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TWhen, not If
Finding a degree of hope in the face of
climate change.

MY HEART SANK WHEN I SAW THE STORY FROM THE NEW YORK TIMES’ SCIENCE PAGE.
Experts, the headline stated, were “unnerved” by the latest reports of this
summer’s rapid retreat of sea ice in the Arctic Ocean. The big melt exposed
1.6 million square kilometres of open water above and beyond the average
measurement since 1979, when satellites started gathering Arctic ice data.

I tend to notice when experts are rocked by what they observe in nature and
by what it means for the future. But there was something more about the
story that struck deeper. Permafrost, Polar bears and an ice-packed North-
west Passage are iconic elements of Canadian life. When that entire ecosys-
tem gets so quickly flipped around, when observers begin to speculate about
when, not if, summer shipping lanes might open through the Arctic, it is,
well, unnerving. 

There are different theories about why the floating ice melted this summer
in a way that hasn’t been seen in a century or more. The unexpected speed
with which the retreat occurred is challenging science’s understanding of the
Arctic. It is also providing more support for contentions that civilization’s
greenhouse gasses are primary factors behind it all.

Whatever the cause—or combination of causes—what occurred this sum-
mer in the Arctic is a reminder of the enormous complexity of our climate

system. It can also make a per-
son feel sort of helpless to do
much of anything about it. 

But there are reasons to be
optimistic in the face of cli-
mate change.

Take the story of what hap-
pened when an Environmen-
tal Studies professor and an
Engineering professor started
talking—about their research

interests and about the importance of bring together students from opposite
ends of campus to trade ideas and to see climate change from other perspec-
tives. It worked beautifully and you’ll read about their work in our cover fea-
ture. 

What’s inspiring is that their experiment in interdisciplinary teaching and
research provides, not a solution, but a reminder that ingenuity and creative
thinking still offer a degree of hope for our future.

This issue marks 10 years since I took the helm of the magazine. With each
issue, our contributors have done their best to bring you—in words and pic-
tures—the life and ideas of the university and its alumni. I’m proud of their
efforts. And I’m grateful to you for coming along for the read. T

M I K E  M C N E N E Y  
E D I T O R

t o r c h @ u v i c . c a
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MAILBOX |  LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

O N  A  W R O N G  N O T E
MANY SUPERLATIVES AND LAUDATORY PHRASES IN

Mr. Moyes’ article (Gould'n Year, spring 2007)
attest to the ongoing public fascination and
adulation of Glenn Gould. What Mr. Moyes
fails to do in his article, however, is to give any
indication to the reader why Gould was “...the
most influential Canadian artist in history.”
Even the selected quotes from Gould's biog-
rapher, Kevin Bazzana, give the reader unfa-
miliar with Gould little understanding of
what he represents in the world of Canadian
arts. In a university publication such as the
Torch we really don’t need more “possibly
apocryphal” anecdotes about Gould's eccen-
tricities or lists of objects his “cult followers”
may be trying to collect.

While Gould was an eccentric by most con-
ventional standards, he was above all a pianist
of unquestioned status; his recordings of the
Bach Goldberg Variations are still considered among the most
influential—if controversial—recordings of that great opus. A
look at his status as an intellectual pianist would have been
much more informative and interesting. 

R .  B R U C E  D U T T O N ,  B A  ’ 6 9
V I C T O R I A

G O U L D ’ S  S N E E Z E
YOUR ARTICLE INCLUDES AN ANECDOTE ABOUT THE HYPOCHONDRIAC

Gould fearing germs from a sneeze over the phone. The anec-
dote is not “apocryphal,” as you put it, but entirely and
inspiredly fictional. It originated in a blackout sketch in a
Toronto stage revue of the 1950s, whose two characters repre-
sented Gould and a flu-bitten caller, Van Cliburn. 

J O H N  B E C K W I T H ,  V I C T O R I A  C O L L E G E  ’ 4 5 ,  H O N .  D M U S  ’ 9 9
T O R O N T O

N O T  R E C Y C L E D  E N O U G H
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SPRING 2007 EDITION. I WAS GRATEFUL TO READ

the editor’s section where it is stated that the magazine now
contains 30 per cent recycled material. Based on the calcula-
tions listed this means that you now only use over 90 trees, over
34,000 litres of water, and more than 6,600 kg of greenhouse
gases in producing one single issue. This is in my opinion a vast
amount of resources. Please stop delivering your magazine to
me. I would like to keep in touch via the web.

T O D D  T U R I K ,  B A  ’ 9 0
V I C T O R I A

Current and past editions of the magazine can be viewed online
at uvic.ca/torch — Ed. 

D A N C I N G  F R O S H  S T E P
F O R WA R D
THE CENTENNIAL YEAR PHOTO FEATURED IN

the Spring 2007 edition (“Dance, Frosh!”,
see photo below) pictures six frosh stu-
dents in a chorus line. Although this
photo was likely chosen for its comic
appeal it should be recognized that one
of these students went on to dance with
the Joffrey ballet. Another became the
understudy for Sammy Davis Jr. during a
20-year Las Vegas stage show run that
saw our frosh filling in for Sammy three
of seven nights of the week. I am the
wingman on the far right of the photo
and further success in “the business” has
eluded me. 

The remaining three dancers ultimately
found fame and fortune as “boom
chukalukula” girls backing the Tina Turn-

er comeback in 1983. Sadly one of them broke one of his (her?)
heels during a particularly stirring rendition of “Proud Mary” at
the Seven Cedars Casino in Sequim, suffered a compound frac-
ture of the distal tibia/fibula and had to be put down. 

I may be a little fuzzy on the details but I think that's what
happened to the six of us.

I suppose the other “for sure” is that neither the beanie nor the
dance were voluntary activities. When my adult son saw the
photo he asked, “Why did you do it?” Suffice to say the times
were different. Not better or worse, but different and I was
happy to be part of it all back then while the earth was still cool-
ing. Thanks for the little shot of nostalgia.

D AV I D  N AY S M I T H ,  B S C  ’ 7 1
V I C T O R I A

I’M THE GUY SECOND

from the right,
wearing the dark
large-check shirt. It
was a great band, by
the way, with lots of
volume. I left in
1970 for University
of Calgary med
school. Now I’m a
pediatrician, prac-
ticing in Stratford,
ON. I became a
Baha’i in ’77, mar-
ried in ’80 and have three grown children. I have often returned
to Victoria to see family and during my last trip I was up to
UVic—so many changes.

P H I L  S Q U I R E S
S T R AT F O R D ,  O N

M E M O R I E S  O F  M O S S  R O C K
YOUR LAST ISSUE INCLUDED SOME MEMORIES OF MOSS ROCK (“TEXTURES

of Time”); these are some of mine. I started at Sir James Douglas
School in 1930 in the building where the community centre is
now housed. Moss Rock became our playground. In 1939 when
Queen Elizabeth and King George visited Victoria we all went >>

HAVE YOUR SAY
The Torch encourages reader mail. Send thoughts, ideas,
questions or get-it-off-yer-chest rants to torch@uvic.ca.
There’s always the tried and true stamp and envelope
method, too:
Editor, UVic Torch Alumni Magazine
PO Box 3060, STN CSC
Victoria, BC  V8W 3R4

http://www.torch.uvic.ca
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RINGSIDE |  NEWS FROM CAMPUS

up to Moss Rock to watch them sail from Ogden Point for Van-
couver. And when I introduced by fiancé Donald Davey Wilson
to my parents in 1948 we climbed to the top of Moss Rock. Don
and I just celebrated our 57th anniversary on the 10th of June.

F R A N C E S  P.  W I L S O N ( N É E  N I C K E R S O N ) ,  V I C T O R I A  C O L L E G E  ‘ 4 1
V I C T O R I A

I ENJOYED THERESA KISHKAN’S EVOCATIVE SKETCH OF FAIRFIELD FROM

her childhood memories, maps and dreams. I came to Victoria
to the university at the age of 17 while the campus and sur-
rounds still had a semi-rural feeling. I explored an overgrown
water tower in Finnerty Road and a derelict mansion in Rock-
land Ave., relished the view of Mount Baker on clear winter days
and walked under the trees in Mount Douglas Park in the sun
and mist. Although I have made my life in Australia for over 25
years I too revisit these places in my dreams.

D E L  S M I T H ,  B S C  ‘ 7 0
E A S T  H AW T H O R N ,  A U S T R A L I A

P O E M  F O R  T H E  C L A S S  O F  ’ 0 7
I’VE ENJOYED READING MY MOM’S COPIES OF THE TORCH IN THE MAIL AND

now that I have graduated I’m excited to look forward to my
own copy. In the spirit of celebration for all alumni, I would like
to share a poem of mine with you. Through my poem, I hope to
give my best wishes to the Class of 2007, to thank UVic, and to

celebrate our UVic community. It’s meant as a tribute to every-
one, not just my UVic experience, and I hope when readers read
my poem, they can relate to it as capturing their overall celebra-
tion at UVic. 

Thank you UVic
Today,
We convocate.
We show the world what we can do.
We celebrate how UVic has helped us to

“U”nleash our potential,
“V”ault us into the essential,
“I”gnite our passion,
“C”ultivate our compassion.

We’re set to spread our wings,
Soar to new heights, beyond the Ring,
Chase our dreams, the dream to dare,
Live the pulse that beats everywhere.

Be the UVic bunny,
Leap for it!

Y I C H U A N  WA N G ,  B S C  ’ 0 7
VA N C O U V E R



OUR STUDENTS RETURNED TO CLASSES THIS FALL WITH EXCEPTIONAL

energy, an eagerness to learn and a desire to grow intellectually.
The start of the academic year is always a special time, one with
which we can all identify. The season signals the arrival of new
learning opportunities, it presents new ideas to be debated and
discussed with faculty members and fellow students, and it
brings friendships—new and renewed—that can last a lifetime.
Across campus, in classrooms and laboratories, students set
about the work of developing their capacities for critical think-
ing, good judgment and effective communication. 

Yet while campus becomes the centre of university life in Sep-
tember, it’s also the departure point into an ever-widening set
of experiential opportunities that are available to today’s stu-
dents. That’s because at no other time in our history has the
breadth of our students’ civic engagement through the learning
process been as deep or as far-reaching.

Through co-operative education, practica, internships, ser-
vice learning, clinical programs, performance, field work and
international study exchanges, we see our students constantly
looking outward and welcoming the sorts of real-life opportuni-
ties that widen their perspectives. 

For example, students enrolled in our Co-operative Education
program now have access to work-term postings in more than 30
countries, gaining relevant career experience and developing their
abilities to see the world from the perspectives of other cultures. 

Many of our students choose to study abroad and we have
partnership agreements with institutions in many countries,
including China, Australia and France. As well, our university
welcomes about 1,700 international students who bring an
important and unique dimension to the learning experience.

Why is this becoming an increasingly important priority for
the University of Victoria? It is because our community of
teachers and learners recognizes that an engaged individual is a
productive individual. We believe that an education that
extends beyond the boundaries of our campus is an education

that can make an even greater contribution to society. 
It’s an approach that has been evolving at the University of

Victoria from its earliest days, rooted in the strong attributes of
a liberal education that was so fundamental to the work of our
forerunner institutions and that continues at the core of our
mission, along with our growing research activities and the
enrichment that they offer to our learning environment.

One such example in this issue of the magazine is the work of
our professors and students in response to climate change. You
will read about one of our graduate student and the leadership
he has brought to the “Common Energy” group of students, fac-

ulty, staff and alumni who are working to help the university
become a leader in response to challenges of the climate crisis.
As well, you’ll see how teachers and researchers in the Faculty of
Engineering and the Faculty of Social Sciences are adopting
innovative teaching methods that bring together students from
diverse disciplines and create opportunities for them to learn
together, side by side.

The stories in these pages illustrate the point that every day at
the University of Victoria—and in many, many centres around
the globe—our students and faculty are engaged in the most
important issues facing our world. T
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An education that extends
beyond the boundaries of our
campus is an education that 

can make an even greater
contribution to society.

An Engaging
Atmosphere
B Y  D AV I D  H .  T U R P I N
P R E S I D E N T  A N D  V I C E - C H A N C E L L O R
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BEST LIGHT

Bookstore Blue
Physics major Kai Fuglem used three exposures, at different shutter speeds, for his surreal

capture of the campus bookstore. The picture was featured originally on the UVic Flickr page

(flickr.com/groups/uvic).

http://www.flickr.com/groups/uvic
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CAMPUS | COMMUNITY NEWS
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UNIVERSITY ASTRONOMERS CONDUCTING SOME GALACTIC DETECTIVE

work may have found evidence that dark matter—thought to
form about 90 per cent of the universe—may not behave quite
the way generally accepted theories predict.

Andisheh Mahdavi, a research associate with a group includ-
ing Prof. Arif Babul reported their findings in the October Astro-
physical Journal. They based their conclusions on observations
of what they term a “cosmic train wreck” involving three large
galaxies that collided to form a massive cluster called Abell 520,
about three billion light years from earth. 

The puzzle lies at the centre of the wreckage where the UVic
investigators say they’ve detected dark matter and hot gas, with
the galaxies sent to the outer edge of the cluster. That’s not
something that’s been observed before and is not predicted by

standard theories. Dark matter and stars would normally move
together, and not be separated, in galaxy collisions.

In the accompanying image, Abell 520’s centre is filled with
hot gas (red) and dark matter (blue) but empty of bright galaxies
(yellow and orange).

Further, perhaps more conclusive observations involving the
Hubble Space Telescope, are planned for next year. Those
results are being awaited by others in the field who were natu-
rally skeptical about the initial findings.

“That’s the way science works,” says Babul. “It’s the task of
each one of us to be bold but cautious. It’s the responsibility of
the scientific community to resist (new theories) until the evi-
dence mounts sufficiently to overwhelm every opposing idea. It
can take at least a decade.”

Dark Matter Redefined?
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BOB WRIGHT, FOUNDER OF THE VICTORIA-BASED OAK BAY MARINE

Group of sports-fishing businesses, has donated $11 million to
support the university’s new global centre of excellence in ocean,
earth and atmospheric sciences. A portion of the donation, $1
million, will fund scholarships.

Announced on the first day of summer, the gift amount is
unprecedented in the university’s history. 

Wright’s support grew out of a concern about global climate
change, its potential impacts, and contradictory opinions about
the issue. “I have made my living from the ocean. I live on the
ocean, I work on the ocean, and my business interests are on the
ocean,” Wright told the Globe and Mail. “As a gumboot fisherman
with very limited educational background, I thought what the
hell is really going on here?”

Wright also made the donation on behalf of his company’s
“crew” of employees, many of
whom are UVic alumni. “I have
had many UVic graduates and
students work with the (compa-
ny) over the years and I’ve always
valued the education they
received there,” he said. “The
scholarship fund will help more
students experience a UVic edu-
cation.”

Wright quit school in Grade 10
and moved to Victoria from the
Prairies, establishing the Oak Bay
Marine Group in 1962. The com-
pany operates resorts, marinas

and attractions in BC, the US and the Bahamas and has more
than 1,000 employees.

President David Turpin initially suggested, during a lunch
meeting at Wright’s Marina Restaurant, that Wright consider a
donation of $10 million. A few weeks later the president’s phone
rang. “He said 'Dave, I'd like to help but I'm not going to give you
$10 million,’” Turpin recalled at the donation announcement.
“He went on to say 'What I am willing to do is, I’m willing to give
you $11 million—$10 million for the building and $1 million for
scholarships."

The new building, due for completion next year, is situated
behind the Elliott Building and will bring together earth and
oceans faculty currently dispersed across seven campus build-
ings. It will also house federal scientists from the Canadian Cen-
tre for Climate Modelling and Analysis.

The synergy created by having
everyone under one roof will
make a “tremendous difference,”
according to Faculty of Science
Dean Tom Pederson.

The building has a project bud-
get of $66.6 million, with over 12
thousand gross square metres of
lecture space, labs, offices, meet-
ing rooms and food services.

It is among four buildings cur-
rently under construction on
campus. The Torch is planning
full coverage of all of the buildings
once they’re complete next year.

The new ocean, earth and atmospheric
sciences building will be ready for
occupancy next September.

A Tyee-sized
Donation
Self-described “gumboot” fisherman
Bob Wright injects $11 million into
climate research and scholarships.
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Art, with Local Flair

Gore Talks Climate
What started with a simple e-mail ended with U.S. politician-turned-

climate activist Al Gore speaking to a packed house of 600 in the Victoria

Conference Centre ballroom on Sept. 29. Credit the determination of the

three undergrads who made it happen—Jeff Jacobsen, Stefan Krepiake-

ich and Justin Yorke (left to right in the photo, with Gore)—who con-

vinced the former US vice-president to add Victoria to his speaking tour.

A simulcast of Gore’s talk was provided in the centre’s downstairs the-

atre where seats were sold at a reduced rate to students. In an unan-

nounced pre-talk visit to the crowd of about 400, Gore urged students to

be “even more active” on climate change. “It is the defining crisis of our

time and the greatest opportunity to get our act together, globally—and

we’re going to do it.” 

What is it all about? It’s the new Legacy Art

Gallery and Café, made possible by the bequest

of an extensive personal art collection and prop-

erty holdings from the estate of Michael

Williams. The gallery is run by UVic and Heritage

Properties, the firm that manages much of the

property from the estate.

What’s it show? The opening exhibit features

the works of many of the Old Town artists who

were encouraged and supported by Williams,

starting in the ’70s when he became involved in

heritage restoration and developed a taste for

fine contemporary art.

Where is it located? Right in downtown Victo-

ria, at the corner of Yates and Broad. 

When is it open? Check it out any time between

10 in the morning and 5:30 at night, Wednesday

through Sunday. The space is available for pri-

vate functions.

What’s the admission? Free.

What’s on the menu? Have yourself a panini or

other such fare. There’s a small gift shop, too.

China Connects
A FORMAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE UNIVERSITY AND THE

China Scholarship Council means that some of the
top graduate students from that country will be
coming to Victoria to complete their doctoral stud-
ies. The agreement is only the second of its kind
between a Canadian university and the council,
which is part of the Chinese ministry of education. 

“It will provide further opportunities to interna-
tionalize our campus by allowing some of the best
students in China to come to work together with stu-
dents and faculty here,” says President David Turpin,
who co-signed the agreement with Zhang Xiuquin,
secretary general of the scholarship council.

The groundwork for the agreement was laid last
year during a visit to China by Mechanical Engi-
neering Prof. Zuomin Dong and Jim Anglin, associ-
ate vice-president, academic and student affairs.
China’s rising investment in education will see the
country sending 5,000 of its top graduate students
to foreign universities annually.
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A GOOGLER GOOGLING “JACK HODGINS” WOULD REASONABLY EXPECT

dozens of returns for web pages about the accomplished novelist
and retired Department of Writing professor. Not so fast. Inching
closer in web search popularity is the fictional “Dr. Jack Hodgins,”
a supporting character in Fox Television’s procedural crime drama,
Bones.

The connection is via Hart Hanson, the show’s creator and
executive producer. A former Victoria resident (he spent a year at
UVic), Hanson met Hodgins at a reading in Toronto in 1980. It
was the beginning of a best friendship. “I had a copy of Spit
Delaney’s Island, very battered, and asked Jack to sign it,” Hanson
says from his studio offices in Los Angeles. “I think the Cowichan
sweater clued him in that I was from his part of the country.”

For Hodgins, whose novels and short stories hold a mirror to
the lives and ways of Vancouver Islanders, sharing names with a
fictional character is an ironic, amusing experience: “I suppose
you could say it serves me right.”

But it has also offered an inside look at the “magician’s world”
of network television production. Hodgins has visited the
soundstage, talked shop with the “building full of writers” who
work on the show, and met TJ Thyne, the 32-year-old actor who
plays his namesake.

In a discussion with the novelist Gail Anderson, BFA ’99, on
her web site, Hodgins recalled the way the clerk at a Victoria
hardware store, after handing him back his Visa card, asked
whether he knew about the TV character with the same name.
“After I’d explained the situation, she almost fainted when I told
her I’d met the actor and that he was a great guy.”

Hanson’s TV work has also included the 1990s Canadian series
Traders as well as US network shows like Judging Amy. Adding
touches of Canadiana to his scripts is his way of “waving to
Canadians.” 

As for any similarities between the real and fictional Hodgins,
Hanson says there are fewer than he first imagined but some
traits remain. “My intention was to hijack a number of Jack’s
characteristics for the part—purely for the joy of ragging on my
old friend,” says Hanson. “However, once you have an actor, the
character changes. I do think that sometimes I (write) things
Jack would like to say but is too gentlemanly to utter.”

Bones is based on the work of forensic anthropologist and best-
selling novelist Kathy Reichs. It airs on Tuesday nights and enjoys a
combined US and Canadian audience of about 14 million view-
ers—most of whom probably don’t realize they’re getting a weekly
dose of mildly subversive Can-con.

The real Jack Hodgins (left) and actor TJ Thyne, who
portrays Dr. Jack Hodgins on the Fox crime drama, Bones. 

The Invention of Jack Hodgins
Or, how the novelist has found himself sharing his name 
with a popular US network TV character.



Kids and war: Three faculty members from

the School of Child and Youth Care this sum-

mer joined Romeo Dallaire’s mission to eradi-

cate the use of child soldiers in Africa. Profes-

sors Sibylle Artz and Marie Hoskins together

with Philip Lancaster, adjunct professor and

military assistant to Dallaire during the Rwan-

dan genocide, were at the Kofi Annan Interna-

tional Peacekeeping Training Centre in Ghana.

In Africa there are as many as 300,000 children

in more than 30 countries serving as soldiers,

human mine detectors, porters, spies and

messengers in suicide missions. “The school’s

practical experiences with youth violence,

gangs and the aftermath of war make this ini-

tiative a natural fit,” says Artz. A Canadian sen-

ator and retired general, Dallaire, received an

honorary degree from UVic in 2005.

RSC honours two: Philosophy Prof. Eike-

Henner Kluge, a leader in medical ethics, has

been awarded for his contributions to the

field with the Abbyann D. Lynch Medal in

Bioethics from the RSC: the Academies of

Arts, Humanities and Sciences of Canada.

Kluge was the first expert witness in medical

ethics to be recognized by the Canadian

court system. His current focus is on the ethi-

cal issues surrounding electronic health

records, informed consent in medical

research, and questions about ownership and

of genetic material and human tissue.

Regarded as the leading Aboriginal legal aca-

demic in Canada, Prof. John Borrows has

been named a fellow of the RSC. He holds the

Law Foundation Chair in Aboriginal Justice

and his scholarly work is widely cited in

courts and classrooms. Borrows is also a past

recipient of the National Aboriginal Achieve-

ment Award. The RSC, founded in 1885, is the

country’s oldest and most prestigious acade-

mic organization.

Assisting CanAssist: The BC government has

given $750,000 to the campus organization

dedicated to improving the quality of life of

people with special needs. CanAssist (former-

ly known as the University of Victoria Assistive

Technology Team), began in 1999 and has

grown considerably under the leadership of

founder Nigel Livingston, a biology profes-

sor who has a daughter with a disability. Since

its inception, the students, staff, faculty and

community volunteers associated with

CanAssist have worked on more than 140

projects that address communication, mobili-

ty, motion, and human-computer interaction

issues. Usually the resulting products are

given to clients free of charge.

Digital dissertations: A project led by the

McPherson Library and the Faculty of Gradu-

ate Studies makes it possible to submit digital

copies of dissertations and theses for posting

on the web. Alumni with master’s or doctoral

degrees can have their research added to

“UVicDSpace” by their granting permission to

do so. Additional information is online by

going to the UVic Libraries Gateway home

page at gateway.uvic.ca and selecting the

“Digital Initiatives” tab. 

A place in space: An asteroid 416 million km

from earth has been officially named

“(150145) UVic” by its discoverer, Department

of Physics and Astronomy research associate

Dave Balam. He named the object in tribute

to his colleagues in the department. UVic’s

asteroid is about 3.5 km long and orbits the

sun, between Mars and Jupiter. First spotted

in 1996, it took 11 years to confirm its orbit

and register the name with the Minor Planet

Center at the Harvard-Smithsonian Center for

Astrophysics.

Honours for Shields: The top honour from the

Canadian basketball community went to Ken

Shields this summer when he was named the

2007 recipient of the James Naismith Award

from Canada Basketball. Past recipients

include Steve Nash. Shields coached the Vikes

to seven consecutive national titles between

1980 and 1986.

UVic’s own asteroid.
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See the Trees
THE CENTRE FOR FOREST BIOLOGY HAS COMPILED A SELF-GUIDED

walking tour of campus. The route passes 40 different
species and can take an hour or two to complete. Near the
Cornett Building, in the Quadrangle, are two “Finnerty
Apple” trees, remnants of the farm and orchard that the
pioneering Finnerty family started in the 1870s. The map is
available online at web.uvic.ca/forbiol/news/Treewalk.pdf.

Clubs Days—the big two-day sign-up spree at the SUB—
included Juggling Club regulars Mark Weston, MSc ’03,
and Bekka Rose. Weston is a grad student and Rose is in
her fourth year of Germanic Studies. They’re among 20 or
so jugglers who gather twice a week to practice their
feats of dexterity..
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http://www.web.uvic.ca/forbiol/news/Treewalk.pdf
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THE UVIC-LED NEPTUNE PROJECT, PROMISING AN UNPARALLELED

window on the Pacific Ocean, took a huge step forward this
summer when installation of 800 km of powered fibre-optic
cable began at Port Alberni. 

Extending westward along the ocean floor, to depths of up to
2,650 m, the cable will form the backbone of the world’s first
regional cabled ocean observatory, simultaneously delivering
power to scientific gear and relaying the data they collect back
to shore and the Internet. 

More than 200 oceanographic instruments and sensors, video
cameras, a 400-m vertical ocean data profiler, and a remotely
operated vehicle are planned, with five large undersea nodes for
power distribution. Much of the equipment is being designed
specifically for NEPTUNE’s purposes and will be tested for the
first time in the harsh conditions of the Pacific.

NEPTUNE will enable researchers to better analyse the deep-
ocean, including climate, earthquakes, tsunamis, deep-sea vol-
canoes, seabed chemistry and geology, and marine life.

On Aug. 23 in Port Alberni, the Alcatel-Lucent cable installa-
tion vessel Ile de Sein, after hauling the cable from France, fed
the land connection to shore where a crowd of several hundred
residents watched. A line of buoys held the cable above the
ocean floor as divers guided it and it was hauled to the beach.
The ship then proceeded down Alberni Inlet and out to the
open ocean. 

“From Barkley Sound the Ile de Seine began to bury the cable
to an average of one-metre depth, using a huge 30-tonne
plough that pushes the sediment apart, inserts the cable, with
the sediment closing in behind,” says NEPTUNE director Chris
Barnes. “The plough became entangled with the cable on a cou-

ple of occasions, severing the cable, and requiring a cable splice
and re-lay. Progress was much simpler and faster in depths over
1,500 m when ploughing isn’t necessary.”

By mid-October, installation of the cable, repeaters, branching
units and spur cables that lead to the node sites was about three-
quarters done, with completion expected by the end of the month.
Next year, nodes and instruments will be added and tested before
the system goes online. T

> neptunecanada.ca
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Undersea Cable Vision 
Installation begins for the NEPTUNE ocean science observatory.

August saw NEPTUNE’s installation commence at Port Alberni, landing site
for the project’s electro-optic cable network. Top: A close-up of the cable
that will form the backbone of the NEPTUNE observatory, with the Ile de
Seine in the background. Inset: An illustration of one of the five 6.5-tonne
nodes that will distribute and regulate system power. Bottom: The cable
will extend along the northern section of the Juan de Fuca tectonic plate.

http://www.neptunecanada.ca
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MURRAY FARMER, THIS YEAR’S RECIPIENT OF

the UVic Alumni Association’s Distin-
guished Alumni Award for Lifetime
Achievement, admits feeling a bit
embarrassed by it all. “It’s something I
never thought I would be chosen for,”
says Farmer, BA ’68. “But I take it as
recognition of my volunteer work, and
so I accept it on behalf of so many,
thousands, of people who volunteer for
different things in Greater Victoria.”

Farmer will be recognized at the UVic
Legacy Awards in November when Dis-
tinguished Alumni Awards and Alumni
Awards for Excellence in Teaching will
be presented along with inductions into
the UVic Sports Hall of Fame.

Farmer says UVic taught him how to
think critically, a skill that helped him
rise to national prominence in the con-
struction industry. It’s a learning path he would encourage
young people to consider today, even if they plan on entering
the building trades. “Any industry needs well-rounded people,”
he says, “and for me the personal development that I got from
university was hugely important.”

Farmer, who chairs the UVic Board of Governors, has in recent
years become an avid horseman and partner in a Central
Saanich equestrian centre that introduces young people to rid-

ing and its responsibilities. His family’s
business endeavours include Farmer
Construction and Accent Inns. 

Also being honoured are mutual fund
industry leader Jim Hunter, BA ’74, who
will receive a Distinguished Alumni
Award and Michaela Tokarski, MBA ’01,
Distinguished Young Alumni honoree. 

Hunter, a former Vikes basketball team
member, is the CEO of NexGen Finan-
cial in Toronto, after previous leadership
roles at Mackenzie Financial and
Deloitte Haskins & Sells accounting. 

“In truth, I came to UVic to play bas-
ketball,” Hunter says, “when I left my
views of the world and my ambitions
were far broader.”

Tokarski is the vice-president of mar-
keting for MODASolutions of Ottawa,
an e-commerce software firm. She was

also a co-founder of Coastal Contacts, the successful online
retailer of contact lenses. 

“The curriculum and the entrepreneurship option provided a
deeper dive into the dynamics of start-up companies,” says
Tokarski. “Professors and classmates had this incredible wealth
of life experience and I’m truly thankful to them for sharing
their experiences.”

One for the Volunteers
Distinguished Alumni Award recipient and community leader 
Murray Farmer accepts lifetime achievement recognition on 
behalf of “thousands” of local volunteers.

ALUMNI AWARDS FOR
EXCELLENCE IN TEACHING 

Political Science Prof. Michael Webb and Law

Prof. Glenn Gallins—who both inspire stu-

dents by creating opportunities to learn by

doing—are the recipients of the Alumni

Awards for Excellence in Teaching.

Webb, winner of the “Harry Hickman

Award” (the category designated for regular

faculty members), emphasizes experiential

learning, particularly in his guidance of the

Model United Nations Club. 

Gallins receives the Gilian Sherwin Award

(for instructors) for his long-standing leader-

ship of law students who gain skills by repre-

senting clients of the Law Centre Clinical Legal

Education Program in downtown Victoria.

UVIC SPORTS HALL OF FAME

Gary Dukelow, MPA ’93, was a two-time

Vikes rugby MVP (in 1978 and ’80) and he was

a member of the Canadian team that earned

a quarter-final berth in the 1991 World Cup,

Canada’s best finish at the tournament. He

earned 14 international caps and served as

general manager of the national team.

Cross country and track star Robyn

Meagher, MEd ’06, earned a silver medal at

the 1994 Victoria Commonwealth Games in

the 3,000 metres—a highlight of a career that

included two appearances at the Olympics

and two Canadian university championships

during her Vikes career (1985-90).

Deb Whitten, MEd ’02, goalie for the Vikes

women’s field hockey squad from 1985-91,

was part of two national (CIAU) champi-

onships and four Canada West conference

gold medals. She was captain of the Canadian

national team from 1993-95 and helped

Canada to a silver medal at the 1991 Pan-Am

Games. T

The Legacy Awards celebration, presented by the Uni-

versity of Victoria, is on Nov. 20 at the Victoria Confer-

ence Centre.

2007 Distinguished Alumni Award recipient
for Lifetime achievement, Murray Farmer. 
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Fran Hunt-Jinnouchi’s grandfather was her first teacher. He shaped her perspective on the
world and recognized her gifts. On the water, along the beaches and in the big house of the
Quatsino people of northern Vancouver Island, she watched him fish, listened to his life
stories and learned the Kwak’wala language. He nick-named her “Jsianu” and told her that
one day she would speak for their people. It was a “beautiful, idyllic situation” for the first 12
years of her life in the isolated village of Old Quatsino. Now, in her new job of linking the
University of Victoria and Indigenous communities, she often revisits those shores—in
memory, and in regular trips back to the places and people of her upbringing. >>
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l Knowledge
Fran Hunt-Jinnouchi’s life-long education makes her the ideal point-person
between the university, Indigenous learners and their communities.

B Y  M I K E  M C N E N E Y
P H O T O G R A P H Y  B Y  J O - A N N  R I C H A R D S
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“MY GRANDFATHER HAD A VERY FOCUSED APPROACH TO EVERYTHING HE

did. He always linked what he was doing to a story or something
that he had seen,” Hunt-Jinnouchi recalls over coffee and con-
versation in her office in the Sedgewick Building. 

“This one time there was this old silver tub and I filled it with
rocks and seaweed and things I had found on the beach. I put
some crabs in and I brought it to him. I was very excited because
I thought I had set it up beautifully. My grandfather said, ‘Only for
a day. Only for a day. Without freedom they will die.’ I remember
doing dishes years later and hearing Barbara Frum (on CBC
radio) talking about Oka. And that story came (to me). Because it
was all about containment. And there was this sense that as a

people we were forced to be contained. It’s those types of things
and the way that he taught me. They didn’t quite resonate with
me as a child but they’ve tended to come forward later.”

BY 1972 THE VILLAGE POPULATION OF OLD QUATSINO HAD DWINDLED TO

the point where it wasn’t feasible to stay. Hunt-Jinnouchi’s fami-
ly members were the last to leave, joining others from her com-
munity near Quatsino and, in the summertime, the fishing and
hunting territories of Winter Harbour. But the community bonds
of the traditional way of life had already begun to decay. There
had been a lot of bad car wrecks on the road to Port Hardy. And,
at 12, she was hearing the older people talk about and mourn all
of the suicides. “I didn’t even know what suicide was.” She loved
the one-room school in Quatsino but in Grade 8, after her family
moved to the Port Hardy area, she dropped out of school. “It was
just not for me.” Her parents, who had been through residential
schooling, accepted her decision without question. 

“I didn’t return to the school system until I was 27 years old. I
spent a year upgrading. I just knew that I wanted to build on my
skills that would be helpful in my community. I guess the natural
connection was to move forward into social work.”

No one had encouraged her to put her talents to use and to
consider post-secondary education until she met her husband,
Marc Jinnouchi, in Port Hardy when he was doing a practicum
for his criminology degree from Simon Fraser University. 

He persuaded her to finish her high school prerequisites for
the UVic School of Social Work. She chose the program because,
except for three weeks on campus at the outset, she could com-
plete her studies via distance education. By that time she was
bringing up a family and had started a successful boat rental and
kayaking business specializing in native cultural tours through
Quatsino Sound. “So I cannot emphasize enough the need for
relevant Aboriginal (educational) programs—online, distance
hybrid models… what can we do at the community level?”

After completing her BSW in 1994, she earned her master’s in
adult education from St. Francis Xavier. She was the first First
Nations person elected to the Port Hardy school board. She
worked for seven years with the Saanich Indian School Board as
director of its adult education centre. And she is a former chief
of the 300-member Quatsino First Nation, an experience that
“was like a PhD in one year. It gave me a different lens for look-
ing at my community and looking outward at the multiplicity of
tasks that are required and the need to build capacity to be able
to deal with the onslaught of what has been thrown at us. From
environment to economic development to social issues to
health issues that are just rampant with diabetes. And yet within
there is so much strength.”

Name: Fran Hunt-Jinnouchi

People: Quatsino First Nation of northern Vancouver Island

UVic degree: Bachelor of Social Work, 1994

Job: UVic Indigenous Affairs Director

What she does: In a matter of months, Hunt-Jinnouchi’s influence is
already being felt in Aboriginal communities and on campus. She’s
helped initiate a new program matching UVic Nursing students with
members of the local Tsawout First Nation. Twelve students and 12
band members are collaborating on health awareness projects. The
students will also spend two days in the band’s long house to learn
from elders and to get a full community perspective on health issues.

Key quote: “There’s equal knowledge, just different ways of learning.
The idea (for the healthcare collaboration) came from the communi-
ty. My job has been just to provide the links.”
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Late last year, UVic was advertising for applica-
tions for the newly created post of “Indigenous
Affairs Director.” Fran Hunt-Jinnouchi’s life in
education was about to take another turn.

“To be honest, I was quite apprehensive
because I wasn’t sure where the university was in
terms of truly wanting to build relationships (with
Aboriginal communities),” she recalls. “We need reci-
procal relationships, not one-way relationships, because
basically that’s where we’ve been in the past. I was also very can-
did when I went through my interview process that if this posi-
tion is intended as a token position and we’re not really ready to
respond to the needs and work with communities then I’m the
wrong person.”

About eight months into the job, she’s thrown herself into it
with an infectious keenness and energy. She speaks of the full
support she’s received from President David Turpin. She’s held all
kinds of meetings and planning sessions on campus and in com-
munities across the province. “There are capacity needs within
all sectors of Aboriginal communities, especially as we move
towards post-treaty. There’s band administration, they’re running
their own health offices, land management, economic develop-
ment…it’s really limitless, so we need to respond to that.”

Already, Hunt-Jinnouchi has a focused list of priorities, like the
need for a point-of-contact person on campus that Aboriginal
students and members of their communities can go to first
when they come to campus. There’s a need for a stronger elder
presence on campus. In September, her office led an orientation
and full week of welcoming events were organized for Aboriginal
students. There are discussions about introducing summer
math, science and computer camps and after school programs,
as well as a summer orientation program for students in adult
education programs (since the median age of Aboriginal stu-
dents entering university is 30).

WHEN THE INTERVIEW ENDS, FRAN HUNT-JINNOUCHI

will make a phone call to see how the fishing is
going up-Island. It’s been a dismal year for the
sockeye runs but she’ll be making the six-hour
drive north to spend the weekend at home to

“smoke fish, can fish, and freeze fish.” She talks
about how she would love to be kayaking and she

remembers the visitors who would come from
Europe for her paddle tours of Quatsino Sound.

“We would end every night with the Talking Feather and you
would hear comments like, ‘Now I understand why the land is so
important.’ It was that experiential learning that made a differ-
ence. So here, it’s certainly applicable. By bringing faculty and staff
to the community, that’s where that transformation will come
about. Yes, I’m working for the university but I’m here because I’m
working for the community. I have my feet in both worlds.” T

“There are capacity needs within
all sectors of Aboriginal communi-
ties, especially as we move towards
post-treaty… it’s really limitless, so

we need to respond to that.

"New Beginnings" by the Coast Salish artist
Charles Elliott, from a drum designed for
the Office of Indigenous Affairs.
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Global climate change is inspiring some creative meetings of the minds.

Professors Kara Shaw and Peter Wild, with graduate student Jamie Biggar, 

evaluate the politics, the technology and grassroots responses to the crisis.

B Y  F R A N C E S  B A C K H O U S E
P H O T O G R A P H Y  B Y  J O - A N N  R I C H A R D S
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Environmental Studies Prof. Kara Shaw has long been interest-
ed in the ways contemporary environmental challenges
reshape politics, but she only began focusing on climate change
about a year and half ago. “I spent all this time just desperately
trying to pretend it wasn’t happening,” Shaw admits. A political
theorist by training, she adds that she’s “still on a 90-degree
learning curve.”

That steep ascent started
when she fielded an unex-
pected phone call from the
Institute for Integrated Ener-
gy Systems. IESVic, a
research centre in the Faculty
of Engineering, tries to
advance the use of sustain-
able energy by developing
and promoting new tech-
nologies. “They wanted

someone to bring some social and political context into their
highly technical analysis,” recalls Shaw, a request that piqued her
interest despite her lack of experience in the energy field. “I went
over not knowing anything about energy systems really, but I
found them to be a dynamic and interesting group.” 

Her resulting teaching and research collaborations have con-
vinced her that climate change is fundamentally an energy
problem and that energy is, among other things, a political
problem. It calls for “a new understanding of what parts of our

behaviour are relevant to climate change and then thinking
about what kinds of governance institutions would help us
move that behaviour in the directions we want.” She finds,
though, that traditional political theorists tend to have a narrow
view of what those institutions might be. “I think a lot of the
really important work that is done by the environmental move-
ment gets missed by political scientists, because they’re so
focused on the government and on policy.” 

Working with energy system researchers has also offered her a
new perspective on how the environmental movement regards
energy production. “There’s a kind of rigidity in thinking about
technology within the environmental movement that’s perhaps

As Leonardo DiCaprio’s The 11th Hour hit theatres this fall, the buzz about global climate
change got a whole lot louder. But it’s not just that the volume has been turned up. The very
nature of the public discourse on our climatic future has shifted dramatically over the past 18
months, driven by the convergence of extreme weather events around the world and the
release of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change’s sobering Fourth Assessment
Report last spring. The big question these days is not “What if?” but “What now?” 

The pursuit of solutions to global warming and the examination of its implications cut across
academic disciplines. It’s bringing together researchers, teachers and students from all
corners of the University of Victoria campus. The broad-based response to climate change has
created opportunities for unusual collaborations. Courses have been combined so that
environmentalists and technologists can learn together—and from each other. And a new
climate-focussed grassroots organization has been formed by students, with representation
from faculty, staff and alumni.
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We tend to get very absorbed in
the technical and to be reluctant

to zoom out and look at the
some of the non-technical, 
big-picture issues, such as 

environmental, social, economic
and legal impacts.
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getting in the way of engagement,” she says. She cites the reluc-
tance to discuss environmental impacts of renewable energy
technologies and the opposition, under any circumstances, to
nuclear energy as a viable alternative. “These kinds of refusals
are going to be counterproductive in the long run.”

Green Engineers
Shaw has worked closely with IESVic director and Mechanical
Engineering Prof. Peter Wild since they decided to link Shaw’s
fourth-year energy, ecology and politics course to Wild’s grad-
level course on renewable energy.

The interdisciplinary experiment has been a resounding success. 
“The sessions are always exceptionally lively and there’s

tremendous interplay,” says Wild, PhD ’94. “From the engineer-
ing side, we tend to get very
absorbed in the technical
and to be reluctant to zoom
out and look at the some of
the non-technical, big-pic-
ture issues, such as envi-
ronmental, social, eco-
nomic and legal impacts.
Working with Kara and her
students brings those for-
ward. It gives context.” 

Wild’s grad students also
act as advisors to the Environmental Studies students for their
group projects, helping them find resources and interpret tech-
nical information. At the end of the term, the engineers present
their own course projects to Shaw’s class. “A lot of our grad stu-
dents come to IESVic come because of its reputation,” says
Wild, “but also because of a predisposition toward working in
the energy field and trying to do something (about) climate
change.”

Back in 1977, when he was deciding on an undergraduate pro-
gram, Wild’s interest in solar energy led him into mechanical
engineering. “Since I was very young, I’ve had a strong belief
that we were doing terrible harm to our environment and that
there would one day be serious consequences,” says Wild.
“When I joined UVic and IESVic five years ago and began work-
ing in the field of energy systems, it was an opportunity to apply
my engineering skills to the development of systems that will,
hopefully, reduce the harm that we are inflicting on our envi-
ronment, [including] global warming.”

Wild is part of a team of IESVic members conducting research
on incorporating alternative power sources, such as wind,

wave, tidal and run-of-river hydro, into transmission systems.
“We’re interested in the effects of the integration of ever-
increasing amounts of renewable energy into an electrical grid,”
Wild says. With wind power, for example, “issues start to arise
around how you’re going to manage the fluctuations in the sup-
ply of that renewable resource. So when the wind comes up in a
hurry and you have a sudden peak in generation or when the
wind falls off and you have a sudden drop in generation, what
are the implications for the network?”

The Political Climate
The sort of interdisciplinary approach to climate change that
brought together Shaw’s Environmental Studies class and Wild’s
Mechanical Engineering students is also one of the guiding
principles behind “Common Energy,” a broad-based group that
sprang-up on campus a year ago. 

“There are tons of people out there who are interested (in
addressing the climate change issue) and have expertise and
knowledge and resources that they could contribute,” says
Common Energy organizer Jamie Biggar. “Those people are
mainly stuck asking themselves ‘How many more light bulbs
can I change?’ and ‘Should I buy a Prius?’ and that sort of ques-
tion, all of which is actually kind of de-motivating, because per-
sonal actions seem completely out of whack with the scale of
the challenge.

“The theory we’re working with,” explains Biggar, “is that if
you get those individuals together in networks organized
around common goals—and those common goals involve very
large, powerful institutions like universities—then you can >>

We’re not in a situation where
there’s only one path forward,

but our options are constrained.
The more the population begins
to understand those options and

weighs in on them, the better
the choices will be because peo-
ple will be committed to them.”
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shift them from this kind of despair around the light bulb ques-
tion to a much more optimistic and motivating strategy of
working with other people that care to make a difference.”

Common Energy’s objective is to move the university “beyond
climate neutral. That means both reducing our contributions to

the problem and increasing our contributions to the solution,”
says Biggar, a master’s student in Environmental Studies. 

Common Energy’s main focus has been organizing a series of
events that Biggar describes as a large collaborative planning
process. Last January more than 1,000 people attended a trio of
question-framing lectures presented by faculty members

Andrew Weaver of Earth
and Ocean Sciences,
IESVic’s Ned Djilali and
Shaw. Although founded by
students, Common Energy
is open to the entire uni-
versity community, includ-
ing former students.
“Alumni have such an
incredible wealth of experi-
ence and insight to bring,”

says Biggar. “It would be great to connect with more of them to
work on this.”

Common Energy is an example of Shaw’s contention that the
standard notion of the state as the locus of political power does-
n’t match the reality of how society is rising to the climate
change challenge. Action is coming both from above the state
level, in the form of inter-
national agreements like
the Kyoto Protocol, and
from below. Instead of
waiting for national gov-
ernments to take the lead,
grassroots activists, the pri-
vate sector and municipali-
ties are “trying to solve
problems on the ground,
with the hope of bringing
state support along at
some point in time.” 

Shaw points to the US Conference of Mayors Climate Protec-
tion Agreement as an illustration of how climate change is
reconfiguring political space. Seattle Mayor Greg Nickels
launched the agreement on February 16, 2005, the day the Kyoto
Protocol became law for the 141 countries that had ratified it to
date. His objective was to champion the protocol’s goals through
leadership and action by at least 141 American cities. Two and
half years later, more than 600 cities have signed on.

“Leadership can come from anywhere,” says Shaw, “particu-
larly when you’re facing federal governments that are paralyzed
or actively opposed.” For her, as a political scientist, that’s a
good thing. “The more the people lead this, the better it will be.
We’re not in a situation where there’s only one path forward, but
our options are constrained. The more the population begins to
understand those options and weighs in on them, the better the
choices will be because people will be committed to them.”

As one of the experts who appears in the DiCaprio documen-
tary says, “Not only is it the 11th hour, it’s 11:59.” But rather than
giving up hope, people like Shaw, Wild and Biggar are working
to reset the clock. T

>IESVic: iesvic.uvic.ca/

>Common Energy: commonenergy.org

People are stuck asking
themselves, How many more

light bulbs can I change?, which
is de-motivating. If you get
(them) organized around 

common goals then you can
shift them to a much more opti-
mistic and motivating strategy.
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RESEARCH

Graves Regained



A U T U M N  2 0 0 7   |   U V I C  T O R C H |   27

Straits Salish cairns, centuries old, are the focus of doctoral
research by Darcy Mathews who is surveying native burial
sites from Albert Head to East Sooke Park to determine
the intricate social context of the rock and soil memorials.

B Y  M AT T  J  S I M M O N S
P H O T O G R A P H Y  B Y  J O - A N N  R I C H A R D S

MATHEWS, MA ’06, HAS COLLECTED DATA FROM MORE THAN 700 OF THE ANCIENT BURIAL

sites, probably only a fraction of the actual number, in his exhaustive survey of
cairns in the Metchosin area. In size, cairns range from a metre or so across to
huge monuments, some featuring rocks likely weighing more than a tonne.

The most impressive cairn that Mathews has identified so far is 21 metres long,
near Pedder Bay. Its amount of soil and rock is equivalent to roughly 18 dump
truck loads. “The pre-contact Straits Salish would have moved (the material)
with baskets, digging sticks and sheer strength,” says Mathews. “I think this
speaks volumes about the significance of these burials. These were likely monu-
ments for the living as well as a means of commemorating the dead.” 

The Department of National Defence property at Rocky Point is the largest
known site with 333 burial cairns and mounds in a three-hectare area.

While earlier researchers excavated cairn sites, Mathews does not disturb
them. Instead he relies on the exterior features (dimensions, shapes, rock types,
sizes and locations) for clues about how cairns were used to communicate the
social status of the individuals buried underneath. 

“My research is an analysis of how the cairns were made, combined with a spa-
tial investigation of how there were placed on the landscape, and their implica-
tions for social networks and concepts of identity,” Mathews says. “Cairns might
have been a statement of centrality and a focal point for one or more communi-
ties or (they may have been) markers defining social peripheries or boundaries
that may have been contested. 

“Once patterns in cairn construction are identified, I look at how these cairns
are arranged on the landscape. Certain types of cairns are only built in certain
parts of a site. At Rocky Point there is a definite spatial segregation with seven >>

They are the nearly forgotten graveyards of Greater Victoria—collections of stone
and earth burial cairns that, as tributes to the dead, also reveal insights into the
social hierarchies of the First Nations people who constructed them during a period
1,000 to 1,500 thousand years ago. Anthropology PhD student Darcy Mathews is
conducting the first detailed investigation into the cairns of Victoria since
archaeologist Harlan Smith and the Jesup North Pacific Expedition of 1897-99. 



28 |   U V I C  T O R C H |   A U T U M N  2 0 0 7

different ‘plots,’ each
comprised of numerous
cairns.”

Eric McLay, president of
the Archaeological Soci-
ety of BC and archaeolo-
gist for the Coast Salish
Hul'qumi'num Treaty
Group, applauds Math-
ews for setting a “high
standard for how archae-
ology should be done in
British Columbia and
how archaeologists, in
general, should practice
working with First Nations in Canada,” he says. “I think the
important message of Darcy's research is that archaeology in
BC is just as much about protecting and understanding the past
as it is about respecting First Nations culture and people today.” 

From his perspective, Grant Keddie, curator of archaeology at
the Royal BC Museum, says that no one has yet taken the time
to sit down and properly take stock of what burial cairns actual-
ly are, what they mean, and how they fit with the rest of Salish
culture. “I have about 500 pieces of paper with projects on them
like this that need to be done,” says Keddie. “Darcy is getting
one of those projects done properly.” 

Keddie refers to Math-
ews’ patient gathering and
sifting of data. Mathews
intends to include in his
research all the informa-
tion he can dig up from
historical archives, such as
records of the now-
destroyed burial cairn
sites in the Uplands and
Beacon Hill Park. 

What it comes down to
is that death, and the ways
in which the living deal
with death are defined by

social relationships within a community: “Mortuary ritual is a
chance to perpetuate the status quo,” Mathews says, “but it’s also
a chance to push the boundaries. In burials there’s an opportuni-
ty for people to contest or try to reshape the social norm.”

By developing a better understanding of their place in Straits
Salish culture, Mathews hopes to help protect remaining cairns
from the pressures that have erased so many of the monuments
from the local landscape. He often gives public talks about his
work and the meaning of the cairns and he intends to combine
his archaeological findings with the knowledge of elders and
others in First Nations communities. “It’s really important to
recognize that there are multiple perspectives. I’m trying to step
back and find ways that we can look at this from outside of our
Western notion of ‘bigger is better’…Culture doesn’t fit very well
into the scientific process—the hypothetical-deductive process.
Culture can be messy. (But) burial cairns have been destroyed
by the thousands in Victoria, and continue to be destroyed to
this day. I’m hoping I can provide a more cohesive body of
information about these burials, hopefully to enrich every-
body’s understanding…and ultimately, preserve them.” T

Darcy Mathews’ studies have been assisted by Henry Chipps and the chief and coun-

cil of the Scia’new First Nation of Metchosin. Mathews holds a Canada Graduate

Scholarship from the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada

and his doctoral research is supervised by Anthropology Prof. Quentin Mackie.

A Salish burial cairn in the Uplands neighbour-
hood of Oak Bay, excavated in 1897 by Harlan
Smith and Gerard Fowke of the American
Museum of Natural History. New research by
doctoral student Darcy Mathews assesses exterior
features without disturbing cairn sites.

Archaeology in BC is just as
much about protecting and

understanding the past as it is
about respecting First Nations

culture and people today.
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BOOKMARKS

NEARLY TWO THOUSAND YEARS LATER, THE LAMENT OF THE ROMAN

satirist Petronius for his blunted manhood can still summon a
wince or a rueful chuckle. Almost every man at some point in
his life will be humbled by impotence, be it physiological or
mental, temporary or permanent. What’s more, he’ll likely suf-
fer at least one embarrassing episode of “arriving too soon.”
But he won’t suffer alone, as History Prof. Angus McLaren
writes in his comprehensive yet riveting new book. Impotence:
A Cultural History chronicles “man’s failure to rise to the occa-
sion” over the millennia, and contains a wealth of famous writ-
ers and thinkers who have weighed in on the subject, including
Catullus, Montaigne, Shakespeare, Freud, and Hemingway.

But this is not a mere collection of gleeful quips about men’s
struggles to perform, nor a tongue-in-cheek survey of strange
and misguided remedies and cures through the ages. Not that
McLaren couldn’t supply countless anecdotes: since 1978, he’s
written 11 books on the history of sexuality, including birth
control, fertility rituals, contraception and abortion. Instead

Failing Through Time
Prof. Angus McLaren and the cultural history of impotence. 
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I quail, in those dire straits
my manhood blunted.

—Petronius, The Satyricon
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of simply displaying the depths of his research, however,
McLaren offers a compelling argument that different cultures
have used impotence to maintain their own unique definition
of masculinity. 

What we now call “erectile dysfunction” has long been the
source of both public and private humiliation, anxiety and
fear. The inability of kings and presidents to sire an heir has
changed the shape of nations. Victorian-era doctors gave
accounts of suicide notes that read “I am impotent and unfit to
live.” But impotence has also provided centuries of bawdy
jokes and limericks. It is, as McLaren says, “a problem that
humanity has simultaneously regarded as life’s greatest
tragedy and its greatest joke.”

Although McLaren admits that his book is best suited for the
more scholarly reader, Impotence is full of entertaining, thought-
provoking surprises, often delivered with a deadpan, subtle wit.
He seems to delight in ironic situations: in the medieval age, for
example, church tribunals used “honest women” to publicly
examine men whose ability to procreate had been questioned by
their wives. Some doctors in the early 20th century, hoping to
pass along the randy nature of our genetic cousins, transplanted
chimpanzee testes into men. Their Victorian predecessors,
meanwhile, used a dubious combination of salves, scalding and
even cauterization on men’s privates. Most of their patients
“rarely asked for a second treatment.”

But Impotence truly hits its stride when McLaren challenges a
culture’s definition of “manliness.” Is masculinity the “impene-
trable penetrator,” as the Romans claimed? The wan, sexually
restrained businessman of the 19th century? The man who
fathers numerous children, or the man who succeeds in giving
his partner multiple orgasms with or without penetration? And
why, as McLaren points out, do women so often take the heat
for men’s bedroom fiascos?

More than a tale of men defeated and deflated, Impotence is
also a history of women and the evolution of femininity.
Whether accusing so-called witches of stealing their virility, or
blaming sexually aggressive feminists for an “Impotence
Boom,” men have fought to remain the dominant partner.
Women haven’t shouldered all the blame—they’ve shared it to a
lesser degree with stress, the Oedipal complex, and the “dangers
of self-abuse.”

Whatever the supposed cause, there have always been inven-
tors and quacks ready to exploit men’s sexual anxieties. Indeed,
fear-mongering did not end with the Victorian-era suction
machines and bizarre surgeries. In order to peddle their wares,
today’s pharaceutical firms use marketing to reinforce the
notion that men should measure their manliness, both figura-
tively and literally, by the strength of their erections.

“We have a false sense of being in an emancipated world,”
says McLaren during a phone conversation. “Society is more
susceptible to the influence of the
media.” Enhancers like Viagra, Cialis
and Levitra have raised the standards of
“normal” virility for all men, not just
aging baby boomers. Although the
occasional failure to perform is not
unusual, even men in their early 30s are
hedging their bets by popping a pill
before the big date. Not surprisingly,
“female sexual dysfunction” has
become the new buzzword, with Viagra-
like drugs on the way.

“Given the voracious pharmaceutical
corporations’ pursuit of profits,”
McLaren warns, “it is in their best inter-
ests to induce sexual anxieties in as
many consumers as possible.”

Few ailments have influenced how men perceive their place in
society like impotence. And no author before McLaren has
recounted these perceptions with such insight and detail. The
celebrity psychoanalyst and writer Adam Philips, best known
for hobnobbing with Britain’s literary elite, writes in the London
Review of Books that Impotence is a history not only of gender
relations, but “of our will to believe.” Whenever man finds him-
self in those dire straits, belief will lead him to new cures, new
scapegoats, and new ways of defining himself by his blunted
manhood. Impotence may have had a rousing history, but it
also—alas, poor Petronius—has a future. T

Impotence: A
Cultural History
By Angus McLaren

University of Chicago Press, 
350 pages, $30 (US)

It is, as McLaren says, “a problem
that humanity has simultan-

eously regarded as life’s greatest
tragedy and its greatest joke.”
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It was October 1977, in the campus computing centre’s first room set aside for computer networking. Amid
the nest of cables, a Digital Equipment Corporation PDP 8e fed coded data to an adjoining room where a
state-of-the-art “Big Iron” computer—an IBM System/370, model 148—had been installed that year. 

Allan Trumpour, BSc ’69, a senior programmer analyst in the Computer Science department, remembers
the mainframe system was the university’s only central service computer, handling all of the teaching,
administrative and research loads. It would have had one or two megabytes of main memory, with a price
tag of between half a million and three quarters of a million. The desktop PCs installed last spring in the
Computer Science teaching labs have 2000MB of main memory—at about $1,000 each.

Wired
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ALUMNI LIFE

Taking UVic to Heart
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA ISN’T THE FIRST PLACE YOU MIGHT LOOK FOR

fans of the University of Victoria but you would be hard-pressed
to find a more enthusiastic bunch of Vikes than Kristin Litster’s
Grade 3 class at East Palo Alto Charter School. 

After receiving a box full of UVic memorabilia courtesy of the
Education Alumni Chapter of the UVic Alumni Association, Lit-
ster, BEd ’04, has been handing out the UVic-crested pens,
water bottles, magnets, notebooks, posters—even copies of this
magazine—to her students. It’s in support of the school’s “col-
lege for certain” approach that gets kids thinking about univer-
sity, right from kindergarten. 

Each class adopts the alma mater of its teacher and when Lit-
ster brought the UVic box to class “it was hilarious,” she says.
“They were so excited. It was like Christmas morning.”

The school is in the inner-city neighbourhood in which the 1995
motion picture Dangerous Minds was set. Across the community,
only 35 per cent of students graduate from high school on time.

Education Alumni Chapter organizer Wendy Gedney, BEd ’83,
says the whole experience has been pretty heartwarming. “We’ve

been a chapter for five years and this has been our biggest project
in that it’s touched so many children.”

“The best part,” says Litster, “was when one of my little girls
came up to me after school and informed me she’d made her
college choice and she’s officially going to go to UVic, live in the
Emily Carr dorm, and study in the SUB.”

California dreaming: Students in
Education alumna Kristin Litster’s
class in East Palo Alto are encour-
aged to embrace the possibilities
of higher education.
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I FEEL PRIVILEGED TO SERVE AS THE NEW PRESIDENT OF THE UNIVERSITY

of Victoria Alumni Association. My predecessor, Larry Cross,
gave the board of directors excellent advice and guidance dur-
ing his two-year term. Fortunately, he remains on the board as
past president, allowing us all to continue to seek his advice
whenever necessary. “The University of Victoria Garry Oak
Meadow” that Larry spearheaded firmly establishes continuing
recognition of alumni and their contributions to UVic. His
efforts on the association’s strategic plan for 2003-08 provides
us with a valuable document enabling the board of directors to
work in concert with UVic’s strategic plan. On behalf of alumni,
thank you Larry for your dedication and hard work.

I am a communication consultant and a writer who graduated
from UVic in 1998 with a BA in Writing from the Faculty of Fine
Arts. Being asked to serve on the association’s board was indeed
an honour. My time as a student at UVic was exciting and chal-
lenging and being able to reconnect with the university is a
pleasure. I consequently joined the board in 2003.

In February 2007, the university introduced its renewed strate-
gic plan: “A Vision for the Future–Building on Strength.” I hope

you take the time to read the goals and the vision of being a uni-
versity of choice for outstanding students, faculty and staff. The
alumni association is currently establishing its own strategic
plan to make our association the life-long link between the uni-
versity and its graduates by developing programs directed to
alumni, current students and potential students.

The university and the alumni association have worked
together to strengthen this relationship throughout the years.
As president of the association, I aim to maintain this outstand-
ing relationship we have with the university. Also, I shall work to
keep the alumni association interesting and vibrant. To accom-
plish this, I encourage you to attend our many exciting events in
the upcoming year and to consider obtaining your Alumni Ben-
efits Card, offering special privileges to alumni. 

The University of Victoria is indeed a great university and many
of our alumni have achieved outstanding success. We welcome
all alumni to maintain your connection with the university.

I look forward with pleasure to meeting many of you during
my term of office and learning about your achievements. It looks
like an exciting year ahead for the UVic Alumni Association. T

New President Signs On
Writing grad succeeds Larry Cross.

B Y  K AT H L E E N  B A R N E S ,  B A  ’ 9 8
P R E S I D E N T,  U V I C  A L U M N I  A S S O C I AT I O N
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SINCE THE LAST TORCH, I’VE HAD THE HONOUR OF MEETING MANY OF

our alumni, not just in Victoria but across Canada and in Asia.
It’s part of my commitment to regularly visit each of the cities
where our university’s alumni can be found in major numbers.
It’s rewarding and I’m encouraged by the feedback I hear from
alumni who may live far from Ring Road but still carry UVic very
much in their hearts and welcome the opportunity to reconnect.

You never know when or where you might bump into a UVic
grad. This spring when I was in Beijing it was terrific to meet an
alumnus from Hong Kong who happened to be staying at our
hotel and noticed that we were hosting a reception for alumni.
He was able to join us to talk about the exciting developments
at UVic but he was also able to create new connections with fel-
low UVic alumni in his part of the world.

Being part of our alumni network is not just about the shared
memories and the shared experience of going to UVic. It can be
more practical than that, offering all sorts of rewards—both
personal and professional.

When I represent the university at alumni gatherings in places
like Beijing, Hong Kong, Shanghai, Toronto, Ottawa or Vancou-

ver—all cities that I’ve visited in recent months along with Pres-
ident David Turpin—I do so with the strong belief in, and com-
mitment to our alumni. Our alumni events not only bring the
university to our graduates, they’re also about our alumni bene-
fiting from connecting with each other. It’s something that will
pay dividends for any alumna or alumnus who wants to plug
into our network. 

A relaxed gathering of old friends and new is always great but
between those opportunities, make sure you stay connected in
all of the other ways that you can. There’s the UVic Online Com-
munity (olcnetwork.net/uvic) where you can post your profile,
pictures and connect with UVic friends anywhere they may be.
Don’t forget to send a Keeping in Touch note to the Torch (e-mail
torch@uvic.ca) with your latest news so that we can include it in
our next issue. It’s fun and one of the most popular sections of
the magazine. It’s just been redesigned for this edition, too.

I would love to hear from you directly. If there’s another way
we can help you keep your connection to UVic strong, you can
always reach me at shannonv@uvic.ca or you can e-mail Alum-
ni Services director Don Jones at djones@uvic.ca. T

Making the Connection
Alumni networks are about more than memories.

B Y  S H A N N O N  V O N  K A L D E N B E R G
A S S O C I AT E  V I C E - P R E S I D E N T  A L U M N I  A N D  D E V E L O P M E N T

Alumni Photobook
Beginning on the opposite page: [1] Alumni association trea-

surer Lise (Luk) Richardson, BA ’01 (left), with new board

members Jignesh Patel, Dipl ’03, and Sarah Cotton, BA ’03,

at the association’s Annual General Meeting in the spring.

[2] Bachelor of Social Work grads Jennifer Osei-Appiah, ’06,

and J. Spencer Rowe, ’98, were among guests of UVic at the

Toronto reception this spring. [3] Nursing students Iris

Fung, Pam Cheng, Elaine Irwin and Marlena Flis with an art

piece created by faculty, staff and alumni of the School of

Nursing’s Lower Mainland Campus at Langara College to commemo-

rate the LMC’s closure. [4] 2007 Alumni Volunteer of the Year Jack

Rowe, Victoria College '46. He is a former president of the Victoria Col-

lege Craigdarroch Castle Alumni Association and regular participant in

the Student Alumni Association’s annual campus clean-up day. [5]

Andrea Vaggs, MSc ’04, Heather Palmer, BA ’01, and Hong Gou, BSc ’04,

at the spring alumni gathering in Toronto. [6] Associate Vice-President

Alumni and Development Shannon Von Kaldenberg (left) with Presi-

dent David Turpin met with 2000 Distinguished Alumni Award recipi-

ent Eliza Chan, LLB ’82, in Hong Kong in May. [7] Five Class of ’93 Visual

Arts graduates, with their professor and mentor Pat Martin Bates, Hon.

DFA ’94 (seated), staged their fourth group exhibition, this spring.

“What’s in a Decade” was held at the Union Club of Victoria. Standing,

from left to right: Anne Carlson, Judith Saunders, Audrey Meeres,

Joanne Emberton and Margitta Ben-Oliel.
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Colouring Morrisseau
Theatre Prof. Mary Kerr designs a “visual marvel.”

B Y  M I K E  M C N E N E Y

FOR 18 MONTHS MARY KERR FELT AS IF SHE WAS LIVING WITH A GIANT

thunderbird hovering over her. Such was the “shamanistic” force
the UVic Theatre professor felt as she created the set and cos-
tume design for this spring’s National Arts Centre presentation of
Copper Thunderbird, about the life of one of Canada’s great
artists, Norval Morrisseau. 

“It was the experience of a lifetime. I did the best I could do for
him because he has been such an influence in my artistic life,”
says Kerr, who shares Morrisseau’s belief in the “power of art and
colour to heal people.”

UVic alumni in the Ottawa region were invited to a special
reception hosted by President David Turpin prior to a May 23
preview performance and had the opportunity to meet Kerr and
director, Peter Hinton. The play, which ran from May 25 to June
9 at the NAC theatre, was written by Galiano Island playwright
Marie Clements.

Kerr’s set design interpreted the script by using minimalist,
abstract spaces and forms while screen projections suggested Mor-
risseau’s imagined worlds and the inspirations for his paintings. 

“We were not trying to do a documentary, but a creative inter-
pretation. The set was white (like a canvas) and, if you sat
through the entire show, it was constantly saturated with pri-
mary colour. We took it back to the colour. There were 38 scenes
and they all looked different.” 

An Ottawa Citizen review called the production “a visual marvel.”
Kerr says her work on Copper Thunderbird was a “logical

extension” from her work on the opening and closing cere-

monies of the 1994 Victoria Commonwealth Games, which were
based on Kwagiulth creation mythology.

Morrisseau’s vivid, spiritual interpretations of the Ojibway (or
Anishnaabe) myths and legends of his ancestry began attract-
ing international attention in the 1960s. After he became seri-
ously ill as a young man, a medicine woman gave him the name
Copper Thunderbird to give him strength. 

Self-taught, he was inspired by the ancient Great Lakes pic-
tographs and petroglyphs. He is considered the father of con-
temporary native art and the Woodlands School of Art, and he
has the distinction of being the first Aboriginal artist to have a
solo show at the National Gallery of Canada. 

His life on streets, and battles through addictions were well-
documented and the play follows his journey through his ups
and downs, his art and the reconciliation of his Aboriginal and
Catholic religious beliefs. “There was drunkenness. There were
his addictions. But he has the powers of a shaman. No question
about it,” says Kerr. “His paintings are shamanistic and the
energy that comes from them can be overpowering. He is a
genius.”

Morrisseau, once dubbed “the Picasso of the North,” resides in
Nanaimo. Now in his 70s, he is no longer able to paint due to the
effects of Parkinson’s disease. T

Mary Kerr’s next set design project is for the Phoenix Theatre production of the clas-

sic children’s tale Wind in the Willows, directed by Brian Richmond and running from

Nov. 8 through Nov. 24.

Mary Kerr’s set design for Copper Thunderbird, about the life of the great contem-

porary artist Norval Morrisseau, employed a minimalist approach. The stage itself

was white and through 38 scenes colours constantly changed, reflecting Morris-

seau’s belief in the healing power of colour. His use of the divided circle represents

duality. The set’s spiral ramp represented the eternal spiral of life and the spiral of

the medicine snake that appears in his paintings. The one constant in the set was

the bed, from which the main character watches his life’s journey pass before him.
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1960s
1 9 6 6
CAROL WOOTON , BA (Eng-
lish/German), has published a new
book of essays, Preening Clefs
(Towner). Her fourth book includes
a copy of her presentation on Glenn
Gould, in 1983, to the Victoria
branch of the Royal Conservatory of
Music alumni as well as an image of
the concert program Gould signed
for Wooton at a 1960 performance
in the Royal Theatre. Carol lives in
Oak Bay.

1970s
1 9 7 0
DAN GALLACHER , MA (History)
received the Canadian Museums
Association’s 2007 Award of Distin-
guished Service. Dan is currently
curator emeritus, Canadian Muse-
um of Civilization, retiring from his
position as director of history in

2002. During the early ’80s he
served as UVic Alumni Association
president. Dan and his wife JOAN,
BSN ’79, reside in Kelowna.

DIANE GRUTSCHNIG-BISHOP
PETERSEN, BEd (Secondary), sends
this: After 33 years of joyfully teach-
ing English in Surrey School District,
Diane is retiring. She looks forward
to new adventures and would enjoy

hearing from fellow grads
(dpeterse@sfu.ca).

1 9 7 1

DARIN GUNESEKERA , BA (Eco-
nomics) writes from Sri Lanka: “From
UVic I went on to Yale and after aca-
demics opted for the 'real world.'
After setting up stock exchanges
and regulators in Sri Lanka, Kenya

and part of the work in other coun-
tries (and about 400 pages of
national law) I changed my line. I
now do re-housing of slum and
shanty dwellers using stock
exchange methods. I have projects
in several countries. This second
career saw me start with marriage
plus a daughter and social entrepre-
neur fellowships. I am looking for
persons to join me in ‘Capital Mar-
kets for the Marginalized.’” E-mail:
wiroshermes@yahoo.com

1 9 7 2

ADRIENNE CHAN , BA (Psycholo-
gy), is a professor of social work at
the University College of the Fraser
Valley, and an adjunct professor at
UBC’s centre for policy studies in
higher education. Before returning
to complete her PhD, she worked as
a social worker, adult educator, and
consultant. Her areas of interest
include anti-racism, diversity, multi-
culturalism, academic/ institutional
culture, ethnography, feminist
methods, and narrative methods.

1 9 7 6

Prints from the late Ojibway artist
CARL BEAM , BFA (Visual Arts),
were featured in an exhibit this
summer at the Art Gallery of the
South Okanagan. His influential and
varied work often juxtaposed auto-
biographical, historical and com-
mercial images dealing with con-
flicts between Western and
Aboriginal cultures.

1 9 7 8

ED DE WALLE, LLB, a BC provincial
court judge, was transferred from
Terrace to Salmon Arm this year. He
was first appointed to the bench in
1991 and was Terrace’s only provin-
cial court judge during that time. 

1980s
1 9 8 1
MARK MULDOON, BA (Psycholo-
gy), recently published Tricks of
Time: Bergson, Merleau-Ponty and
Ricoeur—In Search of Time, Self and
Meaning (Pittsburgh; Duquesne
University Press, 2006). It’s a study
of the relationship between time
and the self, and how they form
meaning.

LYNDA WILLIAMS , BA (Liberal
Studies), is a Prince George-based
science fiction writer whose latest
novel, Righteous Anger, was
released late last year by Edge Sci-
ence Fiction and Fantasy. She also

works at UNBC, in education tech-
nology.

1 9 8 1

DIANNE GRIMMER , BA (Political
Science), writes: “It was challenging
for me to return to full-time univer-
sity studies as a mature student, a
relatively poor single parent of
three in 1980-81. Luckily I did grad-
uate and my family story has turned
out so much better than I ever
expected. My children are now
grown, all successful in careers and
families, and I am happily retired in
my new (to me) warm and cheerful
home in Nanaimo.

DARAGH HOURIGAN (née
COULTER), BA (History), has big
news: “Hey, I got married(!) and
changed my surname. I'm still
teaching at Queen of Angels in
Duncan—but not high school—this
is my fourth year in elementary and
I now am loving it. Had my first
practicum student this year. Great
experience for us both. And
through the ‘net two former UVic’ers
from Gordon Head Residence
tracked me down, with excellent
reunion results!”

1 9 8 2

DAVID FORDE , BSc (Psychology)
and Linda Forde send an update:
“After 11 years in Memphis, we’re
heading further south to
Tuscaloosa, Alabama. David will join
the University of Alabama as profes-
sor of criminal justice. Linda contin-
ues her work as a CPA. A long dis-
tance from UVic, but we’re doing
very well and enjoying life with our
new baby, Robert Reinhart.”

JOHN M. MCINTOSH , BSc (Com-
puter Science), is part of the One
Laptop per Child initiative, an inter-
national non-profit collaboration to
develop low-cost computers for
education in developing countries.
The effort is led by MIT professor

DAN GALLACHER

DARIN GUNESEKERA

ADRIENNE CHAN

KEEPING IN TOUCH

Keeping in Touch 
Let your friends from UVic know what’s been happening in your life. Go to
uvic.ca/torch and click on “Keep in Touch” to include your news in the next
edition of the magazine. 
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Nicholas Negroponte, who hopes to
have the cost of the durable devices
lowered to $100 US within two years. 

1 9 8 3

CYNTHIA MUNN (née DOJACK),
BMus (Education), writes: “Hi
friends. Just thought I'd give y'all an
update. I’ve been happily married to
my soul mate for 16 wonderful
years, we have three beautiful chil-
dren, ages 15, 10 and 7 (girl, boy,
boy). I keep busy playing horn with
Symphony New Brunswick, teach-
ing piano, and teaching school full-
time. In my spare time I've been
training for a 5K run! Life is great
here in the Maritimes and I invite
you all out to see the beautiful fall
colours. Take care everyone, keep in
touch!”

ART POLLARD , BA (Political Sci-
ence), has an update: “I have been
working for BC Ferries for 20 years
now and married for 10. I have had a
very active volunteer life outside of
work that has kept my wife Patti and
me very busy. We are currently
enjoying doing renovations to our
house and I would love to hear from
old classmates and what they are
doing.”

1 9 8 4

SHARON DANARD, BA (French), is
assistant professor of Spanish at the
Defense Language Institute Foreign
Language Center in Monterey, Cali-
fornia. DLI is the largest language
school in the US. Sharon previously
taught French and Spanish at
Camosun College for more than a
dozen years.

ALVIN KUBE , BA (Sociology),
checks in from Ottawa: “I have been
with the federal government now
for 20 years. Without question,
achieving a degree made a huge
difference. As an Aboriginal man I
believe that because of the skills
and knowledge I gained in universi-
ty I have made a significant contri-
bution not only to society but to my
people.”

1 9 8 5

DIANE KENNEDY, BSW, has been
appointed the first executive direc-
tor of Social Planning Cowichan
where she’s working on a number of
issues, including access to afford-
able housing in the region. 

MARK LEIREN-YOUNG, BFA (The-
atre/Writing), is the writer and direc-

tor of The Green Chain, a “powerful,
funny and thought-provoking” film
about environmentalists and log-
gers. The movie, his first, is scheduled
to be on the festival circuit this fall.

1 9 8 6

KELLEY LEE, MPA, works in Global
Health at the London School of
Hygiene & Tropical Medicine and is to
become head of its public and envi-
ronmental health unit later this year.
She has also been named a fellow
through distinction of the faculty of
public health of the Royal Colleges of
Physicians of the UK. She also plays
for the Milton Keynes Falcons of the
English Ice Hockey Association.

DARREN E. LUND, MA (Language
Arts Education) has published a co-
edited book (with Paul Carr), enti-
tled The Great White North?: Explor-
ing Whiteness, Privilege and Identity
in Education (Sense Publishers). He
is an associate professor in the fac-
ulty of education at the University
of Calgary, and was recently named
one of Red Deer’s Top Educators of
the Century.

KEN MERKLEY , MPA, retired as
president of Three E Training and
dedicates his time to the non-profit
sector. He volunteers with the Kid-
ney Foundation of Canada, where
he is vice-president of the BC
Branch and holds various commit-
tee positions as well as an executive
position with the Victoria chapter.
Ken also holds an advisory position
with the IT branch of BCIT and a
director position with the Vancou-
ver Island Safety Council.

TRISH ST. ONGE , BSW, is execu-
tive director of Catholic Family Ser-
vices of Saskatoon, which offers
professional counselling, education
and community programs. 

1 9 8 7

IAN THORNTON , MSc (Biology),
has left his post as senior instructor

in Biology: “After 38 enjoyable years
of teaching, I retired this year. To all
my colleagues and students, past
and present, thank you for a memo-
rable and rewarding experience.”

1 9 8 8

ROSEMARIE COLLINS, BA (Histo-
ry/Political Science) has an update:
“Since graduation I have worked
mostly for the BC Government in

First Nations research and informa-
tion management.”

ROD CORRAINI, BFA (Visual Arts),
turned his visual memories of the
winter storms of 2006-07—cloud
formations, in particular—into a
recent exhibit of oil paintings at the
downtown Nanaimo Art Gallery. 

PATRICK O’ROURKE, LLB, writes:
“On January 5, 2007 I had the hon-
our and privilege to be appointed
chief gold commissioner for British
Columbia (in addition to my duties
as an assistant deputy minister). The
chief gold commissioner is one of
the oldest public service positions
in BC, dating back to 1859 when
Chartres Brew was appointed the
first chief gold commissioner of the
Colony of British Columbia.”

MIKI HANSEN, BSW, is the execu-
tive director of AIDS Vancouver
Island and in March she received
the first Alayne Hamilton Communi-

ty Award from the School of Social
Work. Her career has included
extensive experience in addictions
counselling, education and commu-
nity development. As part of her AVI
responsibilities, she went to Libode,
South Africa to work on a bereave-
ment support project for children
affected by HIV/AIDS.

1 9 8 9

MICHAEL GEOGHEGAN, BA (Eco-
nomics). After having spent a
month in Mexico, Mike is back in
Victoria doing a mix of consulting
and business venturing while
spending time with friends and
family, especially his son and
daughter.

1990s
1 9 9 0

COLIN FIDLER , BA (Political Sci-
ence), is the global services opera-
tions manager with Platform Com-
puting, Canada’s sixth largest
software company, based in Toron-
to. Colin, his wife TANIA JONES ,
BSc (Biology) ’92, and their three-
year-old son Callum, settled in Rich-
mond Hill after completing master’s
degrees (MBA and MSc, respective-
ly) at the University of

MARK LEIREN-YOUNG

Lansdowne Era Chronicled

A new book recounting the dynamic final

chapter in the history of Victoria College

will be published next year. The Lansdowne

Era, edited by Edward B. Harvey, VC ’59, will

include a range of first-person accounts

from Victoria College women and men. The

book will be dedicated to Peter L. Smith, VC

’49, the former Greek and Roman Studies

professor and unofficial university historian

who died in 2006.

Victoria College moved from Craigdarroch Castle to the Lansdowne

Road campus in 1946 and classes were held there until the University

of Victoria opened in 1963. The essays and personal recollections in

the new book about the Lansdowne days will also reflect the post-

war social and economic forces that shaped Victoria College—and

Canada—including rapid economic growth, the baby boom, and

expanding post-secondary enrolment. U
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Saskatchewan and starting their
careers in Ottawa. Tania is a former
member of the Vikes and the 1992
Canadian University champion in
the 3000m. She remains one of
Canada’s top marathon runners
(ranked third in 2006) and a nation-
al team member. Tania balances
athletics with a career in Procter &
Gamble Pharmaceuticals as a senior
regulatory affairs manager.

REBECCA KRATZ , BFA (Visual
Arts), lives in Nova Scotia with her
partner, recording artist Joel Plas-
kett. She is the creator of “House of
Sugar” comics and has contributed
artwork to four of Plaskett’s releases.

1 9 9 1

GREG EVANS , MA (History), is
executive director of the Maritime
Museum of BC. He also helps out
alumni travel partner, Maple Leaf
Adventures, with their Tall Sales and
Ales trips, serving as brewing histo-
rian and guide. His master’s thesis
was on the Vancouver Island Brew-
ing Industry from 1858 to 1917. 

NICOLE GERVAIS, BSN, runs a suc-
cessful and secluded bed and
breakfast at Long Beach called Long
Beach Haven. She also practices
reflexology treatment.

1 9 9 2

JOHN E. MCDONALD, BA (Pacific
and Asian Studies), has been named
the BC’s trade representative to
China. He is based in Shanghai and
is responsible for generating invest-
ment leads, targeting new clients
for BC industries, and gathering
market intelligence. He has been
working in the region since 1994.

1 9 9 3

JOE VOSBURGH, BEng (Electrical),
is “living, working and playing in
Vancouver! Married to the lovely
Quinn in 1998 and lucky dad to Mia,
7, and Morghan, 5.”

1 9 9 4

PETER BRADY, LLB, has joined the
online brokerage, Qtrade Financial
Group as its general counsel.

MAUREEN GORDON, BA (Writing)
and KEVIN SMITH , BA ’97 (Geog-
raphy), were married on Flora Islet,
on August 18th, 2007: “A small
group of family and friends joined
us for our ‘Wooden Boat Wedding.’
The celebrations took place on our
92-foot schooner, Maple Leaf (pic-
tured), in Tribune Bay at Hornby
Island. We’ll be sailing the Great Bear
Rainforest this fall with our nature
cruise business, Maple Leaf Adven-

tures (see the Alumni Travel Pro-
gram for info), and then spending
the winter at our home in Victoria.”

FELICE MAZZONI , BA (Geogra-
phy), is the director of planning ser-
vices for the town of Ucluelet, which
won the 2006 Federation of Canadi-
an Municipalities award for sustain-
able community planning. The
town, in partnership with Malaspina
University-College, also won three
medals at the United Nations “Liv-
Com” sustainability awards in
Hangzhou, China.

1 9 9 5

TAMARA VROOMAN , MA (Histo-
ry), became the new chief executive
officer of Vancity, Canada’s largest
credit union, on Sept. 1 after three
years as provincial deputy minister
of finance. She rose quickly through

the ranks of the public service after
completing a co-op placement with
the ministry of children and fami-
lies. Widely respected, she was
awarded the Queen’s Jubilee Medal

for Outstanding Public Service in
2003 and in 2005 was listed among
Canada’s Top 40 Under 40 by the
Caldwell Partners.

1 9 9 6

PETER HILTON, MPA, lives in Swe-
den with his wife SOFI ALMERS ,
MPA ’96, and their two children
Emily, 12 and Nicholas, age nine.
Peter is director of international
relations and recruitment at the
Jonkoping International Business
School. The school works with over
200 universities around the world,
including UVic Business.

ROBERT LAIRD , BCom, has been
named vice-president responsible
for the natural gas business line of
the Canadian Resources Exchange,
a Calgary-based trading a clearing
service for future and options trad-
ing in the energy, metal and soft
commodities markets.

COLINDA LATOUR , BA (Anthro-
pology/Linguistics), reports: “I am
working in Ottawa as an informa-
tion management consultant with
CONDAR Consulting Inc. It has been
very exciting as I have worked with
some interesting clients within the
federal government and private
sector. I love it because in order to
do my job well I really have to learn
about the organizations that hire us
and how they function.”

JOHN THRELFALL , BA (Histo-
ry/English), was promoted this sum-
mer to the editor’s chair at the Vic-
toria weekly news and
entertainment paper Monday Mag-
azine. John’s writing has also
appeared in these pages, most
recently in an autumn 2006 profile

of one-man Star Wars performer
Charles Ross.

CATHLEEN WITH , BA (English),
has successfully auctioned the
Canadian rights to her first novel.
Having Faith in the Polar Girls’ Prison
is to be published in January 2009
by Penguin Canada.

1 9 9 7

JESSICA BERGLUND , LLB, and
VOLKER HELMUTH, LLB ’95, were
married in 2002 and live in down-
town Vancouver with their son
Hugo, born in October 2006. Jessica
practices law in the occupational
health and safety enforcement
department of WorkSafeBC and
Volker is the director of planning
and research with the Vancouver
Police Department.

1 9 9 8

CONNIE HOSIE (née BEEL), BFA
(Theatre), and husband Grayson
Hosie are pleased to announce the
birth of their son. Logan Jonathan
Alistair Hosie was born on May 21st,
2007 at Burnaby General Hospital,
weighing in at 7 lbs, 2 oz and mea-
suring 21.5 inches long. The family
returned to Victoria in the fall when
Connie went back to work with
Pacific Opera Victoria.

TYRONE PILE , MA (History),
became rear admiral of Maritime
Forces Pacific in a ceremony July 27
at CFB Esquimalt. In a 32-year navy
career, he has served in missions in
Haiti, the former Yugoslavia and the
Arabian Gulf. He had spent the pre-
vious two years at defence head-
quarters in Ottawa, leading the
overhaul of the military personnel
system. His son, Byron Pile, graduat-
ed with a BEng (Computer Engi-
neering) in the spring.

BOB YARISH, BCom, is the manag-
er of the new TD Canada Trust
branch in the Tillicum Shopping
Centre. He first worked for the TD
during a co-op work term, staying
with the bank after graduation. He
had been manager of the Quadra-
McKenzie branch. 

1 9 9 9

GAIL ANDERSON-DARGATZ, BA
(Writing), currently teaches fiction
in the creative writing MFA program
at the University of British Columbia
and lives in the Shuswap, the land-
scape found in so much of her >>

JOE VOSBURGH

COLIN FIDLER & TANIA JONES

MAUREEN GORDON & KEVIN SMITH

TAMARA VROOMAN
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writing, including her new novel
Turtle Valley. Her website is at gai-
landerson-dargatz.ca.

TYLER GINGRICH , BA (Eng-
lish/Political Science), completed a
master’s of divinity at the University
of Saskatchewan in 2004: “I’m a mis-
sion pastor in Kelowna. I’m doing
some campus chaplaincy work at
UBC-Okanagan.”

GILLIAN WIGMORE, BA (Writing),
has released a 40-poem meditation
on emotion and landscape, entitled
Soft Geography (Caitlin Press). She
resides in Prince George.

2000s
2 0 0 0

DAVID KIDD , BCom (Entrepre-
neurship), has an update: “I received
a promotion, to sales manager,
within the power monitoring and
control division of Schneider Elec-
tric/Square D Company. This is a
sales specialist role responsible for
developing our enterprise energy
management business globally.”

2 0 0 1

MICHELLE KRALT , BSN, and
DOUGLAS KRALT, BSc (Biochem-
istry) ’00, are thrilled to announce
the arrival of their daughter, Charlee
Ella Kralt on April 16, 2007 in Win-
nipeg. Michelle completed her mas-
ter's of nursing at the University of
Manitoba in 2005 and has been
working as a clinical nurse specialist
at Cancer Care Manitoba for the
past three years. Douglas complet-
ed his medical degree  from the U of
M in May 2007. The Kralt's will be
relocating to Edmonton for Doug's
residency.

CARMEN LANSDOWNE, BA (His-
tory), of the Heiltsuk First Nation
was ordained in the United Church
of Canada at St. David’s United
Church, West Vancouver on May 27.
She serves as the United Church

chaplain at UBC and is pursuing a
second graduate degree in theolo-
gy at the Vancouver School of The-
ology. Carmen also serves as the
Canadian delegate to the executive
committee of the World Council of
Churches (where she’s the only
indigenous representative from any
region) until the 10th General
Assembly in 2013.

CAROLINE RUECKERT , BA (Eng-
lish/Germanic and Slavic Studies),
writes: “I recently co-authored The
Study Abroad Handbook (Palgrave
MacMillan) and it will be available in
13 countries.”

2 0 0 2

MICHAEL MACGILLIS , BEng
(Electrical), writes from Scotland:
“Just wanted to say hello to my UVic
friends. I was married in Edinburgh
on May 19, 2007 to my long-time
girlfriend Rhona Freeman and we’ve
recently moved back to Scotland

from London, England. I have just
started a new job with STMicroelec-
tronics doing chip design. Any old
UVic friends can reach me at
mikemacgillis@yahoo.com.”

TARA MACNAIR (née
BERGMANN), BA (Sociology) and
CLAYTON MACNAIR , BA (Eng-
lish), welcomed their first born,
Kyleigh Anna Maria MacNair, on
May 15, 2006.

STACEY SLAGER , BA (English),
writes: “Since graduation I spent a
couple of years teaching English in
Asia. I returned to UVic in 2005 to
start a second undergraduate
degree, this time with the School of
Health Information Science. I com-
pleted the first two years and have
been accepted into the grad pro-
gram in the same school, which I
started in September. I’ll be getting
married next spring (2008) to Dan
Feldman.”

2 0 0 3

JASON FAN, MBA, is the associate
general manager with Dragon New
Media in Shanghai.

GARETH GAUDIN , BFA (Visual
Arts), is the creator of the “Perogy
Cat” cartoon character. In the sum-
mer, he sent 2,000 copies of a spe-
cial-edition comic book, “The Pero-
gy Cat for the Troops,” to Canadian
Forces in Afghanistan. “If I can’t get
them to laugh with my comic strips,
then I’ve literally got to go back to
the drawing board.” He also oper-
ates Legends Comics shop in Victo-
ria.

HEATHER MCDONALD , BSc
(Geography), and GIVEN
POPOWICH , BA ’04 (Geography),
are operating Seaway Express, a
new ferry and wildlife sight-seeing
service connecting Ucluelet and

Bamfield. They’re on the web at sea-
wayexpress.net.

2 0 0 4

STEVE GALIPEAU , MEd (Educa-
tion Leadership), is a military
observer stationed with the United
Nations Mission in Sudan, and
sends this: “Currently deployed to
Southern Sudan as the coordinator
of the ceasefire joint military com-
mittee. The work involves bringing
former warring parties together
aafter 20 years of civil war.”

CYNDI PALLEN, BSW, writes from
Powell River, where she is: “working
in a new job implemented by the
ministry of children and families,
incorporating traditional and cul-
tural perspectives of Tla'amin Peo-
ple native teaching. Building a
brand new home, too.”

SARAH PETRESCU , BA (English),
is a reporter with the Times Colonist:
“I report on classical music and
write a weekly fashion column. I
credit my years at the Martlet as an
arts and news editor as the biggest
and best learning curve in my
career.”

JESSIE SUTHERLAND, MA (Dis-
pute Resolution), has published
Worldview Skills: Transforming Con-
flict from the Inside Out. The book
grew from her graduate research
and thesis. Since then, she’s focused
on helping First Nations, immi-
grants, refugees and the larger com-
munity find a sense of belonging.

JIANG NAN (Jane) ZHU , MBA,
writes from Guang Zhou, China:
“After UVic, I came back to China
and established the Dragonpass
Consulting Co. Our company is tar-
geting on the emerging high-end
market and providing all kinds of
VIP services in the airports in China.”

2 0 0 5

ETHAN CANTER , BFA (Writing),
has published his first novel, here,

GAIL ANDERSON-DARGATZ

CARMEN LANSDOWNE

MICHAEL MACGILLIS

GIVEN POPOWICH & 
HEATHER MCDONALD

Chamber Singers Reunion and Alumni Tour
The UVic Chamber Singers have come a long way since their first out-

of-province gig (at the Crow’s Nest Pass Pub in 1984). Nearly all of the

touring group’s history—with tours of 33 countries—has been spent

under the guidance of Prof. Bruce More. He’s set for retirement next

year, after more than 30 years as conductor, and two major events are

planned (although he’s quick to point out their about the group’s

alumni, not “a wake” for him). A Grand Reunion will be on April 26 in

Victoria, followed by three-week Grand Alumni Reunion Tour across

Canada next April and May. More information is online at: peo-

ple.finearts.uvic.ca/~bmore/home.html.
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there and nowhere (published by
Inexpressible Publications of Kim-
berley, BC), a three-part examina-
tion of consciousness. 

HENRY COMAN , LLB, a graduate
of the Akitsaraq law program in
Nunavut, returned to work for the
RCMP after a five-year education
leave. He is now in Kandahar,
Afghanistan and part of the RCMP’s
international peacekeeping branch.
He is among eight Mounties who
are training Afghan counterparts in
regular policing duties and investi-
gations. It’s a one-year posting. 

PATRICK ESTEY, BA (Psychology),
writes: “I have been living in Calgary
for about a year now. For the past
six months I have been working at
the Southern Alberta Institute of
Technology as the supervisor of the
SAIT student calling program in the
alumni & development depart-
ment.”

MARJORIE MCQUARRIE , BA
(Child and Youth Care), is working as
a child/youth counsellor with the
Prince George Native Friendship
Centre.

2 0 0 6

ALESTINE ANDRE, MA (Interdisci-
plinary), earned a 2007 National
Aboriginal Achievement Award
(culture, heritage and spirituality
category). A heritage researcher,
she is a leading voice in the preser-
vation of the Gwich’in language of
the Northwest Territories.

TODD HALPEN, BSc (Psychology),
who had 13 individual wins with the
Vikes golf team, is now based in Cal-
gary. He’s working in the oil indus-
try while preparing his game (and
gathering financial support) for a
possible run at the professional
ranks.

ANDREA HOLMES , BCom (Inter-
national Business), is the four-time
Canadian Paralympic champion in
long jump and three-time champi-

on in the 100-m sprint. After the Bei-
jing games next year, she plans to
switch to snowboarding with a goal
of competing in 2010 in the Vancou-
ver Paralympics. She also spends
time speaking to school kids about
the importance of setting goals.

CHRIS HOUSSER , BA (History),
wrote on May 20: “Currently in
Afghanistan with Charlie company
of 3 PPCLI (Princess Patricia's Cana-
dian Light Infantry). It's a six-month
tour which began in February and is
slated to end in August. The majori-
ty of local nationals in our area of
operations have received us warmly.
They are glad we are there to help
rid them of the Taliban. We've been
working closely with the Afghan
national army to help them improve
their skill sets so we can eventually
leave the security of their country to
them. To put it bluntly it’s been an
engaging experience. Peace.” Cpl.
Housser returned home to Victoria
safely on Aug. 28. – Ed. 

JILL LAMBERTS , MSc (Biology),
lives and works in Seattle with Fron-
tier GeoSciences where she has been
recently promoted to QA officer—“a
prestigious role in our small environ-
mental chemistry laboratory.”

2 0 0 7

BRUCE DEACON, MEd (Leadership
Studies), has joined the Canadian
Olympic Committee as manager of
education and community rela-
tions. He’s responsible for youth
outreach programs, including the
Canadian Olympic School Program.
It’s a natural fit for the marathon
runner who represented Canada at
the 1996 and 2000 Olympics.

ANNIE SHUM , MA (Musicology),
writes: “These days, you can find me
at the Victoria Immigrant and
Refugee Centre Society. I volun-
teered in the ESL classroom for a
year while finishing my thesis, and
got hired as a case manager/
employment counsellor just before
my thesis defense at the end of

2006. The best part of my job is
meeting people from all over the
world and helping them realize
their potential. Our web site is
www.vircs.org.”

NICK SULLIVAN, MMus, complet-
ed studies at the Aspen Music Festi-
val and School and is working at the
University of Lethbridge as low
brass instructor in the school of
music.

In Memoriam
SEBASTIAN ALEXANDER , BA
(English) ’93, passed away in Cheng-
du, China on March 15th, 2007
where he had been running a café
after several years of travel and
teaching.

VIC ESCUDE, BEd ’77, passed away
July 7, 2007. Family man, educator,
athlete and music lover, Vic was a
member of the 1975 men’s soccer
team which won the university’s
first national title.

NASTASSIA KUNZ , BEng
(Mechanical) ’06, lost her life in a
bus accident while travelling in
Sucre, Bolivia on May 27, 2007.

SHEILA LANDUCCI, MA (Spec Ed.)
’96, succumbed to cancer on
December 19, 2006 in Fort St. John.
At the time, she was teaching at the
Halfway River First Nations school.

HARVEY MICKELSON , VC '41,
died on March 20, 2007. The hus-
band of former Chancellor Norma
Mickelon was supervisor of special
education in the Greater Victoria
School District and had a special
interest in youth and mental health
issues.

ALAN OLIPHANT , BA (History in
Art) ’73, passed away August 30,
2007. Alan was an employee of UVic
Facilities Management and hus-
band of Athletics and Recreation
office supervisor Kathryn Oliphant.
He will be missed for his quick wit,
genuine character, and kind heart.

Prof. TED WOOLEY , a faculty
member in the Department of His-
tory from 1968 to 2003, died May
27, 2007. He specialized in US diplo-
matic history and was well regarded
for his humour, clarity and open-
ness of thought. Donations may be
made to the Ted and Jane Wooley
Scholarship fund, UVic History
Department. T

ANDREA HOLMES

UVic Alumni Association directors, 2007-08 
Back row (left to right): Don Jones (Director, Alumni Services), Janet

Cho, BA ’02, and Larry Cross, BEd ’64. 

Middle row: Erica Grainger (Student Alumni Association), Lise (Luk)

Robinson, BA ’01, Peter Tanner, BA ’91, Sarah Cotton, BA ’03, Jignes

Patel, Dipl. ’03, Glenda Wyatt, BSc ’94, Tracie Sibbald, BA ’83, and Pat

Burns, BA ’96. 

Seated: Bev Bullen, VC ’45, Linda Stagg, MPA ’04, Dale Bouayadi, Cert.

’05, Kathleen Barnes, BA ’98, Anne McLaughlin, VC ’48, and Paul

Senez, MA ’02. 

Not present: Valerie Gonzales, PhD ’97, Doug Ransom, BEng ’90, and

Gary Weir, MPA ’87.

Short biographies of the board members are available online at

alumni.uvic.ca/bod/index.html. Board members may also be contact-

ed through the UVic Alumni Services office at (250) 721-6000 or toll-

free 1-800-808-6828.
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Alumni Calendar
November 8 Japan Alumni Branch event

November 13–14 UVic Fall Convocation

November 14 School of Public Administration awards
celebration, University Club

November 20 UVic Legacy Awards, Victoria Conference
Centre

November 20–29 “Soaring Canadian Dollar - Cause to
Celebrate?” Clearsight Investment Seminars
in Victoria, Vancouver, Calgary, Toronto and
Ottawa. Check the alumni web site for dates,
times and locations.

January–March Grad Year Connections, UVic campus

February 2 Vikes Men's Basketball Alumni game

February 2–9 Alumni Week, UVic campus

February 26 Alumni Connections

March 29 Brown Cup (Vikes Rowing Alumni event)

April 26 Vikes Women’s Field Hockey Alumni event

April 28–May 19 UVic Chamber Singers Grand Reunion Tour

For event details visit
www.alumni.uvic.ca/events.html

Alumni Travel Update
TWO NEW TRAVEL PARTNERS—ALUMNI HOLIDAYS INTERNATIONAL AND

Baraka Tours—will be offering trips to alumni and friends in
2008. 

With over 40 years of experience, Alumni Holidays Interna-
tional offers exclusive and unique destinations featuring cultur-
al immersion, educational programming, exceptional value,
expert guides, and personal attention. 

Baraka Tours specializes in emerging travel destinations in
Southeast Asia, South Pacific and China. All trips of Baraka’s
vacations are designed, researched and escorted by Ken Tham.
He has more than 15 years of experience in the travel business,
and his knowledge of the regions is sought after by many fre-
quent alumni travellers from Canada’s top universities. 

The UVic Alumni Travel Program’s 2008 destination guide is online at

alumni.uvic.ca/travel

http://www.alumni.uvic.ca/travel
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THERE’S A JOKE I HEARD ONCE ABOUT TWO IRISH BROTHERS ON THEIR

way to the station to meet a long-lost cousin returning to Ire-
land after decades abroad. “Do you think we’ll recognize him?”
one asks. “I’m not sure,” his brother answers. They continue on
but the first brother is still anxious. “Do you think he’ll recog-
nize us?” His brother turns to him, amazed at this. “Sure, and
why wouldn’t he? We haven’t been anywhere!” When I think
about my relationship with UVic, it’s a bit like that old joke—
except, in this case, it’s as if the campus has somehow done all
the changing, and I’m the one who hasn’t gone anywhere.

After graduation in 1975, I chose to stay in Victoria. Having
fallen in love with the beauty of the city, and with many local
friends, I settled in to work and pay back my student loan. My
fine arts degree in theatre didn’t go as far as my typing ability
when it came to employment. Two years of uninspiring clerical
work followed, but an early passion for writing, particularly
poetry, resurfaced. One evening, sadly looking over a stack of
my poems, I realized I had no idea whether they were any good.
Nor did I know anyone who even wrote poems—except one
man. His name was Robin Skelton, and I’d met him years before
when I’d had a small part in a play he’d directed. I knew he
taught in UVic’s creative writing department. I gathered my
poems and my courage and applied to take his third-year poet-
ry workshop. It was one of the best decisions I ever made. 

Skelton’s class opened a new world for me. Week after week,
my classmates and I strove to create poems worthy of our
teacher’s praise. A master craftsman, with an encyclopaedic
knowledge of poetic forms, he often sat back with a beatific
smile and let us dissect each other’s precious works, the good
and the downright awful, as we struggled to pinpoint why some
poems “worked” and others, well, didn’t. When we disagreed
too loudly, or strayed from our appointed task, he would, with a
chuckle, ably guide us back, pointing out elements we most cer-
tainly would otherwise have missed.

But if Skelton’s influence as a teacher was inimitable, his real
importance in my life was on a more personal level. At one of
the gatherings Robin and his wife, Sylvia, held regularly at their
home—to which students were always welcome—Robin
enquired what I did outside of class. When I confessed I was
currently between jobs, he kindly offered to “put in a word” with

a local firm looking for copy editors. Within a week I had a new
career. The man who hired me was Charles Lillard, a poet and
historian who’d once taught at UVic and who had once been
assistant editor of The Malahat Review under Robin’s editor-
ship.

Years passed, as did my 20s. Some pursuits didn’t work out,
but some did. I ended up marrying Charles. For almost fourteen
years our lives were happy and busy as we set down roots even
further in our adopted city. There’s nothing quite like raising a
family to really know a place—its schools, parks, little league
teams, and emergency wards. Throughout the early ‘90s, with
considerable moral support from the recently retired but seem-

ingly tireless Robin, we published a series of chapbooks by
mostly local authors, some well-known and some we thought
ought to be, as a way of promoting “our” community. When
both Charles and Robin died, just months apart, in 1997, that
same community was united in its grief as tributes poured in.

And now, a decade on, it would seem that some things have
come full-circle. I drive to the UVic campus with my son who
will graduate soon. I am the assistant editor of The Malahat—
the position my husband once held. Last summer, the office
moved to new digs in Clearihue, the scene of my poetry class
with Robin. My colleague, editor John Barton, was also in that
class, and this year we celebrate the 40th anniversary of the
journal co-founded by our former teacher and friend.

There’s a particular stairwell in Clearihue; some of you will
know it. With its distinctive ’60s-style sculpture spanning three
floors, and well-worn steps, I cannot set foot there without a
strand and strong sense of something like reverse déjà vu. I
wonder if it’s the university recognizing me? T

Reverse Déjà Vu
When the familiar seems strange, it might just be life
looking back at you.
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There’s nothing quite like raising
a family to really know a place—

its schools, parks, little league
teams, and emergency wards.

http://www.malahatreview.ca
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