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Sweden legally  commits to reaching net-zero emissions by  2045 
Sweden−the whole country−legislates net zero 

carbon emissions by 2045 
Swedish lawmakers overwhelmingly voted (254-
41), to bind the country to reach net-zero 
greenhouse-gas emissions by 2045. The Climate 
Act will come into effect in January 2018. 
This isn’t coming from a standing start. Since the 
1970s, Sweden has been actively developing power 
that doesn’t rely on fossil fuels and as far back as 
the ‘90s it introduced a carbon tax. 
Also, “net-zero” emissions doesn’t mean that in 
2045 Sweden won’t emit any greenhouse gases. 
Instead, the Climate Act commits the country to 
reduce its absolute emissions by at least 85% 
below 1990 levels. For the remaining 15%, it plans 
to offset the emissions by investing in projects 
that contribute to reducing pollution in Sweden 
and elsewhere. These projects may involve, for 
example, funding Indian projects that reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions there, or in carbon-
capture technology, which stops emissions from 
factories going into the atmosphere and can even 
pull carbon dioxide out of the air. 
The article in Quartz is here. 
 

Protect cocoa supply chain, save the world 
Cocoa is highly susceptible to climate change. 
Tropical rainforests play a crucial role in mitigating 
climate change and adaptation, but unsustainable 
agricultural practices that drive deforestation are 
undermining the resilience of the sector. Public-
private partnerships, such as Mondelēz 
International’s latest initiative, are critical in 
protecting valuable natural resources and 
safeguarding the livelihoods of millions of 
smallholder farmers. More on the story in 
Mondelēz International Revs Up Forest Protection 
Efforts in Ghana, Côte d'Ivoire, in Sustainable 
Brands, June 20, 2017 
 

Achieving a Sustainable Economy 
Dan O’Neill is head of the Economics and Policy for 
Sustainability Research Group at the University of 
Leeds.  His presentation on Achieving a Sustainable 
Economy is June 23, 11:30-12:50, David Strong 
Building Room C122 at UVic.   
UVic School of Public Administration has details. 
 

Archetypes: not just for fairy tales any more 
A literature and practice review to develop 
sustainable business archetypes by N.M.P. Bocken, 
S.W. Short, P. Rana, and S. Evans in Journal of 
Cleaner Production. 
From the abstract: Sustainable business model 
archetypes describe groupings of mechanisms and 
solutions that may contribute to building up the 
business model for sustainability. The aim is to 
develop a common language that can accelerate 
the development of sustainable business models in 
research and practice.  
The archetypes are:  
• Maximise material and energy efficiency; 
• Create value from ‘waste’;  
• Substitute with renewables and natural 

processes; 
• Deliver functionality instead of ownership;  
• Adopt a stewardship role;  
• Encourage sufficiency;  
• Re-purpose the business for society/ 

environment;  
• Develop scale-up solutions. 
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