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Introduction
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This project involves large amounts 
of complex technical information, 
a condensed design timeline and 
a desire to inspire the creativity 
and engagement of the UVic 
community. UVic’s Community 
Engagement Framework  ensures 
the campus and neighbouring 
communities are informed 
throughout the project process and 
have opportunities to meaningfully 
share their input to inform the 
buildings’ designs. 

As the future users of the 
Engineering Precinct Expansion, 
the students, faculty and staff 
within the Faculty of Engineering 
and Computer Science are key 
stakeholders in this project. 
Beyond the project engagement 
model outlined in the Community 
Engagement Framework, these 
stakeholders will participate in 
informing design decisions through 
coursework, academic research and 
collaborative workshops.
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DESIGN

The Process

WE ARE HERE

We are early in the design process for 
the Engineering Precinct Expansion. 
Design will continue through 2020, 
with opportunities for feedback 
occurring throughout the year.

Why We Engage
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About The 
Project

The Engineering Precinct Expansion will be a beacon of 
innovation, collaboration and learning for an adaptive and 
sustainable future.

The University of Victoria is planning 
an expansion of the Engineering 
Computer Science (ECS) Building 
and a new High Bay Research and 
Structures Lab to meet the current 
student demand and expected 
growth of the Engineering and 
Computer Science Faculty. Located 
in the Engineering precinct the 
project will provide additional 
design studios and lab spaces along 
with office and research facilities. 

ABOVE: SITE PLAN UVic’s Engineering precinct includes 
the Engineering Office Wing (EOW), 
Engineering Lab Wing (ELW) and 
the ECS building. Existing space 
limitations have resulted in the 
faculty creating temporary lab and 
design studios across campus. By 
expanding the precinct, UVic will be 
able to consolidate these temporary 
facilities into new, purpose-built 
facilities and continue to provide a 
dynamic learning environment. The 
project supports the faculty’s goal to 
construct facilities at the forefront of 
green building design.  

PROJECT VISION



Engagement activities were 
promoted across campus to raise 
broad awareness of the project and 
opportunities to get involved.
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Promotion included: 

•	 Posts online through the project 
webpage and across UVic, 
Faculty of Engineering and the 
Office of Campus Planning 
and Sustainability social media 
channels;

•	 250 posters posted on campus 
community boards and sent 
directly to each department;

•	 Digital signage across campus; 

Students  from the Faculty of 
Engineering and Computer Science 
are participating in two capstone 
projects and two courses to 
complete sustainability analyses 
that will support the design 
development of the ECS expansion 
and High Bay Research and 
Structures Lab.

•	 Notices on the UVic events 
webpage and in the Campus 
Checklist, a newsletter to all staff 
and faculty;

•	 Email invitations to Engineering 
Students’ Society and 
Engineering student clubs and 
groups; and,

•	 Email invitations to Community 
Association Liaison Committee 
to share amongst their 
networks. 

The design team will explore 
continued opportunities for student 
learning throughout the design 
development phase.

How We Engaged
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ONGOING FEBRUARY 
MARCH Development Approvals 

from District of Oak Bay
CALC, UVic 

Leadership and the 
District of Oak Bay
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Student 
Research

30+

ONGOING



Participant Profile

We asked participants to share their relationship to UVic 
with us. Fewer participants answered this question than 
attended the event. Nonetheless, this paints a picture of 

who our open houses reached.

Pop-up displays were set up in 
the ECS and ELW buildings over 
two hours on January 23rd 2020. 
Visitors to the displays were invited 
to indicate their preferred interior 
design examples using sticky dots 
on precedent images. 

Pop-Up 
Displays

70

JANUARY

OTHER

STUDENTS (NON-ENGINEERING 
COMPUTER SCIENCE)

FACULTY

STUDENTS (ENGINEERING 
COMPUTER SCIENCE)

3%

7%

44%

46%

POP-UP DISPLAYS

59% 35% 6%

STUDENTS STAFF
FACULTY, 

NEIGHBOURS, 
ALUMNI

OPEN HOUSE: ECS

77% 13% 10%

STUDENTS STAFF
FACULTY, 

NEIGHBOURS, 
ALUMNI

OPEN HOUSE: LIBRARY

Materials can be viewed in the 
Appendix

300+ Over 300 people participated in 
our engagement events.

ABOVE: POP-UP DISPLAYS
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Materials can be viewed in the 
Appendix

ABOVE: OPEN HOUSE IN THE MCPHERSON LIBRARY
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The project’s broad public launch 
took place on February 12th, 2020 
in the form of two, two-hour open 
houses. The first was within the ECS 
building, the second was in the 
McPherson Library.  The purpose of 
the open houses was twofold. First, 
to inform about the project including 
its timeline, program, project vision 
and ways student learning will be 

Open 
Houses

informing the design process and 
second, to consult on site principles, 
sustainability strategies, and hear 
about what the UVic community 
would like to see in the project. 
Visitors to the open houses were 
invited to use sticky notes and dots to 
provide comment and feedback on 
interactive panels.

250+

FEBRUARY



ABOVE: OPEN HOUSE IN THE ENGINEERING AND COMPUTER SCIENCE BUILDING 
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Created by corpus delicti
from the Noun Project
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What We Heard

Your ptioatem res dolorum estrum 
enihil illam des iurdi necaepera 

santest, sunt eium

Your ptioatem res dolosomethin 
rum estrum enihil illam des iurdi 

necaepera santest, sunt eium
79% 82%

Participants strongly 
favoured spaces that 
support wellness. For 

them, this includes 
natural light exposure, 

indoor plants, and 
access to food.

End-of-trip facilities that 
include covered bike 
parking, lockers, and 
showers in a location 
more secluded than 

the current area were 
a priority for many 

participants.

Collaboration spaces 
including informal 

work areas (for instance 
lounges with white 

boards) and group study  
areas were preferred by 

many participants.

Many participants were 
excited by rooftop 

access. Some for the 
potential of experiential 
learning opportunities.

Over 300 people participated in the engagement activities, most of 
which were current students. 

 While the majority of students engaged in the ELW building were from the Faculty of Engineering and Computer 
Science, those engaged in the ECS and the McPherson Library were from a variety of different disciplines. 

Over the course of the engagement activities, a few themes emerged. We heard a need for: spaces that support 
wellness by exposing natural light and greenery; improved end-of-trip facilities including lockers, covered bike 
storage and safe pathways; and, the need for spaces that support collaborative student work. These themes have 
been expanded upon and separated below to align with where they were heard on campus.

Faculty of Engineering 
and Computer Science

ROOFTOP 
ACCESS

COLLABORATION 
SPACES

END-OF-TRIP
FACILITIES

WELLNESS



We also heard comments 
beyond the scope of this 
project, including a significant 
desire for more space for clubs 
and design teams, and concerns 
about recent tree removal 
associated with other projects 
on campus. 

Created by corpus delicti
from the Noun Project
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UVic Community & 
University Neighbours

Representative 
Comments

OUTDOOR 
AREAS

COLLABORATION 
SPACES

END-OF-TRIP
FACILITIES

SUSTAINABILITY

Participants indicated 
interest in restoring 

ecological systems and 
exploring renewable 
energy opportunities.

Covered bike parking 
and end-of-trip facilities 
like showers and lockers 

are a priority shared 
by the broad UVic 

community.

Collaboration spaces 
- group study areas 
in particular - were 
preferred by many 

participants.

Participants indicated 
interest in having 

outdoor areas to work 
and study, and access to 

rooftops.

Created by Nithinan Tatah
from the Noun Project

“Covered bike spaces will 
attract people to [the Ring 
Road side] of the building”

“Make sure to keep 
lots of natural light”

“Spaces for group work: more 
club space, technical work 
areas, especially more space for 
machine shop”
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Next Steps
Feedback will be used to inform 
the final design concept for the ECS 
Expansion and High Bay Research and 
Structures Lab. Design development 
will continue throughout 2020, with 
further opportunities to engage in 
March.
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ABOVE: PARTICIPANT LEAVING A COMMENT AT THE OPEN HOUSE IN MCPHERSON LIBRARY
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Appendix

Pop-Up Display Boards
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Open House Boards
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