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Friends,

Welcome to an exciting new celebration of amazing members of our UVic alumni community. 
Tonight, for the first time and in the midst of Alumni Week 2010, we are bringing together 
Distinguished Alumni Award recipients from nine university faculties and the Division of 
Continuing Studies. 

What an inspiring array of talent, expertise and 
accomplishment these alumni represent. I offer my sincere 
congratulations, on behalf of the UVic Alumni Association, 
to each of our recipients. You make us proud.

Thanks to the family, friends, and university 
community for joining the alumni association for this 
very special evening. 

Glenda Wyatt, BSc ’98 
President, UVic Alumni Association

 

Our Emcee

Chancellor Murray Farmer became the University of 
Victoria’s 10th chancellor, in 2009. He has fond memories 
of his student days – which included classes at the old 
Lansdowne campus of Victoria College and the new 
Gordon Head home of UVic. The UVic Alumni Association 
is delighted that he has agreed to be our gracious host of 
this evening’s celebration.

Chancellor Murray Farmer, BA ’68

Welcome
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Welcoming remarks ~ Chancellor Murray Farmer, BA ’68

Greetings ~ Event sponsor

 Michael Burns, President 
 Clearsight Investment Program from Wellington West 

Distinguished Alumni Award Presentations 

 Faculty of Business

 Division of Continuing Studies

 Faculty of Education

 Faculty of Engineering

 Faculty of Fine Arts

 Faculty of Human and Social Development

 Faculty of Humanities

 Faculty of Law

 Faculty of Science

 Faculty of Social Sciences

Closing remarks 

Reception

OrdEr Of PrOCEEdings AwArd rECiPiEnts

faculty of Business 

Jiang Nan (Jane) Zhu
Master of Business Administration ’06 
Co-founder, DragonPass travel services (China)

Jane Zhu co-founded DragonPass, providing VIP business travel 
services in major airports across China. The firm serves more than 
100,000 clients and has 60 employees in offices in Guangzhou, 
Shanghai and Beijing.

DragonPass program members can enjoy VIP services at more 
than 50 lounges in over 40 airports inside China as well as many 
other travel services such as plane tickets, hotels, car rental and 
conference facility arrangements. 

division of Continuing studies

Sandra Richardson
Certificate of Public Relations, 2000 
CEO, The Victoria Foundation

Leading the second oldest community foundation in Canada 
for the last eight years, Sandra Richardson ensures the Victoria 
Foundation funds a broad scope of charitable organizations, 
improving the lives of as many people as possible within our 
community.

She has enjoyed a successful career in fund development for the 
past 18 years in both Canada and the USA. Sandra is also a past 
recipient of the Vancouver Island Public Relations Professional of the 
Year Award.
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faculty of Education

Betty Clazie
Bachelor of Education, 1973 
Educator

Betty Clazie began teaching later in life, after raising four 
children. 

She became an outstanding principal at Mt. Newton and Bayside 
middle schools (and was instrumental in planning and opening 
the latter). She was also a pioneer of the middle school concept 
in Saanich schools. 

Now retired, Betty Clazie is a member of the UVic Senate. She’s 
also a former president of the UVic Alumni Association and a founding member of the Education 
Alumni Chapter. 

 

faculty of Engineering

Catherine Roome
Bachelor of Engineering (Electrical), 1990 
Chief Operating Officer, BC Safety Authority

Part of the senior management group at the BC Safety Authority, 
Catherine Roome helps to oversee a team of 280 employees 
committed to public safety for everything from boilers to 
amusement rides. 

A past recipient of Business in Vancouver’s “Influential Women 
in Business” award, Catherine believes passionately in bringing 
forward new ideas to re-ignite Canada’s leadership role in 
the world. Her leadership style is “to encourage that unique brilliance and potential that exists in 
everyone.” 

faculty of fine Arts

Deborah Willis
Bachelor of Arts (English/Writing), 2006  
Writer

Alice Munro, the icon of short-story writing, describes Deborah 
Willis’ Vanishing and Other Stories (Penguin) like this: “The 
emotional range and depth of these stories, the clarity and 
deftness is astonishing.”

Critics and judges agreed. The collection brought a 2009 
Governor General’s Literary Award nomination as well as a place 
on the longlist for the Frank O’Connor International Short Story 
Award.

Deborah’s earlier work earned the 2005 Prism International fiction prize and appeared in the UK’s Bridport 
Prize Anthology.

 

faculty of Human and social development

Catherine Claiter 
Bachelor of Science (Health Information), 2000  
Chief Information Officer, Vancouver Island Health Authority

Catherine Claiter has quickly risen to national and international 
prominence in health information science, influencing the 
quality, productivity and sustainability of our health care system 
in the province and internationally. 

Her grasp of the electronic health record concept has influenced 
several national and provincial initiatives as healthcare gradually 
moves from paper to electronic files. 

Not bad for someone who had never turned on a computer until arriving at UVic and didn’t really like 
computer science courses. 

5
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faculty of Humanities

Ron Greene
Bachelor of Arts (Japanese/French), 1989 
Business owner

Ron Greene, a Victoria College graduate, was owner and 
president of Capital Iron, the scrap metal and retail business 
founded by his father in 1934. As president, Ron focused on the 
retail side of the business. In 1997 Capital Iron was sold to several 
employees.

Ron has made significant contributions to Victoria and BC 
through numerous volunteer activities. He is the leading expert 
in the numismatics (rare coins and notes) of BC and the Yukon and 
he’s the president of the BC Historical Federation.

faculty of Law

Allan Seckel, QC
Bachelor of Laws, 1983 
Deputy Minister to the Premier and Cabinet Secretary

Appointed in October 2009, Allan Seckel is the head of the BC 
public service, the province’s largest employer.

A lifelong British Columbian, Allan graduated at the top of his 
UVic class, earning the Law Society Gold Medal and later taking 
his master of laws at Cambridge.

He practiced in Vancouver until becoming deputy attorney 
general, where he played a key role in justice reform projects, 
including the recently adopted rules for civil proceedings in the BC Supreme Court. 

faculty of science

Robin Harkness 
PhD (Biochemistry), 1985 
Associate Vice President, Program Leader, Sanofi Pasteur

Robin Harkness has dedicated most of his 25-year career to the 
vaccine industry – in particular, the translation of basic research 
to the development of new and improved human vaccines.

In his current role, as program leader in Sanofi Pasteur’s R&D 
division, Robin is responsible for the company’s emerging 
diseases program, which includes the development of vaccines 
against HIV/AIDS and tuberculosis. 

faculty of social sciences

Tracy Redies
Bachelor of Arts (Economics/Pacific & Asian Studies), 1984 
President and CEO, Coast Capital Savings

Named one of the top 100 most powerful women in Canada 
by the Women’s Executive Network in 2007, Tracy Redies 
joined Coast Capital Savings in 2009 after a 20-year career 
with HSBC, where she served as the bank’s executive vice-
president.

Tracy is a director of the C.D. Howe Institute, the Vancouver 
Board of Trade, and CHI.L.D. – a Canadian-based foundation 
dedicated to finding a cure for Crohn’s disease, ulcerative 
colitis, and liver disorders in children.
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About the Artist

This year’s Distinguished Alumni Award recipients will each receive a limited edition handmade 
lino print by Victoria artist Avis Rasmussen, MEd ’82. The image features the fountain outside the 
McPherson Library.

Commissioned by the UVic Alumni Association, Rasmussen chose to pay homage to the “crossroads” of 
campus. Her depiction of the popular meeting place – with its water features, lawns and public art – 
reflects her career-spanning interest in depicting aspects of the outdoors combined with her detailed 
attention to image and form.

Working in her printmaking studio, Rasmussen carved a lino block, based on a sketch, and produced 10 
reduction prints with a press. Through her work, a key feature of campus life is seen in a whole new way.

Rasmussen’s art appears in public and private collections worldwide, including UVic’s Maltwood Art 
Museum and Gallery. Her work is regularly exhibited at the Winchester Galleries in Victoria and the 
Burnaby Art Gallery. 

Rasmussen grew up in Sidney and enjoys a long association with UVic, beginning with the start of her 
studies at Victoria College in 1955 and, in addition to her master’s, the completion of an undergraduate fine 
arts degree in 1979.

Alumni Week
february 1 - 7, 2010

The UVic Alumni Association thanks  
our generous Alumni Week 2010 sponsors: 

Platinum

CLEARSIGHT INVESTMENT PROGRAM

CLEARSIGHT INVESTMENT PROGRAM

gold

silver

Bronze

Dairyland UVic Bookstore UVic Student  
Alumni Association

Tempo Framing  
Systems
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