic PhD student, 
raised enough funds from NSERC-Pacific to offer 
three afternoon workshops to Tsawout summer 
camp students on location at UVic. In this camp, 
students were given the opportunity to explore 
their surroundings using technology, such as Google 
Maps and Google Earth, the CRD camera on Race 
Rocks, and images from the Venus/Neptune project 
off Cordova Spit. They also participated in several 
Unplugged Activities, a robotics workshop, group 
problem solving activities, and had an opportunity 
to write a program to create their own version of a 
simple video game, Pong. 

ACCESS could be built upon to create an even more 
outstanding program. We would like to expand this 
program through Engineers Without Borders and 
other affiliated organizations. We also welcome 
support from industry, community members and 
other individuals willing to donate some of their 
time and/or resources. If you would like more 
information or an opportunity to support our 
program financially, please contact Christine Roome 
at 250-472-4210 or croome@uvic.ca.

New ACCESS Program  
Connecting with 
Aboriginal Communities

Engineering

Design: UVic Graphic Services

Photography: As credited, UVic Photo Services

Alan Wong spent the last five years of his life earning a 
degree in Mechanical Engineering from the University 
of Victoria. He exemplified the morals of an engineer by 
taking pride in the work he did and by going out of his 
way to make sure things were right.

Though his life was short; it was full of happiness, and 
laughter. Alan Wong died in a tragic car accident on his 
way to work in Fort McMurray on December 4th 2006. 

Earlier this year, Alan’s family and friends established 
The Alan Wong Memorial Bursary to ensure that North 
Island students are given the opportunity to share in the 
joys and struggles that are inherent to student life—the 
same ones that Alan willingly and enthusiastically 
embraced. Our goal is to raise at least $10,000 to establish 
an endowment which will provide an annual bursary 
of $450. We hope that we can count on your support, 
whether through a one-time gift or a pledge of monthly 
or quarterly gifts. 

If you would like to make a contribution to the Alan Wong 
Memorial Bursary, please contact Marion Grau 
(250) 721-6003 or on the web at:
http://development.uvic.ca/ag_home.htm

The Alan Wong 
Memorial Bursary 
Honouring Excellence  
and Spirit

Since its establishment in 1983, our Department has 
indeed grown dramatically. We have an enviable reputation 
for graduate studies and research. More than 120 PhD 
degrees have been awarded since the department’s 
establishment in 1983 and our graduates can be found in 
academic positions around the world or working in leading 
industries such as Intel, Microsoft and Nortel.

Currently, we offer options in computer music, physics, 
and mechatronics and embedded systems. Starting in 
Summer 2008, we plan to offer a Biomedical Engineering 
option to train electrical and computer engineers to work 
in the biomedical field. 

Some of our research highlights include: Dr. Subhasis 
Nandi’s work in fault detection in motors; Dr. Stephen 
Neville’s investigation into computer and internet security; 

Dr. Chris Papadopoulos’ explorations in nanotechnology; 
and Dr. Reuven Gordon’s research in photonics. We have 
one Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada, nine Fellows of 
the IEEE, five Fellows of the EIC, one Lansdowne Chair, and 
four CRC Chairs.

The resources in our Department are state of the art. We 
have first-class computer facilities and well-equipped 
laboratories which enable faculty and students to conduct 
research in a vast range of fields from communications 
and signal processing to optics and medical imaging. 
Moreover, we spearheaded UVic’s involvement in high 
performance computing and association with WestGrid, 
and new equipment valued at $6 million is arriving soon.

For more news, see: http://www.ece.uvic.ca/

Electrical and Computer 
Engineering  
Dramatic Growth
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Officially we are the Office of the NSERC Chair in Sustainable Energy Systems Design 
Engineering, but Design Engineering Office (DEO) is much easier to say and remember. 
We are a small, but dedicated group working under the umbrella of the Faculty of 
Engineering. The Design Office was founded in January 2006 when Dr. Peter Wild received 
the NSERC Chair in Sustainable Energy Systems Design Engineering. Dr Wild continues to 
head up the Office with support supplied by Jason Bazylak and Lawrence Pitt.

Our primary goal is to enhance the design experience that engineering students gain at 
UVic, while increasing their exposure to the field of Sustainable Energy Systems. Our work 
covers all engineering disciplines and we strive to be a solid resource for all engineering 
faculty students. The following describes some of our academic and industry initiatives.

The Sustainable Energy Systems Design (SESD) Co-op Program is a joint initiative 
between the DEO and the Engineering & Computer Science / Math Co-op Program. The 
initiative encourages employers, through work term sponsorship, to hire UVic engineering 
students into SESD related work terms.
  
Curriculum Development Grants are awarded to faculty and staff to support initiatives 
that enhance the design content for engineering students. Previous initiatives funded 
include: Additional design modules in ELEC199; Platform redesign for the autonomous 
flying vehicle course; and Design of an advanced Lego Mindstorm workshop for use in the 
Women in Engineering and Computer Science program.
 
The SESD Project Course provides an opportunity for multidisciplinary teams of 
engineering students to work with industry clients to design and potentially build 
sustainable energy systems and products. At the end of the course students display their 
design work at a public presentation held at the university.
 
The First-year Design Challenge will introduce first-year engineering students to the 
design process as early in their undergraduate careers as possible. On their second day 
of classes student teams will design, build and test a multidisciplinary project. Several 
first-year instructors are involved in the project through the building of ties between the 
design challenge work and the first-year curriculum.
 
For more information about the Design office, please contact Jason Bazylak, Design 
Engineer, at (250) 853-3135 or design@engr.uvic.ca. For more information on the above 
and to keep informed about the developments in the Design Office, we invite you to 
explore our website at: http://design.engr.uvic.ca.

Design Engineering Office 
Sustainable Energy Systems

In the summer of 2006, the Department of Computer Science moved into its exciting new 
building adjacent to the engineering buildings. Our consolidation into a single location 
with state of the art facilities has been very beneficial, and we have been delighted that 
all of our offices and labs have natural light.  

Much of the expansion of the department in the last five years has been funded under 
the provincial government’s Double The Opportunities program, designed to increase 
enrolment in Computer Science and Electrical and Computer Engineering. On that 
note, one of our initiatives has been to encourage the recruitment and retention of 
women in computer science programs. The success of this initiative has enabled us 
to avoid the North American trend for a reduction in the percentage of women in 
computer science programs.

In the last ten years, the Department of Computer Science has made remarkable
progress. The number of faculty members has almost doubled resulting in 
a very strong research core in almost all areas of the discipline. Also, in 2003 and 2004 
we were the first university in Canada to introduce a set of new and exciting combined 
programs between Computer Science and other disciplines including Visual Arts, Music, 
Psychology, Health Information Science and Geography.

There is collaboration among researchers within Computer Science and there is much 
interdisciplinary collaboration with Humanities, Social Sciences, Human and Social
Development, Fine Arts, Science and Engineering. Beyond UVic and on a national and 

international level, we are also creating more opportunities to collaborate and share 
our research. 

Our Department has been strengthened by the recent addition of outstanding new faculty 
members Bruce Gooch and Amy Gooch. We also currently have three Canada Research 
Chairs. Brian Wyvill joined us in January of this year; he specializes in Computer Graphics.  
In 2005, Margaret-Anne Storey (Software and knowledge visualization) and Venkatesh 
Srinivasan (Complexity of computing) began their 5-year tenure as Research Chairs. Bruce 
Gooch, Amy Gooch and Brian Wyvill are all outstanding researchers within the broad area 
of computer graphics. 

If you would like to keep abreast of the new developments in Computer Science at UVic, 
please visit our website at: http://www.csc.uvic.ca/. 

The Department of Computer Science  
A New Generation

First-year engineering students with their electromagnetic, micro-controlled crane at 
the Design Engineering Office hosted 2007 Design Engineering Challenge.

Computer Science student Dylan Cheon

Dr. Curran Crawford’s passion is energy.  His research is 
motivated by a desire to enable a societal transition to 
a sustainable future. He was raised in Victoria where 
he obtained his undergraduate degree in Mechanical 
Engineering at UVic in 2001. His interest in aerospace took 
him to MIT where, in his first year, his interest shifted to 
sustainable energy technologies. After he left MIT, Curran’s 
studies took him to Cambridge University in the UK, where 
his research on wind turbines earned him his PhD in 2006.

Dr. Crawford came back to UVic early in 2007 and is now an Assistant Professor in the Department of Mechanical 
Engineering. His goal is to teach beyond the basics and to support student projects.  He is involved with UVic Aero and the 
Design Engineering Office. This year, he is teaching Solid Mechanics I and Design of Mechanical Elements. His philosophy is 
to relate course material to a wider engineering context and encourage the development of theoretical knowledge through 
real-world projects, which he hopes will create enthusiastic and motivated students. He is building a research group 
focused on applying multidisciplinary optimization techniques to sustainable energy systems, including wind and tidal 
turbines, combined with energy system modeling.

Outside of his academic interests, he is an avid builder and rider of bicycles, particularly the recumbent and tandem varieties. 

The Ocean Engineering Research Group in the Faculty 
of Engineering at the University of Victoria develops 
advanced technologies for studying, working in, and 
exploring all facets of the world’s oceans, lakes and rivers. 

Professors and students within the group share a keen 
interest in the aquatic environment and have a wide 
range of academic and engineering expertise in subsea 
technology research and development.

In addition to being a strong supporter of both graduate 
and undergraduate student led technology developments 
and initiatives such as the AUVIC program, the OER Group 
also facilitates academic and industrial collaborations 
across the disciplines of engineering, science and the 
humanities with a focus on industrial relevance and 
environmental stewardship.

The majority of the globe is underwater yet has sparsely 
been viewed by humans let alone studied. Our children 
and the generations that follow are dependent on the 

well being of the world’s oceans and freshwater resources, 
yet we have little presence, and scarce information about 
events and processes there. This is largely because the 
underwater environment is harsh and we are ill adapted 
to it, and this in turn highlights the vital importance of 
underwater technology. We need underwater technology 
because access to, and information about the 71% of our 
world that is underwater is essential to our own well being.

To learn more about our research, please visit our website 
at: http://www.ece.uvic.ca/~pkraeutn/index.html

Profile 
A UVic Alumni Has  
Come Home

Ocean Engineering 
Research Group 
An Introduction

Ever wondered what happened to 
your lab partner from second year 
thermodynamics? Or maybe you 
would like someone to locate you! 
In any event, consider joining our 
online community. 

To connect with other graduates, 
learn about exciting events, and 
get the latest news on the UVic 
Engineering community look up 
our Alumni group on Facebook—
“University of Victoria Faculty of 
Engineering Alumni.” We are 174 
members and counting! You can 
also visit our website at:  
http://www.engr.uvic.ca/ 

If you are interested in becoming 
more involved in the Engineering 
Alumni Chapter, please contact 
Doug Ransom at:  
doug.ransom@alumni.uvic.ca 

For more information about the 
Faculty of Engineering, to make a 
contribution to the Faculty, or if 
you have an idea for an innovative 
gift, please contact Christine 
Roome at 250-472-4210 or at 
croome@uvic.ca. 

In fact, the financial contributions 
of our alumni represent a vital 
resource for the Faculty’s programs 
and services.

Stay in Touch  
New Alumni Group

invent the Future
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Officially we are the Office of the NSERC Chair in Sustainable Energy Systems Design 
Engineering, but Design Engineering Office (DEO) is much easier to say and remember. 
We are a small, but dedicated group working under the umbrella of the Faculty of 
Engineering. The Design Office was founded in January 2006 when Dr. Peter Wild received 
the NSERC Chair in Sustainable Energy Systems Design Engineering. Dr Wild continues to 
head up the Office with support supplied by Jason Bazylak and Lawrence Pitt.

Our primary goal is to enhance the design experience that engineering students gain at 
UVic, while increasing their exposure to the field of Sustainable Energy Systems. Our work 
covers all engineering disciplines and we strive to be a solid resource for all engineering 
faculty students. The following describes some of our academic and industry initiatives.

The Sustainable Energy Systems Design (SESD) Co-op Program is a joint initiative 
between the DEO and the Engineering & Computer Science / Math Co-op Program. The 
initiative encourages employers, through work term sponsorship, to hire UVic engineering 
students into SESD related work terms.
  
Curriculum Development Grants are awarded to faculty and staff to support initiatives 
that enhance the design content for engineering students. Previous initiatives funded 
include: Additional design modules in ELEC199; Platform redesign for the autonomous 
flying vehicle course; and Design of an advanced Lego Mindstorm workshop for use in the 
Women in Engineering and Computer Science program.
 
The SESD Project Course provides an opportunity for multidisciplinary teams of 
engineering students to work with industry clients to design and potentially build 
sustainable energy systems and products. At the end of the course students display their 
design work at a public presentation held at the university.
 
The First-year Design Challenge will introduce first-year engineering students to the 
design process as early in their undergraduate careers as possible. On their second day 
of classes student teams will design, build and test a multidisciplinary project. Several 
first-year instructors are involved in the project through the building of ties between the 
design challenge work and the first-year curriculum.
 
For more information about the Design office, please contact Jason Bazylak, Design 
Engineer, at (250) 853-3135 or design@engr.uvic.ca. For more information on the above 
and to keep informed about the developments in the Design Office, we invite you to 
explore our website at: http://design.engr.uvic.ca.

Design Engineering Office 
Sustainable Energy Systems

In the summer of 2006, the Department of Computer Science moved into its exciting new 
building adjacent to the engineering buildings. Our consolidation into a single location 
with state of the art facilities has been very beneficial, and we have been delighted that 
all of our offices and labs have natural light.  

Much of the expansion of the department in the last five years has been funded under 
the provincial government’s Double The Opportunities program, designed to increase 
enrolment in Computer Science and Electrical and Computer Engineering. On that 
note, one of our initiatives has been to encourage the recruitment and retention of 
women in computer science programs. The success of this initiative has enabled us 
to avoid the North American trend for a reduction in the percentage of women in 
computer science programs.

In the last ten years, the Department of Computer Science has made remarkable
progress. The number of faculty members has almost doubled resulting in 
a very strong research core in almost all areas of the discipline. Also, in 2003 and 2004 
we were the first university in Canada to introduce a set of new and exciting combined 
programs between Computer Science and other disciplines including Visual Arts, Music, 
Psychology, Health Information Science and Geography.

There is collaboration among researchers within Computer Science and there is much 
interdisciplinary collaboration with Humanities, Social Sciences, Human and Social
Development, Fine Arts, Science and Engineering. Beyond UVic and on a national and 

international level, we are also creating more opportunities to collaborate and share 
our research. 

Our Department has been strengthened by the recent addition of outstanding new faculty 
members Bruce Gooch and Amy Gooch. We also currently have three Canada Research 
Chairs. Brian Wyvill joined us in January of this year; he specializes in Computer Graphics.  
In 2005, Margaret-Anne Storey (Software and knowledge visualization) and Venkatesh 
Srinivasan (Complexity of computing) began their 5-year tenure as Research Chairs. Bruce 
Gooch, Amy Gooch and Brian Wyvill are all outstanding researchers within the broad area 
of computer graphics. 

If you would like to keep abreast of the new developments in Computer Science at UVic, 
please visit our website at: http://www.csc.uvic.ca/. 

The Department of Computer Science  
A New Generation

First-year engineering students with their electromagnetic, micro-controlled crane at 
the Design Engineering Office hosted 2007 Design Engineering Challenge.

Computer Science student Dylan Cheon

Dr. Curran Crawford’s passion is energy.  His research is 
motivated by a desire to enable a societal transition to 
a sustainable future. He was raised in Victoria where 
he obtained his undergraduate degree in Mechanical 
Engineering at UVic in 2001. His interest in aerospace took 
him to MIT where, in his first year, his interest shifted to 
sustainable energy technologies. After he left MIT, Curran’s 
studies took him to Cambridge University in the UK, where 
his research on wind turbines earned him his PhD in 2006.

Dr. Crawford came back to UVic early in 2007 and is now an Assistant Professor in the Department of Mechanical 
Engineering. His goal is to teach beyond the basics and to support student projects.  He is involved with UVic Aero and the 
Design Engineering Office. This year, he is teaching Solid Mechanics I and Design of Mechanical Elements. His philosophy is 
to relate course material to a wider engineering context and encourage the development of theoretical knowledge through 
real-world projects, which he hopes will create enthusiastic and motivated students. He is building a research group 
focused on applying multidisciplinary optimization techniques to sustainable energy systems, including wind and tidal 
turbines, combined with energy system modeling.

Outside of his academic interests, he is an avid builder and rider of bicycles, particularly the recumbent and tandem varieties. 

The Ocean Engineering Research Group in the Faculty 
of Engineering at the University of Victoria develops 
advanced technologies for studying, working in, and 
exploring all facets of the world’s oceans, lakes and rivers. 

Professors and students within the group share a keen 
interest in the aquatic environment and have a wide 
range of academic and engineering expertise in subsea 
technology research and development.

In addition to being a strong supporter of both graduate 
and undergraduate student led technology developments 
and initiatives such as the AUVIC program, the OER Group 
also facilitates academic and industrial collaborations 
across the disciplines of engineering, science and the 
humanities with a focus on industrial relevance and 
environmental stewardship.

The majority of the globe is underwater yet has sparsely 
been viewed by humans let alone studied. Our children 
and the generations that follow are dependent on the 

well being of the world’s oceans and freshwater resources, 
yet we have little presence, and scarce information about 
events and processes there. This is largely because the 
underwater environment is harsh and we are ill adapted 
to it, and this in turn highlights the vital importance of 
underwater technology. We need underwater technology 
because access to, and information about the 71% of our 
world that is underwater is essential to our own well being.

To learn more about our research, please visit our website 
at: http://www.ece.uvic.ca/~pkraeutn/index.html
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Ever wondered what happened to 
your lab partner from second year 
thermodynamics? Or maybe you 
would like someone to locate you! 
In any event, consider joining our 
online community. 

To connect with other graduates, 
learn about exciting events, and 
get the latest news on the UVic 
Engineering community look up 
our Alumni group on Facebook—
“University of Victoria Faculty of 
Engineering Alumni.” We are 174 
members and counting! You can 
also visit our website at:  
http://www.engr.uvic.ca/ 

If you are interested in becoming 
more involved in the Engineering 
Alumni Chapter, please contact 
Doug Ransom at:  
doug.ransom@alumni.uvic.ca 

For more information about the 
Faculty of Engineering, to make a 
contribution to the Faculty, or if 
you have an idea for an innovative 
gift, please contact Christine 
Roome at 250-472-4210 or at 
croome@uvic.ca. 

In fact, the financial contributions 
of our alumni represent a vital 
resource for the Faculty’s programs 
and services.
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FACULTY OF ENGINEERING 
Engineering Office Wing 
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Telephone: 250-721-8677
Fax: 250-721-8676
Email: info@engr.uvic.ca
Web: http://www.engr.uvic.ca

Dear Alumni,

I am pleased to introduce the first Faculty of Engineering 
newsletter to accompany The Torch. As engineering and 
computer science alumni, you are part of a community 
of people numbering over 5,000 who continue to make 
significant and distinctive contributions to our profession 
and to many related fields. Your successes strengthen the 
reputations of both the Faculty of Engineering and the 
University of Victoria. In return, that reputation enhances 
the value of all our degrees. It is my pleasure to reconnect 
with you. 

Having started in 1983, we are proud of what has 
been accomplished as we enter our twenty-fifth 
year and we are particularly proud of the students 
who have studied in our faculty. We are excited 
about the prospects that lie before us. One of 
the great strengths of our faculty is the balance 
we have established between undergraduate 
education, graduate programs, and research; 
a balance we intend to maintain as the faculty 
moves forward.

The new Engineering / Computer Science (ECS) 
building was completed in May 2006 and now 
houses the Computer Science Department offices, 

teaching lab and research facilities. The Engineering and 
Computer Science/MATH Cooperative Education offices are 
also located in ECS. ECS is a “green” building representing 
a new standard in environmentally conscious construction 
on campus, and we applaud the University for this 
significant step.

The Faculty of Engineering would not be the amazing 
place it is without you, our alumni, and we’re committed 
to finding new and creative ways to strengthen our bonds 
with you. As always, I would love to hear your thoughts and 
suggestions about things we can do better—along with 
what we’re doing well. Please feel free to drop me a line at 
dean@engr.uvic.ca.  

On behalf of everyone in the faculty, I offer our best wishes 
for your continued success. I hope that the near future 
brings you back to the University of Victoria - and back to the 
Faculty of Engineering. 

I invite you to keep up with faculty developments by 
checking our web pages at http://www.engr.uvic.ca/.  

Yours sincerely, 
D. Michael Miller, PhD, PEng 
Dean of Engineering
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Moving Forward    
News from the Dean’s Office

Working in collaboration with Fran Hunt-
Jinnouchi, Director of UVic’s Office of Indigenous 
Affairs, and Ed Lowe, Chair of the Aboriginal 
Peoples Networking Group for IBM, a team of 
UVic Computer Scientists are working to create a 
sustainable infrastructure for computer literacy 
and education in BC’s aboriginal communities. By 
invitation from educators in both local (Tsawout, 
Tseycum, Esquimalt and the Saanich Indian School 
Board) and remote (Gwa’sala-’Nakwaxda’xw, 
Quatsino, Kwakiutl, Kingcome Inlet and Bella Bella) 
communities, Anthony Estey, a UVic BSeng student, 
will be working in these communities, integrating 
Computer Science concepts into existing afterschool 
programs using a unique combination of graphical 
programming languages, robotics, and soccer! 

This past summer, Celina Gibbs, a UVic PhD student, 
raised enough funds from NSERC-Pacific to offer 
three afternoon workshops to Tsawout summer 
camp students on location at UVic. In this camp, 
students were given the opportunity to explore 
their surroundings using technology, such as Google 
Maps and Google Earth, the CRD camera on Race 
Rocks, and images from the Venus/Neptune project 
off Cordova Spit. They also participated in several 
Unplugged Activities, a robotics workshop, group 
problem solving activities, and had an opportunity 
to write a program to create their own version of a 
simple video game, Pong. 

ACCESS could be built upon to create an even more 
outstanding program. We would like to expand this 
program through Engineers Without Borders and 
other affiliated organizations. We also welcome 
support from industry, community members and 
other individuals willing to donate some of their 
time and/or resources. If you would like more 
information or an opportunity to support our 
program financially, please contact Christine Roome 
at 250-472-4210 or croome@uvic.ca.

New ACCESS Program  
Connecting with 
Aboriginal Communities

Engineering

Design: UVic Graphic Services

Photography: As credited, UVic Photo Services

Alan Wong spent the last five years of his life earning a 
degree in Mechanical Engineering from the University 
of Victoria. He exemplified the morals of an engineer by 
taking pride in the work he did and by going out of his 
way to make sure things were right.

Though his life was short; it was full of happiness, and 
laughter. Alan Wong died in a tragic car accident on his 
way to work in Fort McMurray on December 4th 2006. 

Earlier this year, Alan’s family and friends established 
The Alan Wong Memorial Bursary to ensure that North 
Island students are given the opportunity to share in the 
joys and struggles that are inherent to student life—the 
same ones that Alan willingly and enthusiastically 
embraced. Our goal is to raise at least $10,000 to establish 
an endowment which will provide an annual bursary 
of $450. We hope that we can count on your support, 
whether through a one-time gift or a pledge of monthly 
or quarterly gifts. 

If you would like to make a contribution to the Alan Wong 
Memorial Bursary, please contact Marion Grau 
(250) 721-6003 or on the web at:
http://development.uvic.ca/ag_home.htm

The Alan Wong 
Memorial Bursary 
Honouring Excellence  
and Spirit

Since its establishment in 1983, our Department has 
indeed grown dramatically. We have an enviable reputation 
for graduate studies and research. More than 120 PhD 
degrees have been awarded since the department’s 
establishment in 1983 and our graduates can be found in 
academic positions around the world or working in leading 
industries such as Intel, Microsoft and Nortel.

Currently, we offer options in computer music, physics, 
and mechatronics and embedded systems. Starting in 
Summer 2008, we plan to offer a Biomedical Engineering 
option to train electrical and computer engineers to work 
in the biomedical field. 

Some of our research highlights include: Dr. Subhasis 
Nandi’s work in fault detection in motors; Dr. Stephen 
Neville’s investigation into computer and internet security; 

Dr. Chris Papadopoulos’ explorations in nanotechnology; 
and Dr. Reuven Gordon’s research in photonics. We have 
one Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada, nine Fellows of 
the IEEE, five Fellows of the EIC, one Lansdowne Chair, and 
four CRC Chairs.

The resources in our Department are state of the art. We 
have first-class computer facilities and well-equipped 
laboratories which enable faculty and students to conduct 
research in a vast range of fields from communications 
and signal processing to optics and medical imaging. 
Moreover, we spearheaded UVic’s involvement in high 
performance computing and association with WestGrid, 
and new equipment valued at $6 million is arriving soon.

For more news, see: http://www.ece.uvic.ca/

Electrical and Computer 
Engineering  
Dramatic Growth
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