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Congratulations to our Graduates

Congratulations to the graduates of the Bachelor of Education in
Indigenous Language Revitalization 
Filling the convocation with beautiful regalia and linguistic diversity, the Bachelor of
Education in Indigenous Language Revitalization students (pictured above), representing
four different language groups, crossed the stage and graduated with UVic teaching
degrees on June 13, 2023. This was an important step for themselves and their
communities on their journeys of language reclamation.

During the Indigenous Recognition Ceremony, the cohort and IED administrators watched
and cheered while Dana Roberts received the Tsi’tsu’wu’tul Award, through the Office of
Indigenous Academic and Community Engagement (IACE), for always striving to reach out
and help others while persevering to complete her education, despite needing to overcome
terrible hardships herself.

This cohort grew and bonded together, supported one another as they survived the
pandemic, suffered losses, and birthed babies into their tightknit group through their two
final years of coursework and practicum. We hope these connections last a lifetime, and
we are excited to see the impacts they each make in their communities, families, and for
their language.

Language Programs

W̱,SENĆOŦEN IST - Moving the SENĆOŦEN language
forward New Bachelor of Arts in Indigenous Language

Proficiency
Our little department of Indigenous Education is delighted to announce the approval for our
new Bachelor of Arts in Indigenous Language Proficiency (BAILP)! In response to the
request and in partnership with the W̱SÁNEĆ School Board, the program was developed
over the past year and approved in August 2023. The first group of students (pictured
above) will enter their third year of the W̱,SENĆOŦEN IST programam as BA students in
January 2024. They will complete two years of language studies and graduate in 2025 with
a BA in Indigenous Language Proficiency in SENĆOŦEN.

The program centers fluency building in SENĆOŦEN and is taught by local SENĆOŦEN
instructors and knowledge holders, most of whom are graduates of the department’s
Master’s degree in Indigenous Language Revitalization. The first cohort is very small and
they will have opportunities to bring language into different community contexts, such as
pod casts and art creation, and engage in their language learning in culturally relevant
ways, such as learning cultural Big House speaking. Our department is grateful for the
incredible work of the SENĆOŦEN team through the W̱SÁNEĆ School Board to continue
to move the SENĆOŦEN language forward.

Certificate in Indigenous Language Proficiency for Kwak'wala
September 2023 saw the launch of a tiny but mighty cohort of Kwak’wala learners (pictured
above), surrounded and encouraged by loving elders and speakers. In partnership with
Kwikwasut'inuxw-Haxwa'mis First Nation and Nawalakw Healing Society, Indigenous
Education is offering a mostly online delivery of the Certificate in Indigenous Language
Proficiency.

The two main instructors in the program are Deanna Nicholson and Yola Willie. Deanna is
a former MILR graduate and former IED team member and Yola is currently a PhD student
in the IED department. They are both are deeply connected to their language and
language revitalization community.

We are excited to see this cohort through the next year, and watch their proficiency grow!

Hul'q'umi'num on the rise in Stz'uminus
In March 2023, Indigenous Education solidified its partnership with Stz’uminus Education
Society for a Diploma in Indigenous Language Revitalization and began working towards
delivering their second year of programming in the Ladysmith/Stz’uminus territory area.
Most of this lovely group of Hul'q’umi'num’ learners (pictured above) already work with the
language and in the field of education. Our community partners are seeking to certify their
own teachers for their own elementary school. This cohort completed a Certificate in
Indigenous Language Revitalization initially and hope to continue into a full Bachelor of
Education in Indigenous Language Revitalization by Fall 2024.

Graduate Programs

Graduate Programs Update
Exciting news! The first Oral Defence for the PhD in Indigenous Language Revitalization
was held at the beginning of November 2023. Congratulations to Tahohtháratye Joseph
Brant. Tahohtháratye defended his thesis in Tyendinaga, ON via Zoom and many
community members came out in person to witness his presentation. Two other PhD
students are close to completing drafts of their dissertation projects so more exciting news
to come!

In the summer 2023 semester, the Masters in Indigenous Language Revitalization 2022
cohort completed, and three new PhD students began, their coursework with the IED 510
course in Leadership and Governance for Indigenous Language Revitalization, taught by
Dr. Onowa McIvor. An intensive in July 2023 saw both MILR and PhD students on campus
guided by Dr. Ewa Czaykowska-Higgins, with the MILR students starting their final project
research proposals and the PhD 2023 students completing a Doctoral Seminar.

Poem by MILR students
The below poem, To learn my language is, was collectively written on July 11, 2023 by the
students studying their Masters in Indigenous Language Revitalization at the University of
Victoria. This collective poem was created during a gathering organized by Dr. Lorna
Wanosts’a7 Williams, the founder of the program.

The co-creators of the collective poem are Naneniłnaan’ Jessica Denny, Sęhi:yo: (Char
Hemlock-Skye), Amanda Lewis, Misit’iy (Jessica Michell), Sinensxw (Jessica Starlund),
Mutang; Piinatóyi Saáhkomapii (Conroy Provost), Lorna Wanosts’a7 Williams. This
collective poem was facilitated by Serap Asar Brown, a PhD candidate in Leadership
Studies at the Faculty of Education.

To learn my language is...
To learn my language is

To learn my identity,

Remembering and honoring those

who came before me and

ensuring the faces yet to come will endure.

 

To learn my language is

To hear the land and contribute to its reciprocity,

To heal my spirit,

To speak to the forest and it understands me.

 

To learn my language is

To keep alive,

our culture and connection to the land,

to revitalize our language,

to continue the memories of our ancestors.

 

To learn my language is

Finding home,

Meeting of ancestors,

Thinking of my descendants.

 

To learn my language is,

To instill pride and strengthen identity for future generations.

Writing Week for PhD and MILR Students
The IED PhD and MILR students attended a Writing Week on Oct. 30-Nov. 3, 2023. They
had a wonderful opportunity to meet Georgina Liberty and Joan Greyeyes, two of the
Directors from the Office of the Commissioner of Indigenous Languages, and Dr. Lorna
Williams (pictured above) who were visiting UVic on Monday October 30.

Teacher Education Programs

Launch of the Indigenous Post-Degree Professional Program
Our inaugural Indigenous Education Department’s post-degree Bachelor of Education is
underway. The start of this long-awaited program has had an excellent and exciting start.
The cohort of ten outstanding students, along with faculty and staff, are dedicated to
increased indigenization within the K-12 school system. Upon successful completion of this
program candidates will receive the degree of Bachelor of Education and will be eligible for
the Professional Certificate of Qualification from the BC Ministry of Education.

This new program started with two days of orientation. During day one, we joined with the
Faculty of Education orientation. Highlights of the morning included two sessions with the
Dean, Dr. Vanessa Andreotti. In the morning, an address by the Dean, Dr. Andreotti,
directed towards the new cohorts of the teacher education programs and later a keynote
address to all new students in the Faculty. Feedback from the cohort was extremely
positive with many of our new students feeling inspired by the Dean’s words. On day two
the momentum for the program grew as the cohort participated in an extended welcome
and circle led by Frank Conibear. Activities were designed to strengthen the relationship
between all participants in the program. The desired outcome has become apparent as we
move forward into the program’s delivery.

Aside from the program’s required coursework this semester, on Wednesday’s students
and invited guests engage in cultural and professional activities as enhancements to the
program. Activities range from invited guest presenters to field study and visits at cultural
and community sites away from campus.

In planning for future practicum placements, we have now started to process of seeking
school partnerships and identifying the most suitable placement for our candidates. Our
other future-oriented focus is the start of recruitment activities for the next IED-PDPP (post
degree) intake in September 2025.

PDPP guest speaker, David Bourchard
Soft flute music filled the space where students gathered to listen to author and storyteller
David Bouchard (pictured above) who captivated our imagination and our hearts as he
shared stories of his life, stories within his stories, and music from new and ancient places.
The Mezzanine at the Learning Commons was a comfortable space for learning about
Métis culture, the Anishinaabe people, and other First Nations from across Canada. His
presentation was the first of many opportunities that students in the newly launched
Indigenous Post Degree Professional Program will experience every Wednesday during
the Fall with guest speakers and visits to various sites such as the Legacy Art Gallery, the
Victoria Native Friendship Centre and other spaces.

Mr. Bouchard encouraged us to seek our gifts, foster them, and use them to become whom
we are meant to be. He also invited us to do the same for the students with whom we will
work as we engage with the school system, which according to him, is not prepared to
welcome all students. Using himself and his experiences as a former teacher and principal
in BC, Mr. Bouchard illustrated ways in which educators can transform their practice and
their attitudes to make school a place where learners feel welcomed, engaged, supported,
and loved.

It was interesting to witness how seldom he mentioned words like Reconciliation,
Indigenous learners, Healing, Indigenization of curriculum or Decolonization. Rather,
through story and meaningful examples, David Bouchard demonstrated how as teachers,
we can embrace all learners when we have Humility to Learn, Respect for all Beings,
Honesty with ourselves, and Courage to Teach.

2023 Teacher Education
Summer Institute
In June, a group of Secondary PDPP
students took an Indigenous Education
Summer Intensive Course, had an
opportunity to design, make, and use drums
with the Artist in Residence, Chris Paul with
help and collaboration from his children
Sage and Consinye Paul (pictured left).

During this intensive, students extended
their learning about Formline art and
Indigenous artistic expression at the Legacy
Art Gallery where they saw Francis Dick’s
work (co-curated by Lorilee Wastasecoot)
called Walking Thru My Fires. Students also
attended the events at Royal Roads for
National Indigenous Peoples Day, where
they witnessed Coming Ashore protocol.

Teaching and Learning
Indigenous Perspectives
Program Closing
The Teaching and Learning Indigneous
Perspectives cohort completed their
program this July, including a final course
with Artist in Residence Perry Lafortune.
Students shaped their own paddles
(pictured right), while learning about
Indigenous epistemologies, and the
foundations of decolonization at the same
time. Their learning translated across
courses, and culminated in deep
memorable experiences that will stick with
them as they continue their careers as in-
service teachers.

Team Updates

Welcome Back Jean-Paul, Indigenous Education Chair
As I return from a one year administrate leave, I want to acknowledge my gratitude to the
IED family for everything they’ve done to make this past year a success. I want to
especially thank Ted Riecken for serving as Acting Chair during a busy and difficult time. It
was hard to return to a vacant Administrative Officer (AO) role, but it’s good to see
Christine moving toward dissertation completion while in a faculty position. Bethany McNeil
joins the IED team as AO from the School of Music while Christine is away. I’m so happy to
have her with us!

From the start of my return from administrative leave in July it’s been a busy three months.
Our second offering of the Teaching and Learning Indigenous Perspectives course set
wrapped up in person in July. And the start of the Fall semester has been amazing with
three new program starts.

The Ḵwiḵwasut̓inux̱w Ha̱xwa’mis First Nation and Nawalakw Healing Societyhave begun
Kwak’wala programming with IED and learners are working towards their Certificate in
Indigenous Language Proficiency. Our longstanding partnership with W̱SÁNEĆ continued
as graduates of the most recent Diploma in Indigenous Language Revitalization (DILR)
begin courses to ready themselves for the newly approved BA in Indigenous Language
Proficiency (BAILP) in SENĆOŦEN. And the first cohort of our Post-Degree Bachelor of
Education – Elementary Program in Indigenous Education has begun.

This fall IED will engage in a search for a Canada Research Chair (Tier 2) in Indigenous
Language Revitalization, Reclamation & Maintenance and preparing for IED’s first External
Program Review. This process is designed to evaluate the quality and suitability of IED’s
academic programs. We look forward to hearing what is working well and learning about
how we can support our learners even more towards our shared goals of Indigenous
Language Revitalization and Indigenous Teacher Education.

Dr. Onowa McIvor recognized
by the Royal Society of Canada
Dr. Onowa McIvor was recognized for her
ongoing work as a leader in the field of
Indigenous language revitalization. She will
join the Royal Society of Canada as a
member of the College of New Scholars,
Artists and Scientists. Congratulations,
Onowa, on this well-deserved honour.

"It is important to remember that
Indigenous-language revitalization exists
only due to purposeful, violent attempts to
eliminate Indigenous peoples’ languages,
worldviews and occupation on desired
lands. I am privileged to work alongside
many language champions, healing from
these traumas through their language and
courageously sharing what they’ve learned
for the generations to come." – Onowa
McIvor

Dr. Belinda kakiyosew Daniels
awarded an Alumni Lifetime
Achievement Award for the
University of Saskchewan
The Alumni Life Achievement Award
recognizes an alumnus for outstanding
lifetime accomplishments and contributions
in an area such as academic, athletics,
arts, business, not-for-profit, public or
private sector. This award is the highest
honor presented by the University of
Saskatchewan's Alumni Association. An
award ceremony will be held in Saskatoon
in October 2023.

Congratulations, Belinda!

Welcome Bethany McNeil, new
Administrtive Officer for IED
Bethany is originally from Cape Breton, NS
(Unama’ki, Mi’kmaq Nation), of Scottish and
Acadian settler heritage. She moved to
Victoria in 2000 to pursue Musicology
studies at UVIC and returned to the
university in 2019 as the Administrative
Officer for the School of Music.

Bethany says, “I’m excited to be joining the
Department of Indigenous Education and
look forward to a year of learning and
getting to know everyone.”

Please join us in giving Bethany a warm
welcome to Indigenous Education.

National Truth and Reconciliation Day

IED hosts Witness Blanket Workshop
In September, as part of the events at UVIC honouring National Truth and Reconciliation
Day, Faculty, staff and students (pictured above) across campus gathered in the MacLaurin
Learning Commons to participate in a workshop about Carey Newman’s Witness Blanket.
This workshop was originally created in the Indigenous Education course IED 373, EȽ
TELNIWT by Teacher Education students Erin Mugford, Trent Monkman, Emily Wynans
and Kelsey Boudreau in collaboration with the Instructor, Dr. Lauren Jerke. With the help of
the digital version of the Witness Blanket, this workshop offered a moment to reflect in a
deep and meaningful way by connecting with this history through art and story.

Course and Program Opportunities

Elective - IED 371: The History of
Indigenous Education, January 2024
A broad overview of the history of First Nations, Métis and
Inuit education in Canada. Various eras in the history of K-
12 Indigenous Education in Canada are examined. Pre-
contact forms of Indigenous knowledge and pedagogy are
emphasized.

To learn more and register for January 2024, please click
on the IED 371 link. 

IED 371

Elective - IED 530: Indigenous Research
Methods, January 2024
Indigenous methodologies, research practices and
protocols are examined including specific topics such as
research ownership, research process and outcomes.
Approaches to research that are culturally respectful,
ethical, and reciprocal are explored.

IED 530

Teaching and Learning Indigenous
Perspectives July 2024 intake
The Department of Indigenous Education at the University
of Victoria is pleased to be offering Teaching and Learning
Indigenous Perspectives, an IED integrated 10-course set
leading to a TQS upgrade for teachers.

To learn more and to register for the July 2024 intake
please click on the TLIP 2024 link.

TLIP 2024

Bachelor of Education - Indigenous Post-
Degree Professional Program
The post-degree professional program will provide aspiring
teachers, both Indigenous and non-Indigenous, with a
relevant, relational, and transformative education designed
to foster a deeper understanding of First Nations, Inuit and
Métis histories, cultures, and ways of knowing and being.
The program is designed to enhance relational
accountabilities with local indigenous people and
communities.

Graduates of the 20-month program will receive a Bachelor
of Education degree and are eligible to apply for a BC
Teaching Professional Certificate of Qualification.

To learn more, please click on the PDPP link.

PDPP

NEȾOLṈEW̱ Update

2023 All Partner's Gathering
In June 2023, the NEȾOLṈEW̱ Research Partnership (pictured above) came together for
their annual All Partner's Gathering. This year’s gathering was held in Unama’kik (Cape
Breton Island, Nova Scotia) and hosted by Partners Mi’kwaw Kina’matneway. After opting
for virtual gatherings the last few years due to the pandemic, it was incredibly meaningful
to come together in person, visit, and share the important work happening across
communities, marking the beginning of the grant’s 7th (and final) year of research in a
good way.

Stabilizing Indigenous Languages Symposium 2024

It is with excitement that the NEȾOLṈEW̱ Research Partnership shares they were
successful in their bid to host the Stabilizing Indigenous Languages Symposium (SILS)
2024 at the University of Victoria! The symposium will bring together language scholars,
activists, educators, and community members to explore innovative strategies and best
practices for language revitalization. Highlights include inspiring keynote speeches,
engaging panel discussions, interactive workshops, and informative presentations on
successful language revitalization projects.

Save the date and keep an eye out for registration details soon to follow!
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