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SPEED 
READING
SSHRC storytellers
Four UVic students—Anita Girvan, 
Alison James-Lomax, Stuart McAlister 
and Jana Millar-Usiskin—are among 
the top 25 winners of the 2013 SSHRC 
“Storytellers” challenge. The video 
contest includes an award of $3,000 
each; the videos are being unveiled from 
east to west coast every Tuesday starting 
Apr. 2, with UVic being the last reveal on 
May 21: bit.ly/sshrc-vids. All winners are 
invited to Congress 2013 for an exclusive 
research communications workshop and 
participation in a three-minute thesis-
style showcase presentation. The five 
final winners will be awarded a trip to 
Montreal for the World Social Sciences 
Forum in October. 

Watch Spring Convocation 
on the web
Every year there are more people 
who want to attend UVic’s Spring 
Convocation than University Centre 
Farquhar Auditorium can accommodate. 
Tickets are limited, but you—and even 
friends and family members around the 
world—can still watch the ceremonies 
live online. All nine Spring Convocation 
ceremonies, June 10–14, will be webcast 
live at www.uvic.ca/convocation/ 
and podcasts of the honorary degree 
recipients’ addresses will be available as 
soon as possible after the ceremonies at 
bit.ly/convocast. Complete 2013 Spring 
Convocation schedule: bit.ly/convo-sched

Provincial funds set aside 
for research on addictions 
and substance use
The province announced funding 
totalling $18.4 million to support 
ongoing research and grassroots projects 
that will benefit individuals and families 
facing mental illness and substance use 
challenges. UVic’s Centre for Addictions 
Research of BC will receive $1 million 
to support addictions and substance 
use research and information sharing. 
Provincial news release: bit.ly/18s5wzw

Will you be UVic’s 
representative for 
the 2013 United Way 
campaign?
UVic is inviting applications from across 
campus to select a staff member who 
is interested in assisting with the 
Greater Victoria United Way fundraising 
campaign this fall as UVic’s loaned 
representative to the 2013 campaign. 
The secondment offers a professional 
development opportunity to gain 
experience in fund raising, public 
speaking, problem solving, project 
management and community awareness 
while supporting the United Way’s 
fundraising program. More info at bit.ly/
ring-uway13

225+

Av e r ag e 
n u m b e r o f 
p r e s e n tat i o n s 
p e r day at 
Co n g r e s s 2013

craigdarroch  
research awards  

p. 5

The Congress 2013 team gets ready to roll out the red carpet.  (L–R): Suzanne Dane,  Ali MacDonald, Catherine Mateer, Jim Dunsdon and Christine Lewis. Photo: Geoff Howe

see congress p.2

Melanie Groves

The campus may feel a bit quiet without the 
hubbub of regular term activities, but that 
will soon change when the biggest confer-
ence in the university’s history—the 2013 
Congress of the Humanities and Social Sci-
ences—comes to campus from June 1 to 8.

“We are looking forward to welcoming 
more than 7,000 delegates from 70 academic 
associations to campus,” says Catherine Ma-
teer, Congress 2013 chair and associate vice-
president, academic planning. “Congress is 
also the biggest event of our 50th anniversary 
year and we’re looking forward to welcoming 

the local community to campus to enjoy the 
incredible variety of lectures, exhibits and 
performances that will be free and open to 
everyone.”

Organized by the Federation for the Hu-
manities and Social Sciences (FHSS), Con-
gress is Canada’s largest multidisciplinary 
gathering of scholars, bringing together 
internationally recognized researchers, 
policy makers and practitioners to share 
findings, refine ideas and build multidis-
ciplinary partnerships.

“An education in the humanities and 
social sciences prepares students to enter 
the work force with a valuable set of skills, 

including effective communication, critical 
analysis, adaptability and creativity,” says 
Mateer.

The theme of this year’s Congress, @the 
edge, “reflects UVic’s location on the west 
coast of Canada but is also about testing 
the boundaries of disciplines, promoting 
innovative thinking and committing to 
engaged scholarship and knowledge mo-
bilization,” says Andrew Rippin, Congress 
academic convenor and history profes-
sor. “‘At the edge’ focuses on the need for 
inclusion and ensuring that voices on the 

Co n g r e ss 2013: J u n e 1– 8 

Congress 2013 brings 7,000+ delegates 
and community celebrations to campus

Two major world university rankings released in 
the last two weeks cast a glowing light on UVic. The 
Leiden rankings show that UVic is Canada’s most 
intensive environment for international research 
collaboration, and the QS subject area rankings put 
UVic in the world’s top 200 universities in five fields.

Did you know that UVic is the top Canadian 
university for published research based on inter-
national collaborations? It’s true. 

The recently released 2013 rankings, produced 
by Leiden University’s Centre for Science and 
Technology Studies, use multi-year Web of Science 
publication and citation data in the sciences, so-
cial sciences, arts and humanities to measure the 
scientific performance of 500 major universities 
worldwide. 

This year’s rankings put UVic ahead of all other 
Canadian universities in the proportion of interna-
tionally co-authored research, based on 2008-2011 
publications. UVic also retains its place in the top 
one per cent of universities in the world and among 
the top-ranked in Canada for scientific impact in 
this year’s rankings. 

“These metrics underscore the importance 

that participation in international networks and 
partnerships plays in demonstrating research 
quality and impact,” explains Howard Brunt, 
UVic Vice-President Research. “Our researchers’ 
penchant for linking with other top scholars 
from around the world helps explain why UVic 
is recognized as one of Canada’s top research-
intensive universities.”

This year, UVic is fifth overall in the country 
and the top-ranked Canadian university without a 
medical school according to Leiden. UVic’s publica-
tion impact in natural science and engineering, as 
well as math and computer science, is particularly 
noteworthy. In natural science and engineering, 
UVic placed 68th worldwide and third in Canada, 
and in math and computer science, the university 
placed 123rd and sixth nationally.

Leadership across the disciplines
The 2013 QS World University Rankings by Subject, 
released on May 8, also recognized UVic’s leader-
ship in a broad mix of academic fields. UVic was 
identified in the top 200 institutions globally for 
research in five QS subject areas: earth and marine 

sciences, geography, law, philosophy and English 
language and literature.

The QS subject ranking studied nearly 3,000 of 
the world’s top universities – approximately 15 per 
cent of all institutions – and ranked fewer than 700 
of them for statistically significant subject-specific 
leadership.  

UVic’s remarkable strength across a full spec-
trum of disciplines was also notable. The university 
was ranked at world-class level in 21 of 30 QS-
identified subject areas.

“The Leiden rankings and the QS subject rank-
ings confirm UVic’s strong research performance 
and impact on the international stage,” said UVic 
President David Turpin. “For a young university, 
celebrating its 50th anniversary this year, it is 
gratifying to see this international recognition 
for the world-class research undertaken at UVic.”

UVic is widely recognized as one of Canada’s top 
universities. Information about UVic performance 
in other national and international rankings, 
including the Times Higher Education, Maclean’s 
and Re$earch Infosource, is available online at bit.
ly/uvic-rankings

le i d e n an d q s wo r ld u n i v e r s it y r an k i n g s

A hub for international research excellence
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Navigate the 
ever-changing 
market
A longtime resident 
and UVic grad, Dave is 
helping local residents 
and new-comers to 
navigate their way 
through the real estate 
market. Whether buying 
or selling, he will assure 
smooth sailing. Just 
ask his many clients at 
UVic.

Royal LePage Coast Capital Realty
250-592-4422 | dave@davelynn.com

mark.gouws@manulifesecurities.ca   |  www.solguard.com
#520 – 645 Fort Street   Victoria Bc   V8W 1G2 

PHoNe (250) 385-3636

retiremeNt iNcome oPtioNS maY 2013
 r e G i S t e r e d  r e t i r e m e N t  i N co m e  F u N d  ( r r i F )

aGe 55 60 65 71 75 80

 Minimum Payout * $238 $278 $333 $615 $654 $729

Total Payout to Age 100 $155,437 $145,423 $136,200 $126,074 $121,825 $115,753 
    
Accelerated Payout: Income over 5 years. . . . . . . .$1,768  Total 5 year payout . . . . . . . . . .$106,061
 Income over 10 years  . . . . . . . $936  Total 10 year payout . . . . . . . . .$112,278
 Income over 15 years  . . . . . . . $660  Total 15 year payout . . . . . . . . .$118,723

* Based on best current GIC of 2.35%.  Returns will vary depending on investment vehicle. Monthly income based on $100,000 

 L i F e  a N N u i t i e S  

aGe 55 60 65 71 75 80

 male
…payments cease at death $486 $508 $586 $727 $825 $1,019
…10 years guaranteed $477 $501 $557 $646 $706 $826

 Female
…payments cease at death $408 $480 $513 $618 $714 $886
…10 years guaranteed $407 $477 $506 $592 $655 $768

 Joint Life: 10 yrs guaranteed $383 $421 $468 $527 $590 $696

Manulife Securities Incorporated is a Member of the Canadian Investor Protection Fund

We have Life income Fund (LiF) 
figures available upon request.

Ask us for a personalized illustration 
or a copy of  

Your Guide to RRIFs and Annuities 

CFP, CLU, ChFC
Certified Financial Planner

J. MARK GOUWS

Building better retirement 
incomes since 1974

 Stocks • Bonds • RRIFs  
Life Insurance • RRSPs • Annuities 

Investment Funds

Mutual Funds, stocks, bonds, and financial planning are offered through Manulife Securities Incorporated. 
Insurance products are offered through Manulife Securities Insurance Agency/Solguard Financial Ltd.

Solguard Financial

Norah McRae has been 
reappointed executive director of 
Co-operative Education Program 
and Career Services. “Norah has 
proven herself to be a strategic and 
effective leader,” says Dr. Catherine 
Mateer, associate vice-president 
academic planning. “Under her 
leadership, the unit has made 
substantial strides in articulating a 
robust competency-based model 
of work-integrated learning and 
in developing a wide range of 
opportunities and services for 
students.” McRae’s involvement 
in co-operative education spans 
over 20 years. She has led research 
projects on student engagement, 
Indigenous student participation in 
co-op and intercultural competency 
development. Currently, she is 
writing her PhD dissertation on 
the development of a theoretical 
framework for work-integrated 
education. She is past-President of 
the Canadian Association for Co-
operative Education and a faculty 
member for the WACE Institute for 
Global and Experiential Education.

By Mitch Wright

Education graduate student Xiwen 
Wang had hardly strayed far from her 
hometown of Beijing before crossing 
the Pacific to attend graduate school 
at the University of Victoria. Now, 
since making that major leap, the 
24-year-old is getting the most from 
the experience through involvement 
in her new community, which she 
happily calls home.

Having completed a BA at Beijing 
International Studies University, ma-
joring in teaching Chinese as a foreign 
language, Wang says she was eager to 
experience the world farther afield 
and was especially looking away from 
major metropolitan areas “to experi-
ence something different.” 

After extensive research, UVic was 
“the best choice,” she says. 

Wang arrived in the fall of 2012 to 
start studying toward a master’s of 
education in leadership studies and 
quickly became active with the Marnie 
Swanson International Commons 
(IC), a hub where international stu-
dents access a range of programs and 
services to ease their transition and 
support their success. This in turn led 
to volunteering as a teaching assistant 
with the University 101 program. Uni 
101 offers free, non-credit academic 
courses to people whose economic 
and social circumstances normally 
pose obstacles to higher education.

Wang says volunteering with the 
programs is a major factor in helping 
her feel confident in Victoria—she 
doesn’t just feel at home, it is her 
home.

The Ring interviewed Wang about 
her experience as an international 
student here.

What made you choose UVic?
The multicultural and embracing 
environment of Victoria and UVic 

brought me here. And the size, layout 
and atmosphere of UVic gave me a 
strong sense of community and sense 
of belonging.

How did you come 
to be involved in the 
International Commons?
I was so lucky to meet Anne [Anne 
Cirillo, acting IC coordinator] last 
October when I had just started study-
ing here. I felt tense and frustrated 
since the educational system here is 
so different from China. Anne noticed 
that and helped match me with an 
academic peer helper (at that time, 
the IC was still under construction) 
and also told me about her ideas 
for creating a platform to offer ad-
ditional help and opportunities for 
international students. I thought this 
was great since I wanted to get help 
and also wanted to offer help to other 
international students.

How have you found  
the experience?

The experience with IC is fantas-
tic! I get academic help, but also 
many opportunities to practice my 
public speaking and facilitation 
skills through presentations and 
performances. I’ve also made a lot of 
friends from different backgrounds 
and broadened my network to look 
for more opportunities through the 
partnership between IC and other 
faculties or departments.

What led you to volunteer  
as a TA with Uni 101?

I received an email from our faculty 
and appreciate the idea and values 
of Uni 101. It conveys the idea that 
access to education should be free 
to everyone, especially for those who 

are eager to learn. We should provide 
them opportunities to gain knowledge, 
and I want to contribute. I believe 
doing volunteer work is always a 
process of mutual learning—I want 
to learn from the staff, the other TAs 
and all the students in this program 
and also get a deeper understanding 
of Canadian culture.

How have you found the ex-
perience of volunteering? What 
do you enjoy most about it?
Volunteering totally enlightened me 
about how meaningful it can be and 
how much influence and impact it can 
have on others. I enjoy the passion and 
enthusiasm of the students and was 
impressed by their critical thinking 
and insights. The students are willing 

to express, to share, to listen—they 
are a whole group of people who 
have a desire for knowledge and are 
open-minded towards different voices. 
Instead of teaching them, I feel like I 
learned a lot from them. 

What are your plans once you 
complete your MEd degree?

I am eager to work in something 
related to international affairs, inter-
national programs, career services, 
etc. to make a contribution to the 
international student services and 
also enhance the connection between 
Chinese (or international) students 
and local students. I love UVic and 
am eager to work for UVic to make a 
contribution as a way of giving back 
for what it has given me.

Wang helps another international student in UVic’s International Commons.  
Photo: UVic Photo Services

Volunteering helps  
international student settle into her ‘new home’

margins are heard.”
The UVic Congress team has been 

working behind the scenes for more 
than a year and is now revving into 
high gear in preparation for the open-
ing reception on June 1. “We will be 
rolling out the red carpet–whether 
it’s having 5,000 cups of coffee ready in 
225 rooms every day at 8 a.m., ready-
ing our residence accommodations 
for delegates or making sure all 200 
video projectors have spare bulbs,” 
says Congress Vice-Chair and Asso-
ciate Vice-President, Student Affairs 
Jim Dunsdon.

More than 300 volunteers will 
be helping out during Congress to 
ensure the event runs smoothly. 

“Our team of staff and volunteers has 

just been amazing,” says Congress 
2013 manager Suzanne Dane. “We 
have gone to extra effort this year 
to open up the conference and the 
campus to the public, and offer per-
formances and celebrations that will 
appeal to the everyone, including 
families – this is a great opportunity 
to showcase the beauty of UVic and 
Greater Victoria, and there truly will 
be something for everyone.”

This is the 82nd annual Congress 
of the Humanities and Social Sci-
ences. UVic previously hosted the 
conference in 1990, when it was 
called The Learneds. Visit uvic-
congress2013.ca for more informa-
tion. Follow Congress on Twitter at 
#congress2013.

congress CONTINUED FROM p1

One site-specific performance cel-
ebrates two anniversaries, and brings 
historical research and a momentous 
event to life. As part of a collabora-
tive project to celebrate the 50th and 
150th anniversaries, respectively, of 
UVic and Congregation Emanu-el, 
theatre professor Dr. Jennifer Wise 
developed a play about a little-known 
but remarkable event in the Congre-
gation’s history: in 1895, Miss Ray 
Frank was invited to officiate over the 
High Holidays as rabbi of what was 
then an Orthodox synagogue. The 
congregation was intrigued by the 
idea. Wise got to work. A year later 

Wise’s play, Ray Frank: The Girl Rabbi 
of the Golden West, was ready for 
performance.  As a result, Canada’s 
oldest synagogue played host this 
April to a performance that showed 
how creative community-based 
research can bring people together. 
And in the writing and development 
of the play, a trove of forgotten histo-
ry was uncovered about sensational 
events that brought a young woman 
to head Congregation Emanu-el’s 
Orthodox synagogue during the 19th 
century.

Read more online: bit.ly/female-
rabbi

Community collaboration 
uncovers a compelling history

Follow us 
on Twitter
@uvicring

Vol. 39 No. 5

ringers
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Dani Sinclair was introduced as 
the new head coach of the UVic 
Vikes women’s basketball team 
April 18. A former Vikes product 
of long-time head coach Kathy 
Shields, Sinclair is no stranger 
to the program that boasts nine 
national titles. A former CIS 
national champion with the Vikes 
and Athlete of the Year at McMaster 
University, she brings a wealth of 
knowledge both as a decorated 
athlete and an experienced coach. 
A native of Guelph, Sinclair is a 
National Coaching Certification 
Program (NCCP) level-three coach 
and graduated from UVic with a BEd. 
Sinclair’s coaching history with the 
Vikes women extends back to 2006, 
when she first joined the Vikes as an 
assistant coach. 

Recently retired long-time UVic 
professor Lorna Crozier, multiple 
award-winning poet and former 
chair of the writing department, 
is the co-winner of the 2013 
Lieutenant Governor’s Award for 
Literary Excellence. Lieutenant 
Governor Judith Guicho presented 
the award to Crozier as part of the 
B.C. Book Prizes gala at Government 
House on May 4. That same event 
saw Bill Gaston—current chair 
of the writing department—win 
the Ethel Wilson Fiction Prize for 
his latest novel, The World. Also 
nominated in the same category 
as Gaston was former student and 
Writing alumni Yasuko Thanh for 
her acclaimed short story collection, 
Floating Like The Dead.

Join us for the biggest event of UVic’s 50th anniversary. Free public events include keynote 
speakers, panel discussions, interactive displays, art exhibits and musical performances. 

 �  WorldFEST Multicultural Day  
Sunday, June 2, 2013 | 11 a.m. – 6 p.m.

 �  First Peoples Circle Celebration and Dedication 
Ceremony Monday, June 3, 2013 | 4:30 p.m.

 �  Buffy Sainte-Marie Concert  
Wednesday, June 5, 2013 | 7:30 p.m.

 �  Big Thinking Speakers Series with internationally 
renowned scholars and public figures

 �  Celebration Concert Stage with daily outdoor 
performances by award-winning artists including  
Mae Moore, Daniel Lapp, Maureen Washington,  
Sandy Scofield and Louise Rose/Good News Choir

For a complete listing of events visit uviccongress2013.ca

UVIC WELCOMES YOU TO CONGRESS 2013
June 1-8, 2013

The University of Victoria is proud to 
be hosting the 82nd annual Congress 
of the Humanities and Social Sciences 
during our 50th anniversary year. I 
know the entire UVic community 
welcomes our Congress visitors and I 
encourage everyone to take advantage 
of this exceptional opportunity to hear 
the insights of renowned scholars and 
public intellectuals.

On behalf of the University of 
Victoria, I would also like to extend a 
warm welcome to Congress delegates 
and members of our local community. 
I hope you will enjoy our beautiful 
West Coast campus and the many pub-
lic events that will be free and open to 
everyone from June 1 to 8.

UVic previously hosted the Learneds 
conference in 1990, and since then has 
grown to become an internationally 
recognized university, with innovative 
academic and research programs, a 
sustainable campus of LEED-certified 
buildings and abundant green space, 
and a strong commitment to commu-
nity engagement.

The 2013 Congress is a highlight 
of our 50th anniversary celebration. 

Whether you are exchanging ideas 
and establishing partnerships with 
colleagues, volunteering, or enjoying 
the impressive social, cultural and 
academic programming, I wish you 
a memorable and inspiring week on 
our campus.

 
David H. Turpin, CM, PhD, FRSC
President and Vice-Chancellor

by Moira Dann 

The latest University of Victoria Distin-
guished Professor is Dr. A. R. (Elango) 
Elangovan of the Gustavson School of 
Business. This distinction is the high-
est academic honour UVic can bestow 
on a faculty member; only 12 faculty 
members have been honoured since 
the creation of the designation in 2002. 
Dr. Elangovan was also recognized 
with a 3M National Teaching Fellow-
ship last year, an award that honours 
exceptional contributions made by 
teacher-scholars from all across the 
country. 

These honours make it difficult to 
believe that Dr. Elangovan grew up 
wanting to be … a pilot.

“I never considered a university 
teaching career until I started my PhD 
program,” says Elango. “Even then, I 
saw it more broadly as an academic 
career with only vague notions of what 
that entailed. When I completed my 
PhD at the University of Toronto, the 

focus was primarily on research rather 
than teaching. So I was pleasantly sur-
prised when I started at the University 
of Victoria that I enjoyed teaching.”  

The split focus of research and 
teaching is a challenge in any aca-
demic career, a challenge made even 
more complex with the addition of 
administrative responsibilities and 
university service obligations. For 
Elango, it “translates into a work-life 
balance issue.”

He says he’s balanced the teaching 
and research demands of his career 

“with a lot of difficulty and with mixed 
success.” But, he adds, there are two 
factors that cast this whole matter in 
a different light. 

“First, I don’t see what I do as ‘work’–
it blends and flows so seamlessly 
through my life and all that it entails. 
Second, I spend a bit of reflective time 
every day to stay grounded and to get 
some perspective on my priorities.” 

Full story online at bit.ly/dist-
elango

President’s welcome 
to Congress 2013

A.R. Elangovan appointed 
Distinguished Professor

Congress 2013 events and attractions

J u n e 1–5: B i g Th i n k i n g 
S pe ak e r S e r i e s
Internationally renowned scholars and 
public figures present research, ideas and 
solutions to the critical questions and 
issues of our time. Visit http://libguides.
uvic.ca/bigthink for UVic Libraries’ guide 
to the Big Thinkers, including recent 
publications and videos.

J u n e 2 , 11 a . m .– 6 p. m .: 
Wo r ld FEST  @ th e E d g e
Multicultural performances including 
African drummers, Asian dancers, 
ethnic food vendors and a children’s 
activity area.

J u n e 3, 4:30 p. m .: 
F i r st Pe o ple s C i r c le 
C e le b r at i o n an d 
D e d i ca ti o n C e r e m o n y
Join Elders and dignitaries for a Coast 
Salish ceremony that will include the 
dedication of a new piece for First 
Peoples House from renowned BC 
artist/carver Charles Elliott. Elliott 
previously carved a totem pole for the 
1990 Learneds conference at UVic. Plus 
drummers and dancers, artisan fair 
and musical performances.

J u n e 5, 7:30 p. m . 
o u t d o o r co n c e r t
Canadian icon, singer-songwriter, 
musician and activist Buffy Sainte-Marie 
performs on the outdoor concert stage.

oth e r o n g o i n g e v e nt s
June 1–8: Canada’s largest academic 
book fair, exhibits and displays, 
daily outdoor performances by 

award-winning musicians including 
Mae Moore, Daniel Lapp, Maureen 
Washington, Sandy Scofield, and 
Louise Rose and the Good News Choir. 
More info: uviccongress2013.ca/
program/special-events/.

F i n n e r t y Ga r d e n s 
Come stroll through one of Canada’s 
most spectacular collections of 
rhododendrons. With over 4,000 
different trees and shrubs and more 
than 1,500 rhododendron and azalea 
plants, Finnerty Gardens is open to 
the public every day during daylight 
hours, with no admission charge. uvic.
ca/finnerty

Mysti c Vale
UVic is committed to protecting 
the natural beauty of this sensitive 
ecosystem, as well as making it an 
accessible place for teaching and 
for community use. Mystic Vale is a 
popular spot for walkers, joggers and 
anyone with an appreciation of nature. 
bit.ly/mysticvale

C a m pu s ar t to u r
Explore UVic’s art collection with our 
new Campus Art Tour Map. Featuring a 
series of self-guided tours, this handy 
map will lead you through our various 
buildings and help you discover the 
incredible diversity of art on campus. 
Spend an hour or spend a day seeing 
paintings, carvings, sculpture and so 
much more! bit.ly/uvicartmap

Website: uviccongress2013.ca

EVENTS

CAMPUS ATTRACTIONS

Turpin. Photo: UVic Photo Services

Elangovan. Photo: UVic Photo Services

ringers
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Improvements to 
student computing 
facilities
The University Systems Student 
Computing Facilities have recently 
completed upgrades to four 
computer-equipped classrooms and 
introduced a new support service 
for students. HSD A150 and HSD 
A160 have new Windows 7 desktop 
workstations and CLE A012 has 
received six additional Windows 7 
workstations, increasing the room 
capacity to 36 workstations. CLE 
A103 has new iMacs with 21.5-inch 
displays, and CLE A015 has new Mac 
Minis. These upgrades will improve 
the computing experience for 
instructors and students through 
better performance and reliability 
while also improving energy 
efficiency. Now, clients in the 
Student Computing Facilities can 
request remote assistance without 
getting up from their workstations. 
Facility staff can respond remotely 
using a remote assistance tool, 
which allows them to answer 
questions and even remotely solve 
problems on workstations. In-
person assistance is still available 
at facility reception counters. More 
info, plus a live map showing which 
workstations are free for drop-in 
use: www.uvic.ca/systems/facilities/

Pursuing the Wild: 
The Sichuan Botanical 
Expedition
Join the Friends of Finnerty 
Gardens for an evening of botanical 
discovery as Sue Milliken and Kelly 
Dodson of Far Reaches Farm give a 
special presentation on their 2012 
plant hunting expedition to Sichuan, 
China. This 50th-anniversary 
event, which will appeal to the 
casual gardener, serious plant 
aficionado and everyone with a 
love of adventure, takes place 
on May 23 at 7 p.m. in the David 
Lam Auditorium, MacLaurin 
A144. The search for new species 
of rhododendrons, shrubs and 
perennials was a fascinating trek 
that included fellow explorers Steve 
Hootman of the Rhododendron 
Species Botanical Garden and Peter 
Cox, legendary plant hunter. Tickets 
are free, but must be reserved in 
advance at the UVic Ticket Centre. 
More information: www.uvic.ca/
anniversary/events/highlights/
pursuingthewild/

  Experience the difference!
State of the art dentistry right on the UVic campus, 
in the Student Union Building.
Offering the most comprehensive dental services available.

Please call for your next dental appointment.

250-380-1888
www.campusdentalcentre.com

By  R ac h e l  G o l d s w o r t hy, 
Coordinator, Centre for 
S o c i a l  a n d  S u s ta i n a b l e 
Innovation

As soon as her cousin taught her to 
ride a two-wheeler on the bumpy lanes 
on her uncle’s farm, eight-year-old 
Mary Jo Hughes was hooked. She and 
her brother promptly started nagging 
their parents for a bike and when they 
got one—to share—they fought over 
who got to ride it to school.

Now, a few decades later, the direc-
tor of the University of Victoria Art 
Collections doesn’t have to battle for 
the use of a bike and, unlike during 
her childhood in Ontario and her early 
career in Manitoba, she can ride every 
day if she wants. And she does.

In fact, the prospect of biking 
all year round was a big draw when 
she was considering a move to the 
coast from Winnipeg where snow, 
then melted snow, then sand make 
the roads miserable for cyclists from 
October until April. At least.

“I don’t ride in snow or [severe] wind,” 
she concedes, but otherwise she’s in 
the saddle every day. She even got rid 
of her car three years ago. That way, she 
says, she has no excuses, although her 
husband would be happier if she did; 
he’s nervous about her riding.

There are some roads that scare her, 
she admits, and calls herself an “avid 
but cautious” cyclist. She firmly obeys 
the rules of the road and has even 
taken other bikers to task for blowing 
through stop signs or red lights.

“I think that every cyclist who 
breaks the rules makes it harder for 
cyclists to be respected,” she explains.

She has a teenage daughter who, 
like all kids, learns by example, but 
Hughes can’t convince her to bike 
to class.

“It’s the hair thing,” she explains. 
Helmet head isn’t a good look in high 
school.

Hughes herself has a personal 
style that goes from office to bike to 
boardroom, and nobody has yet com-

plained that arriving on two wheels is 
unprofessional. On the contrary, the 
most common comment she gets is, 

“Oh, I should ride my bike!”
As far as Hughes can tell, there 

aren’t many reasons not to saddle up. 
Victoria has a great climate and it’s 
often almost as fast to bike as to drive. 
Sometimes it’s faster.

One day, Hughes was on campus 
with a colleague who zipped out to her 
car immediately after their meeting, 
saying she wanted to be back at their 
offices at the Legacy Art Gallery in 
plenty of time for her next one. Hughes 
lingered and chatted with a few folks 
before unlocking her bike and heading 
downtown. She was at her desk at the 
gallery and halfway through her lunch 
before her colleague arrived.

And aside from any possible time 
savings (it takes her half an hour to 
get from downtown to campus and 
20 minutes to make the reverse trip, 
thanks to gravity) she has more con-
crete reasons for riding.

“I do it for sustainability,” she says, 
“but also to keep fit.” 

And if anything will keep the car-
diovascular system in good trim, it’s 
a trip from her office in the sea-level 
Legacy Gallery to UVic—a journey 
she makes for meetings three or four 
times a week.

And on the days she doesn’t bike 
up to campus? 

She goes to spin class, of course.

Registration open for 
Bike to Work Week
Registration for Bike to Work Week 
teams is now open at www.biketowork.
ca/victoria/. UVic regularly contrib-
utes over 40 teams in this regional 
event that celebrates cycle commuting 
and encourages new people to give it 
a try with the support of colleagues. 
Fun events and chances to win prizes 
happen all week, as well as cycle safety 
seminars. If you’d like to host a team or 
join a team, contact action@uvic.ca to 
find out more.

Hughes with her bike at UVic’s Legacy Gallery. Photo: UVic Photo Services

B i k e to Wo r k W e e k Ma y 27–J u n e 2

Curator on two wheels

One of the most enduring legacies 
of President David Turpin, who is 
stepping down in June after a 13-year 
tenure as president, is his commit-
ment to increasing the number and 
value of student financial awards. To 
recognize Turpin’s leadership in the 
area, scholarships have been created 
and will be awarded in his honour to 
support outstanding UVic students 
every year. 

An enthusiastic champion of 
student support, Turpin has placed 
scholarships and bursaries at the 
forefront of the university’s strate-
gic priorities.

Citing the need to ensure that 
no student should face barriers to 
admission and success other than 
academic potential, he set about to 
more than double the levels of assis-
tance at UVic, including bursaries, 
scholarships and work-study funds. 

During his tenure, growing 
relationships with governments, 
foundations, businesses and pri-
vate philanthropists have secured 
millions of dollars in contributions 
for student awards. Many awards 
were established by donations 
from UVic’s friends and alumni 
who shared Turpin’s passion for the 
university’s academic mission and 
its students. 

This remarkable achievement 
now puts UVic among the top 20 
per cent of Canadian universities 
for student financial support.

Members of the UVic commu-
nity are invited to honour Turpin 
by contributing to this scholarship 
fund. Donations can be made 
through UVic’s Annual Giving Office 
by contacting Jennifer Sandmaier at  
jls@uvic.ca, 250-721-6003 or online 
at www.give.uvic.ca.

New Turpin scholarships

By Anne MacLaurin

A unique exhibit of children’s paint-
ings opened May 8 at the Legacy Art 
Gallery, “To Reunite To Honour To 
Witness.” The exhibition is a collec-
tion of paintings created by children 
who attended the Alberni Indian 
Residential School in the late 1950s 
and early 1960s.

The vibrant and powerful paint-
ings were created in an extracur-
ricular art class run by artist Robert 
Aller. The paintings, part of Aller’s 
art collection bequeathed to the 
University of Victoria, have become 
the focus of an ongoing Elder, sur-
vivor and community-led research 
project through UVic’s Department 
of Anthropology.

In March, Alberni Residential 
School survivors, families and com-
munity members came together for 
a traditional feast and ceremony to 
honour the return of the children’s 
paintings. The feast and ceremony 
were an opportunity for residential 
school survivors and their families 
to witness these works of art and 

find some healing and reconcilia-
tion with the past. 

“The return of the paintings to 
survivors and their families, and 
their being honoured as special 
objects of culture and history, is 
very meaningful to us,” says Wally 
Samuel, residential school survivor. 

“It is about reclaiming these lost 
pieces and reuniting them with 
their creators, and celebrating this 
reconnection.”

The families continue to work 
with UVic faculty to document the 
role of art in residential schools 
through individual stories and 
works of art. The Legacy Art Gal-
lery, at 630 Yates Street, Victoria, 
will host the survivor’s paintings to 
June 15. The guest curators are Dr. 
Andrea Walsh (anthropology) and 
Dr. Robina Thomas (social work). 
The exhibition asks viewers to con-
sider the role of this art today at a 
time when Canada is attempting 
reconciliation around this history 
with Indigenous peoples.

More info: http://legacygallery.
ca/

Painting done by Phyllis Tate as a child at the Alberni Indian Residential School.  
Photo: Devin Tepleski

To Reunite  
To Honour To Witness
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the ring
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New Libraries website 
coming
UVic Libraries is developing a new 
website to provide improved access 
to all library resources and services. 
The new website will use templates 
developed by UVic Communications 
who launched its newly renovated 
central website last August. There 
will be no disruption to library 
website users during the website 
redesign. Migration to the new 
site is scheduled for mid-July to 
mid-August. By the start of the 
new term in September, all website 
user groups can look forward to 
improved website access to relevant 
resources, information and library 
services. Questions and suggestions 
to make this project a success 
are welcomed and can be sent to 
Information Services Librarian 
Kathryn Paul kpaul@uvic.ca.

UVic@100 contest 
winners
What will UVic be like on its 100th 
anniversary? Last month, The Ring 
asked all forward-looking members 
of the UVic community to unleash 
their imaginations and describe 
UVic in 2063. Our judges awarded 
first prize to Cheryl Hebb, director 
of campus-based fundraising in the 
Development Office. Runner-up 
prize went to biology student Ryan 
Heron. Hebb’s submission, written 
as a “UVic in the News” round-up, 
touches on the weighty topics of 
campus deer, naked students and 
avatars. Heron’s entry describes 
his first day on campus, meeting 
a girl, discovering where to grow 
his own veggies and dealing with 
educational technology. Their 
visions of UVic@100 are posted on 
The Ring website at http://ring.uvic.
ca/news/uvic100-contest-winners. 

Stars in global health
Researchers Alex Brolo and Francis 
Nano have earned $100,000 Grand 
Challenges Canada grants for their 
work to develop innovative disease 
diagnostics and preventions. The 
federally funded Stars in Global 
Health program awards the 
initial proof-of-concept grants of 
$100,000, as well as Phase II awards 
up to $1 million for successful 
applicants to scale up their work. 
The program focuses on advancing 
innovative ideas to address health 
issues in developing countries.
Brolo (chemistry) is working 
with nanotechnology to create 
a low-cost hand-held device 
to provide instant diagnosis of 
dengue and Nano (biochemistry 
and microbiology) is working with 
proteins from cold-water Arctic 
bacteria to develop a safe live 
vaccine for tuberculosis.

van den Driessche. Photo: UVic Photo Services Milwright. Photo: UVic Photo Services

Melanie Tromp Hoover

Passion, energy and a commitment to making the world a little bit better 
tomorrow for everyone—these are the qualities that are shared by each and 
every recipient of a Craigdarroch Research Award over the past decade, and 
this year’s slate of recipients is no exception. The 2013 Craigdarroch Research 
Awards, which honour achievements in research at UVic, were presented at a 
reception event on May 2.   Celebrating its own 10-year anniversary as part of 
the University of Victoria’s 50th anniversary celebrations, this year’s program 
honoured the past 60 winners (many of whom were in attendance) and inducted 

four more outstanding researchers into the Craigdarroch circle. In honour of 
president and vice-chancellor Dr. David Turpin’s own research record and 
tireless work in service of expanding research support at UVic since 2000, the 
top honour of the night was renamed in his honour to become the David H. 
Turpin Gold Medal for Career Achievement. “The number and eminence of the 
nominations again this year speak volumes about the extraordinary investiga-
tive and creative activity taking place each day in every corner of our campus,” 
says Dr. Howard Brunt, UVic’s vice-president research. “These four individuals 
exemplify UVic’s commitment to excellence and the open transfer of knowledge 
to the wider community.”

Craigdarroch Research Awards

C r ai g dar r o c h Awar d fo r E xc e lle n c e i n 
K n ow le d g e M o b i li z ati o n

Dr. Ana María Peredo
Peter B. Gustavson School of Business
Director, Centre for Co-operative and Community-Based Economy

From remote Andean villages to local Vancouver Island communities to the global 
forums of academia, Ana María Peredo displays a penchant and passion for mo-
bilizing knowledge for the cause of poverty alleviation. Her research has brought 
about a conceptual shift in the field of entrepreneurship: entrepreneurs aren’t only 
individuals but whole communities, too, using their resources to create the condi-
tions of well-being. As Director of the Centre for Co-operative and Community-Based 
Economy (CCCBE), she gathers scholars, leaders and the wider community together 
to sustain the conversation on this and related issues.

C r ai g dar r o c h Awar d fo r E xc e lle n c e i n 
I n n ovat i o n an d E n tr e pr e n e u r s h i p

Dr. Frank van Veggel
Department of Chemistry

Frank van Veggel is a true pioneer in the world of prostate cancer research, 
creating very small things—light-emitting nanoparticles, to be precise—that 
can locate and attach to tumors in the human body, transforming into an ef-
fective visual marker for diagnosis and treatment plans. This ground-breaking 
research (in partnership with cancer research agencies and numerous industry 
partners) has resulted in 11 patents and disclosures to date and has the potential 
to be leveraged as a diagnostic tool in a number of other cancers—building on 
van Veggel’s reputation as an entrepreneur bent on making the world a better 
place one nanoparticle at a time.

Dav i d H . Tu r pi n G o ld M e dal fo r C ar e e r 
Ac h i e v e m e nt i n R e s e ar c h

Dr. Pauline van den Driessche
Department of Mathematics and Statistics
A model applied mathematician, Pauline van den Driessche is internationally 
recognized for her work in both mathematical biology and linear algebra. Her 
analyses, described as “beautiful and challenging”, are, among other applica-
tions, at the forefront of research on the dynamics of epidemics, such as West 
Nile Virus outbreak predictions. In addition to her prodigious scholarship, she 
has been a stalwart mentor and guide to a new generation of mathematical 
scientists. For her accomplishments, she received the Krieger-Nelson Prize 
from the Canadian Mathematical Society and was invited to deliver the First 
Olga Taussky-Todd Lecture in 2007.

C r ai g dar r o c h S i lv e r M e dal fo r E xc e lle n c e i n 
R e s e ar c h

Dr. Marcus Milwright
Department of History in Art
The objects that people use in any given period of history say a lot about who 
they are and how they connect to each other. As one of the most active and 
productive Islamic art historians in the world, Marcus Milwright is an expert in 
explaining the history of medicine and cross-cultural exchange in the medieval 
Mediterranean world through art, architecture and objects—connecting the 
dots between these artifacts and social history. And he’s also great at sharing 
what he knows: amid two distinguished Aga Khan Fellowships and more than 15 
years of field work, Milwright published An Introduction to Islamic Archaeology 
in 2010—an award-winning textbook considered by his peers to be the world’s 
best introduction to this field of work to date. 

Postal Outlet

we care about
what we do

2013

van Veggel. Photo: UVic Photo ServicesPeredo. Photo: UVic Photo Services
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Bob Wright, a benefactor and close 
friend of the university, passed away 
on Wednesday, April 17. He was 82 
years old.

“Bob Wright was a great friend of 
mine,” says UVic President Dr. David 
Turpin. “He will be missed and fondly 
remembered, by me, by the University 
of Victoria and by the community. His 
spirit, his generosity and his name will 
live on in the Bob Wright Centre—
Ocean, Earth and Atmospheric Sciences, 
which symbolizes his love for the ocean 
and his commitment to providing 
ongoing support for ocean education 
and research.”

Wright’s generous $11-million donation on behalf of the Oak Bay Marine Group 
in 2008 was instrumental in the completion of a world-class facility that proudly 
bears his name. 

A portion of this gift—$1 million—is designated for student scholarships. The 
Bob Wright Scholarships include support for senior undergraduate students who 
work at sea and in the laboratory learning about the physics, biology, geology 
and chemistry of the ocean; and support for graduate students who conduct 
original research on issues of critical importance to the future of the seas.

To date, $450,000 has been disbursed in Bob Wright Scholarships to 20 graduate 
students and 40 undergraduates. Wright took a deep personal interest in the 
activities and scientific research of all the students who benefited from his 
scholarships. 

The Oak Bay Marine Group has employed many UVic graduates over the years, and 
its resort properties and fishing charters remain a source of highly prized summer 
jobs.

In 2000 the university presented Wright with an honorary Doctorate of Laws in 
recognition of his exemplary service to the community.

in memoriam

Smuggler’s Cove Pub 2581 Penrhyn St. 
Reservations 477-2688 (lunch and dinner)  www.smugglerscovepub.com

Pub and Liquor Store  
in Cadboro Bay

Get off 
CamPuS  

& Come on 
down

Sunday  
Brunch Buffet

11 am–2 pm
$12.95

cadboro bay merchants

Local - Long Distance - International
We Make Moving EASY!

1.604.324.5015
1.800.771.5015

www.trwestcan.com Free Estimates!  Preferred Rates!  Budget Wise!

we can help!
You can feel confident
choosing one of Canada’s
oldest and most trusted
moving companies.

by Joseph Sheppard 
co-director, centre 
for autism research, 
technology, and education

Growing out of the success of Au-
tism’s Own journal—a UVic peer-
reviewed journal written and edited 
by persons with autism—the Centre 
for Autism Research, Technology, and 
Education (CARTE) celebrated World 
Autism Awareness Day on April 2 by 
organizing Autism’s Own Conference. 
This free, public autism cultural event 
was founded, organized and enacted 
by students and lifelong learners 
with Autism Spectrum Disorder.

Conference participants were 
treated to demonstrations of CARTE-
developed technology like iScrapbook 
and FaceMaze, computer programs 
that are designed to help autistic 
persons improve facial recognition 
and expression. Improving these skills 
is important because children with 
autism often have profound deficits 
in this area that impede them from 
cueing into other people and under-
standing their non-verbal behaviors. 
As these children are better able to 
read the information conveyed in 
others’ faces they are also better able 
to connect more deeply, meaningfully 
and lastingly with other people.

As the co-director of CARTE, I 
believe that primary research on 
autism and the development of as-
sistive technologies and processes 
that can support the needs of people 
with autism is of vital importance for 
Canada. I’d believe this even if I didn’t 
have autism myself, or a person with 
autism in my family.  

Approximately one per cent of the 
population of North America has au-
tism. This complex condition impairs 
social and language functioning and 
expresses itself in stereotyped and 
repetitive behaviors such as intense 
fixations, environmental sensitivities 
and a heightened need for ritual. 

Behind these symptoms, autism 
also informs how a person experi-
ences the world, expresses a voice 

and constructs a self. This little-
understood notion of autism agency 
is why conferences celebrating autism 
culture are so critical, as they convey 
the strengths that grow from having 
autism—a facet of the issue that is 
often difficult for society at large to 
recognize.

My own presentation at the con-
ference emphasized our need to be 
treated as individuals, rather than 
as symptoms of autism. Reaching 
autistic persons as fully contributing, 
self-actualizing agents with distinct 
individual needs, hopes and visions 
is an important priority. 

Iris Grey, an autism community 
leader, spoke about the need for a 
strong autism community, as half of all 
people with autism don’t have a single 
friend, a job, or many other forms of 
social connection beyond immediate 
family. Approximately 80 per cent of 
all adults with autism live with their 
parents. Patrick Dwyer, an autism 
student leader and riveting speaker, 
reflected on the fact that this confer-
ence was a milestone in the history 
of autism because after decades of 
awareness building, autistic persons 

were now speaking academically 
about their condition in their own 
words.

The fine arts are also key ways 
that we are exploring the poten-
tials of autism, and the conference 
included strong examples of this as 
well. Adam Evan Christie performed 
an avant-garde kinetic stage pres-
entation about overcoming autism 
barriers by compensating for his 
deficits using other intact functions 
in imaginative new ways. Pianist 
Gowan James McQuarrie and poet 
Rose Guedes also performed.

At the end, speakers, volunteers 
and audience members all sang “With 
a Little Help from My Friends” because 
this whole event was made possible 
by all our friends. There was love in 
the room. Growing from the Autism’s 
Own journal, and the UVic autism 
peer support group which launched 
it, this conference helped us feel we 
had come a long way in expressing 
our own unique culture. It certainly 
helped us establish some important 
parameters for solidarity and empow-
erment. And we shared something 
that was truly our own. 

Autism’s Own Conference
Uniquely talented individuals develop a new kind of event 

Graphic novel explores Indigenous law
A graphic novel created by the University of Victoria’s Indigenous Law Research Clinic draws on work with seven different legal orders across Canada to 
help empower Indigenous communities, as well as educate and engage legal practitioners about the complexity and legitimacy of Indigenous law. More 
info: bit.ly/uvic-ilgn

Tanaka, left, and Sheppard in the CARTE lab. Photo: UVic Photo Services



The Ring  May 2013  Page 7

Wednesday, May 15

■■ Lecture/Seminar. 12:30 p.m. TBA. 
Dr. Paul Schure, Economics. BEC 363. 250-
472-4410

■■ Other. 8 p.m. Astronomy Open House. 
May 22 & 29 and June 5. Astronomy Open 
House is sponsored by the UVic Department 
of Physics & Astronomy. Wright Centre. 5th 
Flr. 250-721-7700

Wednesday, May 22

■■ Lecture/Seminar. 12:30 p.m. The 
Return to Angel Capital in British Columbia. Dan 
Vo, PhD Student, UVic. BEC 363. 250-472-4410

Thursday, May 23

■■ Lecture/Seminar. 7 p.m. Pursuing 
the Wild: The Sichuan Botanical Expedition. 
Join the Friends of Finnerty Gardens for an 
evening of botanical discovery with Sue 
Milliken and Kelly Dodson. MacLaurin A144. 
Tickets reserved in advance at 250-721-8480 
or in person. 

Monday, May 27

■■ Other. 12 a.m. Greater Victoria Bike to 
Work Week. May 27-June 2. The 19th annual 
Greater Victoria Bike to Work Week is a free, 
fun-filled community event. Registration: 
http://biketowork.ca/victoria. 250-920-5775

Tuesday, May 28

■■ Studies in Religion & Society 
Lecture. 2 p.m. Catholic Legacies in Victoria: 
The Seghers Collection. Join us for two days of 
seminars, field trips and archival exhibitions. 
Lecture by David Kingma. Mearns Centre for 
Learning Special Collections. Pre-registration 
is required at 250-721-6325

■■ Centre for Religion & Society Lec-
ture. 6 p.m. The Bishop’s Books: The Seghers 
Collection at UVic. Keynote speaker: Dr. Hélène 
Cazes, UVic. Hickman 105. 250-721-6325

Wednesday, May 29

■■ Lecture/Seminar. 12:30 p.m. Ex-
perimental Evaluation of Alternative First Price 
Auction Rules for the Simultaneous Allocation 
of Bundled Timber Rights when Competitors 
Can Bid Jointly. Daniel Rondeau, UVic. BEC 
363. 250-472-4410

Saturday, June 1

■■ Conference. 82nd Annual Congress 
of Humanities and Social Sciences. 50th 
Anniversary Signature Event. Congress 2013: 
Canada’s largest gathering of academic minds 
comes to Victoria from June 1-8. Visit www.
uviccongress2013.ca for more information.

Wednesday, June 5

■■ Lecture/Seminar. 7:30 a.m. Interdis-
ciplinary Society for Global-Minded Pedagogy 
and Practice Speakers: Teresa Dawson, Direc-
tor, Learning Teaching Centre and Dr. James 
Anglin, Prof, Child and Youth Care. Hickman 
110. 250-721-8571

at the galleries    www. uvac.uvic.ca        250-721-6562

■■ Exhibit. Creating Con[text]. Until 
June 15. Connects works of art in the Mi-
chael Williams Collection and interviews 
with people associated with Williams and 
the artists he collected. Featuring paintings 
by Angela Grossman, Jack Shadbolt and 
Emily Carr. The exhibition allows the stories 
of artists, dealers, collectors, and viewers to 
infuse the works of art with more deeply 
understood meaning. Legacy Art Gallery 
(Small Gallery) 630 Yates St. 

■■ Exhibit. To Reunite, To Honour, To 
Witness. Until June 15. Guest curated by Dr. 
Andrea Walsh, UVic and Dr. Robina Thomas, 
UVic. The paintings in this exhibition were 
created by children who attended the 
Alberni Indian Residential School in the 
late 1950s and early 1960s. The works were 
created in an extra-curricular art class run 
by artist Robert Aller. See article on page 
4. Legacy Art Gallery, Main Gallery. 630 
Yates St. 

■■ Exhibit. The Long Now of Ulysses: 
Curatoring Literature after the Internet.  
Opens May 21. How are interpretations of 
literature changing in a digital age? Using 
a range of materials, this student-curated 
exhibit places James Joyce’s Ulysses in its 
contemporary context and engages its long, 
often unanticipated, afterlife. Audiences are 
invited to interact with many of the curated 
materials. Maltwood Prints and Drawings 
Gallery, McPherson Library lower level. 

calendar highlights
Events free unless otherwise indicated. For a complete list of events, visit the online calendar at events.uvic.ca

May 5–11 is Emergency Preparedness 
Week across Canada. Following suc-
cessful campus-wide “Drop, Cover 
and Hold On” drills during the Great 
BC ShakeOut, many students and 
staff have asked, “What should I 
do when the shaking has stopped?” 
Learning from the University of 
Canterbury in Christchurch, New 
Zealand, UVic has developed 
new procedures and a map for 
campus evacuation in the event 
of a damaging earthquake. The 
procedures will be distributed 
to all UVic faculty and staff dur-
ing Emergency Preparedness Week.

The Campus Evacuation Map 
identifies the safest routes to the 
Campus Assembly Area at the UVic 
playing fields, as well as temporary 
holding areas for those needing an 
initial meeting area in a safe location. 

“In the event of a major earthquake, 
we want you to get out of your build-
ing safely and move to the Campus 
Assembly Area for further instruc-
tions and information,” says Daphne 
Donaldson, manager of emergency 
planning. “We encourage everyone to 
carefully review the campus evacua-
tion procedures so that you’ll know 
what to do and how to assist others 
when the shaking stops.”

In March 2012, a UVic delegation 
visited the University of Canterbury 
(UC) to learn directly about their 

response to and recovery from the 
2011 and 2012 earthquakes. “A key 
lesson we learned from UC was the 
need to evacuate the campus when 
the safety of campus buildings may 
be uncertain,” says Donaldson. “After 
an earthquake, most people will want 
to leave the campus to check on their 
family and homes, and an evacuation 
needs to occur as quickly and safely 
as possible. We urge faculty and staff 
members to learn and follow the new 
procedures so that if an evacuation is 
required it will go smoothly.”

For further information visit www.
uvic.ca/evacuation. And don’t forget 
to register your mobile phone for the 
UVic Emergency Alerts notification 
system: visit www.uvic.ca/alerts.

W h e n th e s h ak i n g sto p s

New campus evacuation 
procedures
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Have you registered your mobile phone  
to receive emergency messages?

UVic Emergency Alerts

www.uvic.ca/alerts
  

Follow us on

@uvicemerg

TM

It’s time for a clean 
break.

We know that sometimes letting go feels complicated. But it really 

isn’t. There are ways to make your break-up painless and better 

for the environment. Don’t abandon it as a “free” item in the 

street. It’s time for a clean break. Go to myrecyclopedia.ca and 

find out how to properly dispose of your unwanted item. Make 

the smart, safe and environmentally friendly choice to properly 

reduce, reuse or recycle. Please dispose responsibly.

PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY:

www.crd.bc.ca

by tara sharpe

Not every reader will recognize him 
from the picture at right, but since 
February 2007, each issue of UVic’s 
community newspaper has benefited 
from Robie Liscomb’s discriminating 
touch. After more than 1,200 days in 
the life of The Ring, its editor retired 
at the end of April.

Liscomb joined UVic Public Rela-
tions and Information Services (now 
Communications Services) on June 29, 
1987 as a public information officer. He 
remembers in those “early days, we put 
out The Ring using an X-Acto knife and 
a newspaper waxer.” 

“Robie’s done a tremendous job 
with The Ring, expanding the num-
ber of voices it carries and giving 
it a robust online presence, but his 
contributions to UVic go far beyond 
the paper,” adds department director 
Bruce Kilpatrick. “He set the high 
standards that shape the range of 
publications we produce today and 
steered the delicate process that led 
to a university style guide. More than 
that, he’s been a mentor and source of 
wise counsel to his colleagues.”  

Liscomb was born in Maine. He 
majored in English at Tufts University 
in Massachusetts and earned an MA in 
1973 from Hollins College in Virginia, 
where he’d written poetry and con-
tinued an interest in the cultures of 
North American Indigenous peoples. 

He and his wife Kathlyn, a professor 
in UVic’s Department of History in Art, 
moved to Victoria in 1986 after living 
in Chicago, Ithaca and Taiwan, and 
after Liscomb’s stint as senior science 
writer at World Book Encyclopedia. In 
the early 1980s, Liscomb was awarded 
a grant for projects by his own Fathom 
Press and he also accompanied his 
wife on research trips in Japan and 
China.

In 1994, he and Dr. Liscomb be-
came Canadian citizens. They re-
turned to China in the fall of 1994 

to adopt their infant daughter, Nora 
Jiahui Liscomb, who is now 19.

He remembers when the original 
Macintosh computers began appear-
ing at UVic. “They had floppy disks. 
Then we got 1MB hard drives. That 
was a big step up.”

He has sometimes felt “like a spider 
in the middle of its web—pulling all 
the pieces of the newspaper together, 
coordinating and choreographing the 
flow of information” and tapping on 
individual threads to claim attention 
when deadlines were looming. 

Now that he is retired, Liscomb 
intends to “dust off ” his Vandercook 
proof press and “start small with 
poetry broadsides. I have no big am-
bitious plans,” although he did hint at 
producing a family memoir about his 
grandfather in the First World War. 
(His grandparent and namesake was 
too young to be accepted into the US 
military, so he enlisted at 15 years old 
in the Canadian army.)

As an avid reader himself, Liscomb 
prefers newsprint to online news: “I 
still like paper because you can get 

more comfortable reading it. You don’t 
have to worry about glare or holding 
up a screen. There’s an advantage—a 
built-in time to avoid mistakes—to 
the slowness of print production. And 
I like the way it’s structured; the stand-
ards of print layout are much more 
predictable, much more consistent. 
But online is inevitable.”

Story ideas for The Ring can be sent 
to UVic’s publications officer Marc 
Christensen, who with this issue, suc-
ceeds Liscomb as editor. Christensen 
can be reached at marcdc@uvic.ca.

day in  
the life

Liscomb.  photo: beth doman


