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INTRODUCTION

About the Project

The Campus Greenway represents a unique opportunity to address the Strategic Framework priority of increasing the
vibrancy of campus life by enhancing the natural and built environment to create more opportunities for interaction and
collaboration.

The Greenway will act as a vibrant academic and social hub along the primary east-west multi-modal pathway connecting
buildings and public spaces on campus. It will contribute to the identity of the campus and also aid in fostering respect and
reconciliation with Indigenous communities by contributing to a welcoming, inclusive campus environment for all.

In Phase 1, we engaged student, staff, faculty, and Indigenous stakeholders on the project values and project visions. The
feedback received through the phase 1 engagement, was used to develop the draft landscape plans presented at the Campus
Open House in March 2019.

The goals of this Open House were:
e Toinform and update
e Toreceive feedback on draft landscape designs
e To confirm design directions for the Campus Greenway
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ATTENDANCE

Open House

The Campus Greenway Open House took place at the University
of Victoria on March 21, 2019 in the McPherson Library foyer.
Approximately 200 people attended. This report summarizes the
feedback received from the campus community regarding the
Greenway'’s design direction. The piechart below indicates the
breakdown of the attendees who participated.

Attendees were asked for feedback on the design concept,
design toolkit, organizational framework, and draft landscape
plans for the west, central, and east greenway.
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CONTENT

Draft Landscape Plan

The proposed landscape plan identifies hubs to enhance
academic and social interaction, ecosystem restoration,
campus gateways, crossings, and 'the Heart". The proposed
design strategies for these areas include new seating

and furnishings, enhanced lighting, interpretive signage
and panels, restoration of ecosystems, native plantings,

and pathway improvements. To aid in fostering respect

and reconciliation with Indigenous communities, the plan
features Indigenous design elements at key areas along the
Greenway. In addition, the Indigenous Plan’s metaphor of
weaving has been applied to both the spatial and conceptual
framework through the weaving pattern of the pathway. This
design strategy further supports community understanding
of the history of the land as well as supporting the
development of a community that is accepting of diversity,
and inclusive of Indigenous ways of knowing and being.
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WEST CAMPUS GREENWAY

Draft Landscape Plan

The West Campus Greenway is characterised by the protected natural area of Bowker Creek, the University Club Pond, and a
naturalized (winding) pathway alignment. This area was identified in the Campus Cycling Plan as an opportunity to improve the
connection to the centre of campus from Gordon Head Road via a separated pedestrian and cyclist path.

DRAFT LANDSCAPE PLAN - WEST GREENWAY
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WHAT WE HEARD SUMMARY OF PRIORITIES

In general, attendees supported the enhancement of High priorities for the area include:

natural conditions along the west campus greenway e Ensure pedestrian and cyclist safety are prioritized along
and feedback encouraged more naturalized areas the pathway and at intersections.

outside the proposed restoration nodes. The feedback e Enhance restoration of ecosystems and provide
supported the separated pathway for cyclists and educational opportunities through interpretive signage
pedestrians. and engagement with relevant campus faculties.



CENTRAL CAMPUS GREENWAY

Draft Landscape Plan

The Central Campus Greenway was identified as ‘the Heart’ due to its adjacency to First People’s House, Petch Fountain, the
Quadrangle, and the triple row of mature oak trees. During Phase 1, the health and well being of the oak trees in this area was
identified as a key concern. To preserve and enhance tree health, protection of the root zones through seating and planting is
proposed as well as irrigating the trees through the summer months.

DRAFT LANDSCAPE PLAN - CENTRAL
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“More trees --- keep

“More teaching areas,
people from

outdoor
classrooms”

walking on root area”

WHAT WE HEARD

Attendees supported the proposed designs to protect
tree health and longevity. Additionally, there were many
verbal and written responses that indicated support for
more areas to sit, study and socialize. Comments that
focused specifically on the Quad were not included in
this summary because that area is beyond the scope of
this plan.

“Our campus right

now is sad. We
need this new

“Increase permeable
surfaces”
Greenway”

SUMMARY OF PRIORITIES

High priorities for the area include:

Decrease soil compaction through edge protection to
ensure health and longevity of existing mature trees.
Providing more comfortable social seating and academic
areas

Explore opportunity to develop pedestrian priority zone
by limiting or preventing vehicle traffic through signage,
physical barriers and education.



EAST CAMPUS GREENWAY

Draft Landscape Plan

The East Campus Greenway includes the development site of the future Student Housing and Dining Project. The landscape
plan was presented to the community during the engagement process for the Student Housing and Dining project. Feedback
received during these engagement events has been incorporated to create a consistent landscape plan across the entire

extent of the greenway.

DRAFT LANDSCAPE PLAN - EAST

ining Project see: uvic.ca/new-student-housi
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“I think
the inclusion/
integration of more
natural features is
not only appealing but
beneficial for students’
mental, physical and
spiritual health”

“Edible plant garden
supported by the
campus community
garden”

WHAT WE HEARD

The Eastern extents of the Campus Greenway received
minimal feedback compared to the Western and Central
areas, perhaps because much of the area around the
new Student Housing and Dining has already gone
through a public consultation process. Much of the
feedback that was given supported the inclusion of
natural features that encouraged social interaction.

“| love the idea of
incorporating more
native plants and
using environmental
strategies for 'storm
drains’”

“Outdoor
classroom

space!”

SUMMARY OF PRIORITIES

High priorities for the area include:

e Address the alignment shifts at Ring Road Crossing and
Parking Lot 5.

e Enhance restoration of ecosystems and provide
educational opportunities through interpretive signage
and engagement with relevant campus faculties.



NEXT STEPS

NEXT STEPS

The feedback gathered from this Open House offered valuable input regarding the vision for the Campus Greenway.
This feedback will be used to refine the Landscape Plan and confirm the general Design Guidelines moving forward.

The finalizing of the Landscape Plan and Guidelines will include internal reviews with Campus Planning and
Sustainability, the Advisory Committee and the Facilities and Management Team over the summer months.

The final Campus Greenway Landscape Plan & Design Guidelines will serve to support and coordinate the
implementation of landscape and public realm improvements along the length of the Greenway and will be
presented at a Campus Open House in the Fall of 2019.
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